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GCSE ART &
DESIGN

SUCCESS AND HAPPINESS FOR EVERY CHILD

AQA GCSE Art & Design

SUPPORT
Information that will guide you on how to perform
well in the coursework

Summer 2022:
Coursework = 100% of the GCSE Grade

AQA GCSE Art & Design

Make sure that you
cover all four
assessment
objectives. Each
objective is worth
25% of the marks.

AQA GCSE Art & Design
Investigating
Artists

Drawings and
Observations

AQA GCSE Art & Design
Personal
Response
Final Piece

Experimentation and
development of Ideas

AQA GCSE Art & Design

AQA GCSE Art & Design

Assessment Form - Content Checklist
AO1 Investigating Artists (25% of Marks)

A presentation board showing research on 2 chosen artists
Research/background information about the artist written
in your own words using Art vocabulary.
Analysis of the artists work in your own words using Art
vocabulary.
Print and present 2 example images of each artist work.
Develop and add at least 2 of your own studies based on
each artists work.

Annotation explaining your studies and how they relate to
the artist work.

AO3 Drawing and Observations (25% of Marks)
A presentation board showing drawings and observations
A collage of collected images relating to your theme that
are annotated.

4-6 Good quality photographs that you have taken that
explore your theme.
6- 12 Drawings and colour ideas from observation and from
your photographs exploring a variety of techniques and
materials.
Detailed Annotation of your drawings and photographs.

AQA GCSE Art & Design

Assessment Form - Content Checklist
AO2 Experimenting and Exploring Ideas (25% of Marks)
A presentation board showing the development of your ideas and
your exploration of materials and techniques.

AO4 Personal response – Final piece (25% of Marks)

Try out a range of colouring materials

A presentation board showing your final ideas through designs and
annotation.

Try different drawing techniques

4 Composition ideas for a final piece that are annotated in detail.

Show how you have come up with ideas by trying some of the
following ways of experimenting with ideas.

Images of artists work to show the visual connections that you
made.

Manipulate some of your photos

1 A4 Final idea in colour that you will produce in your exam.

Block printing

Annotation that explains your final idea. Does it work? Does it need
any changes or modifications?

Use fabric or other materials to explore texture.
Explore 3D work.
Annotate all of your studies, reflecting on how your ideas have
developed. Explain how your ideas relate to your artist studies.

Try out another colour scheme or layout for a section of your final
idea.
Annotate this later version of your final idea.

BTEC PERFORMING
ARTS
Year 11 Exam Information Evening

SUCCESS AND HAPPINESS FOR EVERY CHILD

Exam Board - Pearson

The BTEC Performing Arts course is provided by
Pearson.
The course breaks down into three components:
Component 1 – Exploring the Performing Arts
(internal); 30%
Component 2 – Developing Skills and Techniques
(internal); 30%
Component 3 – Performing to a Brief (External); 40%

BTEC Performing Arts

The Year 11 class have completed Component 1 and are currently
completing Component 2; they are preparing for the Component
3 examination which will take place in February of 2022.
For Component 3, the class will be provided with a brief. They
need to create a devised piece of drama in response to the brief,
along with three written elements that are completed in school.
The exam takes 15 hours which are completed during Performing
Arts lessons.

BTEC Performing Arts

The exam board state the following about the exam element:

BTEC Performing Arts

The exam element will be completed before the Easter break;
this will mark the end of the course as there are no further
examination elements.
Potential opportunities for intervention will then take place
during the remaining Performing Arts lessons.

COMPUTER
SCIENCE
OCR GCSE J277 Computer Science

SUCCESS AND HAPPINESS FOR EVERY CHILD

Information Technology

Google Classroom
All Units and resources
Anywhere
Anytime
Any device

Information Technology

Resources, Videos and Revision
Teacher Presentation
Flipped Learning Videos
Revision Guide
Presentation Flashcards

Information Technology

Flipped Learning Videos
E-Stream
YouTube
Good to refresh knowledge

Information Technology

Revision Guides
Reduce & Make Notes
Highlight

Information Technology

Electronic Flashcards
Phone/Tablet
Quick & Easy
Family & Friends can help
Important: Say Answers Out
loud or Write them down

SUBJECT | TOPIC

“Spaced repetition is just what it sounds like. In
order to commit more to memory and retain
information better, space out your rehearsal and
exposure to it over as long a period as possible. In
other words, you will remember something far
better if you study it for one hour a day, versus
twenty hours in one weekend.”
Peter Hollins

Information Technology

Spaced Repetition
Most Efficient Way to
Revise
Printed Flashcards
Rubber Band or Envelope
for each pile
Everyday pile ‘should’
start to get very small

Information Technology

Quizizz
Multiple Choice Questions
Repeatable
Exam Content
Flashcards
Browser & Mobile App

Information Technology

Seneca Learn
Free online revision
resource covering the full
course for both
examinations.

DOUBLE AWARD
COMBINED SCIENCE
(TRILOGY)
Revision and exam advice

SUCCESS AND HAPPINESS FOR EVERY CHILD

How many GCSEs is the course worth?

Two GCSE grades will be awarded
Time and effort spent on revision and preparation
should reflect this.

How are DACS grades awarded?

Marks from 6 papers are aggregated and grades
awarded based on the total. Each of the grades 9-1 is
split into two halves.

The exams

Six Papers:
 Paper 1 & 2 Biology
 Paper 1 & 2 Chemistry
 Paper 1 & 2 Physics
All papers are 1 hour & 15 minutes each

There is no coursework element for GCSEs in Science.

Required practical tasks

There will be questions on required practical tasks
on all exam papers – not all of the required practical
tasks will be covered, but we don’t know which ones
will be!
Pupils need to be aware of the methods, results and
how they relate to the topics that they were taught
with.

The tricky questions – worth 6 marks!

When these appear on the exam papers, there is a
large area of blank lines. This can appear quite
daunting for some of our pupils and they sometimes
put off answering.
This is something that pupils can practise

6 mark question: an example

Animals and plants have features (adaptations) that
allow them to survive in the conditions in which they
normally live.
Describe how animals and plants are adapted to
survive in dry conditions such as deserts.
For each adaptation that you give, describe how the
adaptation helps the animal or plant to survive in dry
conditions.
To obtain full marks you should refer to both animals
and plants.

How to approach answering the 6 mark questions

The first thing we would get the students to do is read
the whole question.
 Re read the question and highlight all the key
information and command words

Highlighting

Animals and plants have features (adaptations) that
allow them to survive in the conditions in which they
normally live.
Describe how animals and plants are adapted to
survive in dry conditions such as deserts.
For each adaptation that you give, describe how the
adaptation helps the animal or plant to survive in dry
conditions.
To obtain full marks you should refer to both animals
and plants

How easy is it to pick up marks?

For 1-2 marks they would simply say camels have long
eyelashes or cactus have spikes.
For 3-4 marks students have to say camels have long
eyelashes so that they can prevent sand getting in their
eyes OR Cacti have spikes to prevent them being eaten by
predators.
For 5-6 marks students have to say camels have long
eyelashes so that they can prevent sand getting in their
eyes AND cacti have spikes to prevent them being eaten
by predators. It has to be a PLANT AND AN ANIMAL, it
cannot be two adaptations for plants or two for an animal.

Practice to improve

It is usually relatively easy to pick up at least 2 marks
on a 6 mark question
The lines don’t all need filling – you can write a few
sentences and pick up all 6 marks.
Always have a go!

Keep practising

Potential topics for 6 mark questions

These have been identified (and practiced) throughout
the courses
Some examples:
In Chemistry pupils might be asked to describe and
explain how a chemical process works, or how the
atmosphere has changed over time
In Physics the topics may be comparing electricity
generating methods.

Command words

These are listed in the front of pupils’ journals.
Pupils need to be aware of what each one is asking
for them to do.

Key terms

There are always questions that require pupils to supply a key term to a
definition or reaction type, others expect to see key terms used correctly.
Eg What type of reaction is shown below?

Copper + oxygen  copper oxide
Pupils should know oxidation is a reaction in which oxygen is gained.
Therefore the correct answer is…
oxidation
Learning the key terms so that they can be used correctly is something that
every pupil can do. Key terms are in the glossary in the kerboodle textbooks

What help is available?

Exercise books with notes and checklists for revision
purposes.
An online textbook for the course with practice
questions and answers is available via Kerboodle.
A revision / practice book for each GCSE is available
to purchase from the parent pay shop.

More help

Science teachers are available at a lunchtime to
assist with any queries that pupils have – there is the
opportunity to ask other science teachers to get a
slightly different explanation too!
Science teachers are also available via google
classroom to answer any queries that pupils may
have or if extra help is needed.

Other sources

Complete revision resources e.g. Mind maps, flash cards,
etc. using the checklists they have been given throughout
the course for guidance. Checklist are also available on
google classroom.
Revision resources, including practice questions and
answers are to be found on via google classroom, these
can be accessed from home as well as in school.
 Seneca Learning

Wise words

“You don’t know what you
don’t know”
Socrates

Finding out what you don’t know

Concentrate on completion of any quizzes
or practice questions to identify gaps in
knowledge. Then use the available notes
and explanations to help you with any
uncertainties that may be encountered.
An important thing to recognise is that it
isn’t a particular question that pupils should
be able to answer, but similar questions
around the same topic.

Resources on the web

BBC Bitesize – make sure looking at AQA Science resources
Youtube channel “MyGCSE Science” – no need to purchase
resources from the associated website
Youtube channel “freesciencelessons”
GetRevising - free registration needed
DocBrown – many resources, ensure relevant to AQA courses
Primrose kitten – a youtube resource
S-Cool - many resources, ensure relevant to AQA courses
Royal Society of Chemistry (particularly good for demos of the
required practical activities) & other professional societies

Any questions?

If you would like any advice or have any questions you
would prefer to ask directly please contact Miss
Crosby or your child’s science teacher via the school
office.

GCSE
DESIGN AND
TECHNOLOGY

SUCCESS AND HAPPINESS FOR EVERY CHILD

Design and Technology

Enables students develop the
ability to design and make
products with creativity and
originality, using a range of
materials and techniques.
This specification requires
students to develop their
knowledge of woods, metals,
polymers (plastics), textiles,
paper and boards,
electronic/mechanical
systems and
modern/composite materials.

D & T AQA 8552
1. Non-exam
Assessment (NEA)
50% (30-35 hrs)

2. Exam 50% (2hrs)

Design and Technology

NEA
 30-35 hours Non-exam Assessment
Themes highlighted below for NEA were released on
1st June 2021 and pupils are currently working on this
component of their GCSE.

 1. Outdoor Living

 2. Keeping Fit and Active

Your contextual choices

Why choose – ‘Outdoor Living?’
 What is Outdoor Living?
 How could you research this? –what type of
things would you include in your research?
 How would you tailor your work you have
done already to this task?
 What is a outdoor living and the constraints
and why is it different to others?
 What client or group would you look at?
 What products around the garden at the
moment?
 What could be improved with products you
know already that could be better for the
garden.
 How do you measure if something is
suitable or not?
 Why might this project suit you personally –
do you have your own experiences of
designing a making products to suit the
choice?

MORE IDEAS FOR PRODUCTS

Why choose – ‘Keeping fit and active?’
 What does keeping fit and active cover?
 How could you research this? –what type of
things would you include in your research?
 How would you tailor your work on
sustainability you have done already to this
task?
 What makes products connect to nature and
the environment?
 What client would you look at – who would
be interested or have a need for products
that link to nature and the environment?
 What products would suit the choice?
 What qualities and features do products
that are made with this in mind have?
 Why might this project suit you personally –
do you enjoy getting out in nature –do you
have an outdoor interest that links to nature
and the environment. What are your own
experiences of this?

 What types of products could you make?

Design and Technology - NEA -Where we are at the moment…….

Design and Technolog

Design and Technology –Exam (2hrs)

Exam
50%
Use this sheet to check
your subject
knowledge
 available from your
Teacher.

GCSE ENGLISH
LANGUAGE
Year 11 Exam Information Evening

SUCCESS AND HAPPINESS FOR EVERY CHILD

Exam Board - AQA

At Healing School, we study the AQA courses for Both
GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature.
Staff expertise:
The Head of Faculty - Senior Examiner English
Language Paper 2; previously English Literature
Deputy Head of Faculty - examiner English Language
Paper 1

AQA GCSE English Language

100% Examination over two equally weighted papers (2 x 1
hour 45 minutes)
 The exam scores are combined and a Grade is awarded from
1 to 9.

Speaking and Listening Endorsement – integrated into
the study of the examinations. Pupils perform a speech on
a topic of their choice and present their own viewpoints
and opinions on the topic.
 They are awarded a Pass, Merit or Distinction which is
awarded alongside their GCSE Grade

AQA GCSE English Language

The key to success in GCSE English Language is knowing
how to answer each of the questions in the exam.
The questions – and the skills needed to answer them – do
not change each year; what does change is the extracts
and the topics covered.
Examiners are assessing how much of the text has been
understood with a focus on how writers have used
language and structure to convey meaning or their ideas
and perspectives.

AQA GCSE English Language

Both exams have two sections:
Section A – Reading
Four questions that increase in difficulty

Section B – Writing
One question where they need to display their
writing skills

AQA GCSE English Language

English Language Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing – 50% 1

Hour 45 Minutes; 80 Marks

Pupils have an extract from a fiction text from the 20th or 21st Century. In Section A,
they need to show how much they understand the extract; in Section B, they need
to write a descriptive or narrative piece based on a similar theme or topic.
 Section A – Reading (1 hour; 40 marks)
Q1 – List four things (4 marks)
Q2 – How has the writer used language…? (8 marks)
Q3 – How has the writer structured the extract…? (8 marks)
Q4 – Respond to a statement, evaluating the extract (20 marks)

 Section B – Writing (45 minutes; 40 marks)
Q5 – Write a descriptive/narrative piece based on the image or theme/topic of the extract

AQA GCSE English Language
English Language Paper 2: Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives– 50% 1 Hour 45 Minutes; 80

Marks

Pupils have two extracts of non-fiction on the same topic with either similar or different
views and opinions - Source A from the 19th Century; Source B from either 20th or 21st
Century. In Section A, they need to show how much they understand the sources; In section
B, they need to write a viewpoint piece based on a similar theme or topic.
 Section A – Reading (1 hour; 40 marks)
Q1 – select the four TRUE statements from a list of eight (4 marks)
Q2 – Summarise the two sources – make inferences and comment on differences or similarities (8 marks)
Q3 – How has the writer used language…? (12 marks)
Q4 – Compare the ideas/perspectives of the writers and how they used methods to show them (16 marks)

 Section B – Writing (45 minutes; 40 marks)
Q5 – Write a viewpoint piece based on the topic of the Sources

AQA GCSE English Language Overview

Section B - Writing

Section A - Reading

Assessment Objective (AO)
AO1 – Being able to make inferences and interpretations within a
text; being able to write summaries of the differences or similarities
The skills
needed
for the exams are
between
texts.
referred
to as
Assessment
AO2
– Being
able to Objectives
analyse theor
writer’s use of methods –
AOs. It is
important
learn which AO is
language
andtostructure.
assessed
in –each
question
they can
hitwriters’ ideas and perspectives
AO3
Being
able toso
compare
the
each part
oftopic
the mark
on a
in twoscheme.
texts as well as analysing the methods used to
show these.
AO4 – Being able to evaluate texts, responding to two parts of a
given statement and analyse the methods used by the writer.
AO5 – Content & Organisation
Content – Being able to match the style, purpose and tone of the
text to the task; use interesting vocabulary; clear ideas in
connection to the topic; use a variety of appropriate linguistic
devices.
Organisation – Being able to clearly structure a text; use discourse
markers; use a variety of structural features.
AO6 – Accuracy
Being able to write formally using Standard English; use a variety of
punctuation, interesting vocabulary, sentence forms for effect; be
accurate in sentence demarcation and spelling.

Paper 1

Paper 2

Q1

Q1 & Q2

Q2 & Q3

Q3

-

Q4

Q4

-

Q5

Q5

This information is in the
front of every English
Language KS4 book so
pupils can easily access
and revise.

AQA GCSE English Language Overview

In the reading sections, pupils need to aim to clearly explain how
writers have used methods.
To help pupils remember what they need to include in their
reading questions, we use mnemonics such as TEA and PETAL.
T – technique
E – evidence
A – analysis

P – Point
E – evidence
T – technique
A – analysis
L – Link

AQA GCSE English Language Overview

For the shorter responses (Paper 1 Q2 & Q3;
Paper 2 Q3), we advise that pupils use TEA:
T – technique – language methods such as adjectives, verbs, smiles,

metaphors, personification etc. or structure methods such as the start/end of the
text, shifting the focus, repetition of ideas, circular structure, cliff hanger etc.

E – evidence – direct quotations from the text; it is best to keep these short and
to the point

A – analysis – comments on why the writer has used the methods and

explaining what they show or suggest about the character, topic, viewpoint etc.

AQA GCSE English Language Overview

For the longer responses (Paper 1 Q4; Paper 2 Q4), we advise that pupils use
PETAL:
P – point – comment on the statement and how much you agree (P1 Q4) ; explain the writer’s
ideas/perspectives (P2 Q4)

E – evidence – direct quotations from the text; it is best to keep these short and to the point
T – technique – language methods such as adjectives, verbs, smiles, metaphors,

personification etc. or structure methods such as the start/end of the text, shifting the
focus, repetition of ideas, circular structure, cliff hanger etc.

A – analysis – comments on why the writer has used the methods and explaining what they show
or suggest about the character, topic, viewpoint etc.

L – link – link ideas back to the statement and use more evidence to back up your explanation (P1
Q4); compare the writers’ ideas/perspectives in both sources explaining how they are
similar/different (P2 Q4)

AQA GCSE English Language Overview
For the writing questions (Section B Q5 in both papers), they need to show a variety of skills in their answer.
The key to success is having a clear structure, so they must plan their ideas – especially thinking about the start
and end.

AO5 – 24 Marks

AO6 – 16 Marks

Content

Accuracy

• Clear communication
• Matching register/tone/style to
purpose/audience
• Vocabulary choices and use of
linguistic devices
Organisation
• Variety of engaging ideas
• Structural features
• Paragraphing and whole text
structure

• Punctuation variety
• Sentence variety
• Standard English
• Vocabulary choices
• Spelling
• Sentence demarcation – grammar

AQA GCSE English Language Retrieval Strategies

Pupils will need to remember the specific method for each question. The
following strategies would be useful:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Spider diagrams
Flash Cards
Subject Terminology cards
Practice Questions
Reading of Newspaper/Website articles for understanding
th
Understanding of 19 Century issues/perspectives
Reading of reviews/articles/magazines to develop vocabulary and style
English After School Revision

AQA GCSE English Language Retrieval Strategies

Key points for answering the reading questions that need to be remembered:
 ALWAYS answer in full sentences.
 Ensure you highlight the key words of the question.
 Answer the question set.
 Identify the language/structure method being used using subject terminology.
 Know the method for each question.
 Use TEA when analysing methods (Paper 1: Q2 & Q3; Paper 2: Q3)
 Check through your work after each paragraph to ensure you are being clear
and consistent.
 Consider your timings carefully throughout the exam.

AQA GCSE English Language Retrieval Strategies
Key points for answering the writing questions that need to be remembered:
• Underline the key words of the question.
• Consider the audience and the type of text you are being asked to write.

Planning is key!
• Use a variety of:

o Punctuation - . , ! ? : ; … ‘ ’ “ ”
o Word choice – sophisticated, no repetition
o Sentences – length, structure, short sentences for effect
o Paragraphs – TiPToP, short (either one sentence or one paragraph)
o Techniques:
Paper 1: Q5 – Describe/Narrate
Paper 2: Q5 - Argue/Persuade/Advise

• Engage the reader – Rhetorical Question and Pronouns
• Consider your whole text structure – consider your opening and ending carefully

AQA GCSE English Language Retrieval Resources

 Following the mocks, there will be an English Language Revision Guide for
each examination paper prepared by Mr Hirst (HOF and AQA Senior
Examiner) and will be available on Google Classroom. The following
resources may also prove useful:
 AQA GCSE English Language Revision Guides are available on school
Parent Pay Shop
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_language/
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news
 http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700

GCSE ENGLISH
LITERATURE
Year 11 Exam Information Evening

SUCCESS AND HAPPINESS FOR EVERY CHILD

Exam Board - AQA

At Healing School, we study the AQA courses for Both
GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature.
Staff expertise:
The Head of Faculty - Senior Examiner English
Language Paper 2; previously English Literature
Deputy Head of Faculty - examiner English Language
Paper 1

AQA GCSE English Literature

Due to the lost time during the national lockdown, changes have
been made to GCSE English Literature to reduce the teaching
and revision time needed.
100% Examination over 2 papers

 Paper 1 - 19th-Century Novel and the Modern Text
 46% of GCSE , 1 hour 45 mins; 60 Marks

 Paper 2 – Shakespeare and Unseen Poetry
 54% of GCSE , 1 hour 45 mins; 70 Marks

AQA GCSE English Literature

 The examinations are all closed book which means that you will
need to remember what happens in each text and, where
possible, remember key quotations on the major themes,
characters, writer’s methods and the context of the piece. The
following texts have been studied by each set:

Set
1, 2, 4, 5 & 6
3&7

19th Century Novel
A Christmas Carol

Modern Play
An Inspector Calls
Blood Brothers

Shakespeare
Macbeth

AQA GCSE English Literature
There are four Assessment Objectives that pupils need to achieve in the questions; they need to be
aware of which ones relate to each section of the exams. The mark schemes across both Literature
exams are made up of the following three AOs – AO1, AO2 & AO3 – with 6 Levels of ability. AO4
SPaG is only assessed on two questions.

AO1



AO2*



AO3

AO4

The skills needed for the exams are
referred to as Assessment Objectives or
Make interpretations
relation to theto
text
and question
AOs. It isinimportant
learn
whichusing
AO isthe phrase ‘this suggests…’;
Use of evidence
to
support
your
interpretations
–
integrate
short
quotations
where
possible;
assessed in each question so they can hit
Analyse the writers’ use of methods (language/structure/form) using accurate Subject Terminology;
each part
of the mark scheme.
analyse a method
(e.g. simile/metaphor/personification),
then pick out individual words ands and
analyse further;
Comment on the effect that the methods create;
Explore the context of the text i.e. the ideas/issues/themes of the time and the intentions of the
author/playwright.
SPaG**

* - AO2 is assessed in EVERY question in the English Literature GCSE This
so every
answer MUST
information
is in the front
ALWAYS include comments about the methods (language/structure/form)
and
the
effects
created
of every English Literature
in EVERY question.

KS4 book so pupils can easily
** - AO4 is only assessed in Paper 2; however, the use formal language and
ambitious
words in
access
and revise.

explanations is required to achieve the higher marks.

AQA GCSE English Literature

Structure of Paper 1:
 1 hour 45 minutes

 46% of total marks

Section A of this paper is on the Anthology Poetry. We
made the decision to remove this section due to the
challenge of having to remember information and
quotations from the 15 poems studied as only one poem is
printed in the exam and pupils have to compare it to
another poem from memory.

 3 sections, but only 2 Sections are answered
 19th-Century Novel and the Modern Play
Section B - A Christmas Carol – AO1, AO2, AO3; 30 Marks

 One question based on an extract from the novel; you must use evidence from the rest of the novel as well
as evidence from the extract.

Section C - An Inspector Calls (Sets 1, 2 & 3) or Blood Brothers (Sets 4, 5, 6 & 7) - AO1, AO2 &
AO3; 30 Marks
 Answer one question from a choice of two; no extract – must use quotations from the play from memory.

AQA GCSE English Literature

Structure of Paper 2:
• 1 hour 45 minutes
• 54% of total marks
• 2 sections
• Shakespeare and Unseen Poetry
Section A – Macbeth – AO1, AO2, AO3; 30 Marks + AO4; 4 Marks
- One question based on an extract from the play; you must use evidence from the rest of the play as well as evidence from the extract.

Section B - Unseen Poetry
 Part 1 Unseen Poetry Analysis - AO1 & AO2; 24 Marks + AO4; 4 Marks
- One question provided on an unseen poem; you must use evidence from the poem and ensure you are answering the set question fully.

 Part 2 Unseen Poetry Comparison - AO2; 8 Marks
- One question where you need to compare the methods used in the poem from Part 1 with another unseen poem provided; you need to focus
on how the poets have used methods and compare their use of methods.

AQA GCSE English Literature Retrieval Strategies

Pupils will need to recall a lot of information within the exams: they need to
remember how to answer the questions, include the elements of the relevant
AOs outlined above as well as remember key quotations for each of the texts
studied. The following strategies would be useful:
 Top-Trumps – characters from novels
 Spider diagrams – key words, themes, characters with key quotations
 Flash Cards
 Time Lines – listing the key events within a text
 Practice Questions
 Recording on mobile phone and listening back to key quotations
 English After School Revision

AQA GCSE English Literature Retrieval Strategies

Key methods for answering the set questions that need to be remembered:
 Pupils are encouraged to use the PETAL formula for analysis which makes sure they
use subject terminology and comment on the effect of the writer’s methods.
 In questions on the 19th Century Novel, the Modern Play and Shakespeare, pupils need
to do the following:
 Make interpretations of the text in relation to the task
 Make references and use evidence from the text
 Comment on the methods used by the writer using subject terminology
 Comment on the effect of the methods
 Comment on the context/ideas/issues presented by the writer
 In the Unseen Poetry question at the end of Paper 2, pupils are expected to comment on
the similarities and/or differences between the poets’ use of language/structure/form

AQA GCSE English Literature Retrieval Resources

Following the mocks, there will be an English Literature Revision Guide for
each examination paper prepared by Mr Hirst (HOF and AQA Senior
Examiner) and available on Google Classroom. The following resources may
also prove useful:
 Mr Bruff’s Playlists such as the Anthology Poetry Blogs https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqGFsWf-PcAO64lBHZTFwTz2X0DD_Cxk
 AQA GCSE English Language Revision Guides are available on school Parent Pay
Shop
 http://www.sparknotes.com
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/
 http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702

GCSE FOOD
PREPARATION &
NUTRITION

SUCCESS AND HAPPINESS FOR EVERY CHILD

GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition

Course Breakdown:
A) Controlled Assessment:
NEA2 - Food Preparation Task (Dec-March)
50% of GCSE
B) Final Exam (June) 50% of GCSE

GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition

A) Controlled Assessment – NEA2 Food Preparation Task

(Dec – March) 50% of GCSE

A significant proportion of the marks for the NEA (48/70) are
awarded for practical work:
Section B – 3 separate dishes (made in different lessons) to
demonstrate technical skills.
Section D – 3hr practical exam where you are required to
make 2 different dishes, with accompaniments, that together
demonstrate a wide range of high level skills.

GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition

A) Controlled Assessment – NEA2 Food Preparation Task

(Dec – March) 50% of GCSE

In preparation for the practical element of this task, it
would be very beneficial for you to cook on a regular basis
at home, making a range of dishes that demonstrate
medium and high level skills.

GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition

B) Final exam (June)50% of GCSE


Time: 1 hour 45 minutes



Section A: 20 multiple choice questions from all
sections of the course: 20 marks



Section B: 5 questions of different styles from
different sections of the course (see next slide) : 80 marks

GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition

B) Final exam (June)50% of GCSE
The subject content is broken down into five sections:
1 Food, Nutrition and Health
2 Food Science
3 Food Safety
4 Food Choice
5 Food Provenance

GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition

B) Final exam (June)50% of GCSE
You would benefit from using a range of different
methods of revisiting the content such as:
making knowledge organisers, mind-maps, watching
films & animations, answering questions, learning key
terms, completing quizzes and activities.

GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition

B) Final exam (June)50% of GCSE
Resources for Exam Preparation:
1. Resources on Student - U Drive:

How to
learn

NEA2
Food
Preparatio
n Task

NEA2 Food
Preparation
Task

2. On-line Support:
SENECA: https://app.senecalearning.com

On-line textbook (login: SHEAL3 STUDENT3)

Useful Websites:

www.illuminate.digital/aqafood specifically for this
course and approved by the exam board. Has
interactive quizzes, animations, films, web-links
etc. It has sections to support the NEAs as well as
subject content and guidance for the written exam.

www.nutrition.org.uk
www.food.gov.uk
www.eatwell.gov.uk
www.foodafactooflife
www.carbontrust.co.uk
www.fairtrade.org.uk
www.recyclenow.com
www.soilassociation.org
www.foodlink.org.uk

3. Written Material:
Exam
Preparation
All the
content
of the
course

On-line
textbook
login

You have your folder & exercise book (from
Years 9, 10 & 11), your Illuminate Revision Guide
(loaned from school – supports on-line
textbook) and also the Collins Practice and
Revision book. The resources contain a range of
features to help you learn, recall, retain and
apply the information you need to know for the
written examination.

GCSE PHYSICAL
EDUCATION
AQA

SUCCESS AND HAPPINESS FOR EVERY CHILD

Areas to Revise
PAPER 1

PAPER 2

 The structure of the musculoskeletal system

 Classification of skills

 The structure and functions of the cardio-respiratory
system

 The use of goal setting and SMART targets

 Anaerobic and aerobic exercise

 Basic information processing
 Guidance and feedback on performance

 The short and long term effects of exercise

 Mental preparation for performance

 Lever systems
 Planes and axes of movement

 Engagement patterns of different social groups in
physical activity and sport

 Health and fitness

 Commercialisation of physical activity and sport

 The components of fitness

 Ethical and socio-cultural issues

 The principles of training

 Physical, emotional and social health, fitness and wellbeing

 How to optimise training and prevent injury
 Effective use of warm up and cool down

 The consequences of a sedentary lifestyle
 Energy use, diet, nutrition and hydration

YR 11 GCSE PE – Exam Preparation

HOW SHOULD I REVISE?
 As ACTIVELY as possible!!!
 Revision is NOT just re-reading your
notes/textbooks/revision guides

WHERE SHOULD I REVISE?
In a quiet room (maybe a bedroom) with:
 A comfortable temperature
 Good lighting
 A table
 A clock

WHICH TECHNIQUE SHOULD I USE
 Choose the technique that works best for you!
 Mind Maps, Revision Cards, Make Notes, Clear layout, Use Highlighters, Use
Diagrams, Use Class Notes, Revision Guides.
 Reinforcing your memory – get someone to test you from the notes / cards / mind
maps / revision posters

GCSE PE – Exam Questions
Exam marks are awarded by using something called Assessment Objectives (AO’s)
As questions get harder, there are more marks available and AO’s to hit !

AO1:
• These questions will
require you to define,
name, or state
something

AO2:
• These questions will require
you to apply basic
knowledge to specific
sporting examples

AO3:
• These questions will require
you to justify your examples and
analsyse/evaluate their
importance

EXAMPLE QUESTION
Using your knowledge of agility and reaction time, evaluate the importance of these components of
fitness for performers in the 100m sprint. (6 marks)
• AO1 – Define agility and reaction time
• AO2 – Say how agility and reaction time would or would not help a 100m sprinter
• AO3 – Evaluate why they are important e.g. The need for agility and changing direction is unlikely.
However athletes may change positioning within their own lane. Reaction time is a major component
impacting on overall time taken to complete the 100m sprint, however it is still possible to win a race
with a poor reaction time.

GEOGRAPHY EXAM
INFORMATION

SUCCESS AND HAPPINESS FOR EVERY CHILD

Geography I Exam information
Geography
AQA A
Paper 1 – 88 marks. 1hr 30 mins (35%)
 Answer all question from Section A - Natural Hazards
 Answer all questions from Section B - Ecosystems but on the option pick cold environments not hot deserts
when given option.
 Answer 2 question from Section C - UK landscapes Coasts and rivers
Paper 2 – This has changed due to COVID and final marks and timing have not been released.
 Answer all question from Section A - Urban Issues
 Answer 2 questions from Section C - Resource Management Challenges and Energy
Paper 3 – The total number of marks available for the this paper has been reduced from 76 to 56 marks (a removal
of 20 marks). The total time allocation will reduce from 1 hour 15 minutes to 1 hour.
 Answer all question from Section A – Issue Evaluation Pre-released material
 Section B – Fieldwork . Questions on ‘unfamiliar fieldwork’ (theoretical understanding of the fieldwork enquiry
process) but no questions on ‘familiar fieldwork (own fieldwork ).

Must learn place specific information and examples
Must use geographical terminology when explaining
processes
Must refer to figures and be able to analyse sources,
linking to the theory
SPaG are awarded marks
Numeracy content – some of the content needed in
geography is not done in maths

Physical case studies

 Indonesia, 2019
 California, 2019
 Hurricane Dorian, 2016
 Yorkshire Floods, 2019
(compared to 2007)
 Malaysian Tropical Rainforest
 Svalbard
 River Severn
 Humber Estuary
 Holderness coast

Human case studies
City of Sheffield
Mumbai
Micro HEP in Nepal
UK wind energy
Fracking
Kielder water

In school
 Students exercise books
 U-drive/Google Classroom

Out of school
 Websites

 Afterschool intervention sessions

 Example papers

 Checklists for each topic
 Folders for each year group with notes
 Folders for each teacher with
additional notes
 Revision booklets and question papers
 Knowledge organisers
 Google form quizzes

(Tuesday)

 Staff –lunchtime or morning sessions
with prior notice
 Strategies taught in lessons

www.acegeography.com/
onlinegeography.wikispaces.com/
www.coolgeography.co.uk
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize
/geography/
 https://www.internetgeography.net/





 Available online or from staff

HISTORY EXAM
INFORMATION

SUCCESS AND HAPPINESS FOR EVERY CHILD

History
AQA GCSE History
Wider world depth - 44 marks will be allocated to the
compulsory study, including four marks for SPaG.
Conflict and tension – the inter-war years, 1918-1939
Thematic – 40 marks
Britain: Health and the people: c1000 to the present day
Period – 40 marks
Germany 1890-1945: Democracy and dictatorship

Weimar Germany 1890-1929
 Kaiser Wilhelm and the
difficulties ruling Germany
 End of WWI - Effects on
Germany
 Versailles - Effects on
Germany
 Constitution- Basics and
problems
 Communist rebellions
 Kapp Putsch
 Hitler before 1923
 1923 - French Invasion of the
Ruhr, Hyperinflation, Munich
Putsch

• Key facts about Stresemann
• Achievements: Economy,
Culture, Politics, Foreign Policy
• Failures: Economy, Culture,
Politics, Foreign Policy.
• Nazis in the Wilderness 192429

Weimar Germany 1929-1933

 Wall Street Crash and how it
affected Germany
 Rise of the Nazi Party and
what techniques they used
to become successful
 The crumbling of democracy
(Hindenburg/ Von Papen/
Von Schleicher)
 Negative Cohesion

Nazi Germany 1933-45

 Hitler’s consolidation
(strengthening) of power 1933-34
 Women & family
 Youth & Education
 Church
 Propaganda
 Economy
 Persecution of Minorities
 Opposition
 Control
 Germany in WWII

The Inter-War years (1918-1939)
 The Armistice
 The Versailles Settlement
 Impact of the treaty and wider settlement
 The League of Nations
 International peace
 Diplomacy outside the League
 The collapse of the League
 The outbreak of the Second World War
 The development of tension
 Escalation of tension

Medicine
 Medieval medicine
 Public health in the Middle Ages
 The impact of the Renaissance on Britain
 Dealing with disease

 Prevention of disease
 The development of Germ Theory
 A revolution in surgery

 Improvements in public health
 Modern treatment of disease
 The impact of war and technology on surgery
 Modern public health

Students will study the importance of
the following factors:
War
Superstition and religion
Chance
Government
Communication
Science and technology
The role of the individual

History Resources
In school

Students exercise books
Textbooks
U-drive
Folders for each year group with notes
Folders for each teacher with
additional notes
 Revision booklets and question papers
 Afterschool revision sessions
(fortnightly, currently Thursdays))
 Revision strategies taught in lessons






Out of school
 Websites
 www.johndclare.com
 www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesiz
e/history
 Past papers (limited)
 Available online or from staff

BTEC
HEALTH AND
SOCIAL CARE
February 2022
Component 3 Health and Wellbeing
2 hour Exam
SUCCESS AND HAPPINESS FOR EVERY CHILD

Areas to Revise

Section A

Section B

Section C

Health and wellbeing:

Physiological data:

Health improvement plan

Genetic inheritance

Recovery pulse rate

Ill health: Chronic / acute

Resting pulse rate

Person-centred approach
Justify health plan choices

Accident and injury
Diet
Exercise
Personal hygiene
Alcohol + PIES effects
Smoking + PIES effects
Illegal drugs – PIES effects

Factors affecting health:
Economic factors: poverty
Economic factors: income

Environmental : pollution
Environmental : housing

Blood pressure

Peak flow

Health plan:
3 Goals and recommended actions

BMI

Short / long term SMART targets

Lifestyle data –
• smoking
• alcohol
• diet
• obesity

Formal support
Informal support

Obstacles to the plan
How to overcome obstacles

BTEC HSC- Exam Questions

The exam questions will all be based around a given case study. Read the case study at least twice
and highlight important information.
As questions get harder, there are more marks available to achieve P ,M, D criteria.
Section A:
• These questions will require you to look at a case
study and explain factors that could have a
positive or negative effect on the individuals.
•

These questions will require you to apply basic
knowledge of how their PIES could have been
affected by a recent life event e.g. hip operation

Section B:
Analyse physiological and life style data to interpret
how it may affect their current health and risks to
future health.
• pulse (resting / recovery rate)
• blood pressure / peak flow
• body mass index (BMI).
Lifestyle data:
smoking / alcohol / obesity

Section C:
Health and Wellbeing Improvement plan:
• Describe three recommended actions e.g. reduce BMI, Lower blood pressure, stop smoking.
• These questions will require you to highlight obstacles to implementing plans and how to minimise them.

YR 11 Health and Social Care – Exam Preparation

HOW SHOULD I REVISE?
oAs ACTIVELY as possible!!!
oRevision is NOT just re-reading your
notes/textbooks/revision guides

WHERE SHOULD I REVISE?
In a quiet room (maybe a bedroom) with:
oA comfortable temperature
oGood lighting
oA table
oA clock

WHICH TECHNIQUE SHOULD I USE
Choose the technique that works best for you!
Mind Maps, Revision Cards, Make Notes, Clear layout, Use Highlighters, Use Diagrams,
Use Class Notes, Revision Guides.
Reinforcing your memory – get someone to test you from the notes / cards / mind maps /
revision posters

HSC revision
• Read the case
study.

• Highlight positive
and negative
aspects.

Section A – Question1
 Explain factors that could have a negative
effect on your client’s health and wellbeing
 4 Marks (1 mark for factor + 1 mark for

explanation)

 Explain factors that could have a positive
effect on your client’s health and wellbeing
 4 Marks (1 mark for factor + 1 mark for

explanation)

What is the
impact????

PIES

Section A – Question 2
Explain effects a the recent life
event could have had on their health
and well being (PIES).
 6 Marks (1 mark for effect + 1 mark

for explanation)

PIES

Expected or
unexpected?

What is the
impact????

Section B – Question 3
B1: Physiological indicators
 Physiological indicators that are used to measure health:
 pulse (resting and recovery rate after exercise)
 blood pressure
 peak flow
 body mass index (BMI).
 The potential significance of abnormal readings: risks to physical health
B2: Lifestyle indicators
 Interpretation of lifestyle data, specifically risks to physical health
associated with:
 smoking
 alcohol consumption
 inactive lifestyles

Section B – Question 3
 Explain what your client’s lifestyle data suggests about their current
physical health and risks to their future health.
 What are they doing wrong and what are the health implications now and in
the future?
 4 Marks (1 mark for effect + 1 mark for explanation x2)

 Explain what 2 pieces of your client’s physiological data suggests about
their current physical health and risks to their future health.
 Blood pressure/BMI/Pulse rate/Peak Flow.
 What‘s the data telling you and what are the health implications now? (2 x 2)
 What‘s the data telling you and what are the health implications in the
future? (2 x 2)
 8 Marks (1 mark for effect + 1 mark for explanation x4)

You have to know these 4 areas:

1. Pulse -Average 72 bpm The faster you
recover after exercise the fitter you are.

2. Blood pressure - 120/80
3. Peak flow – 400 Female & 500 Male
4. Body mass index (BMI)
18.5 to 24.9

Part B – Health and Wellbeing Improvement Plan
Design a health and wellbeing improvement plan for your client.
Describe three recommended actions
reduce BMI, Lower blood pressure, increase peak flow reading, reduce pulse rate, improve mobility, stop drug use, stop
smoking
 Set short-term - Weekly to under 6 months.
 Let long-term targets 6 months to a year.

Give one source of support for each recommended action
 Formal (GP, Counsellor ) How can they help?
 Informal (Partners, family, friends) How can they help?
 e.g. advice, treatment, assessing and monitoring health, referring on, support, speaking, emotional help, going along,
doing the same.

Part B – Health and Wellbeing Improvement Plan
Learning Aim C –
Health and wellbeing improvement plans

Q 5 Give a rationale (REASONS) for your plan -

3 recommendations to your plan in question 4.
 NEEDS
 WISHES

 CIRCUMASTANCES
 S

Specific

 M

Measurable

 A

Achievable

 R

Realistic

 T

Time – S/L term

Part B – Health and Wellbeing Improvement Plan
Q 6 Obstacles to implementing plans and how to minimise them.
SMSM TMTM
SUPPORT
MAP
SELF ESTEEM
MOTIVATION

MONEY
TRANSPORT
MEDICAL CONDITIONS
TIME

Key terms to write about in your exam
 Low self esteem
• Social isolation
• Depression, Anxiety
• Addiction
• Lack of motivation
• Lack of time
• Lack of money
• Lack of support from family or friends

INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY
BTEC Tech Award in Digital Information Technology

SUCCESS AND HAPPINESS FOR EVERY CHILD

Information Technology

Level 1 and Level 2 Grades are based on points awarded for
each Unit of work.
 Level 1

 Pass (30 points) – grade 1
 Merit (43 points) – grade 2
 Distinction (56 points) – grade 3

 Level 2

 Pass (69 points) – grade 4
 Merit (82 points) – grade 6
 Distinction (95 points) – grade 7
 Distinction* (108 points)- grade 8

Information Technology

Course Consists of 3 Units

Information Technology

Google Classroom
Component 3 - Workbooks 3A, 3B, 3C and 3D
Anywhere
Anytime
Any device

Information Technology

Flipped Learning Videos
E-Stream
Good to refresh knowledge

Information Technology

Electronic Flashcards
Phone/Tablet
Quick & Easy
Family & Friends can help
Important: Say Answers Out
loud or Write them down

SUBJECT | TOPIC

“Spaced repetition is just what it sounds like. In
order to commit more to memory and retain
information better, space out your rehearsal and
exposure to it over as long a period as possible. In
other words, you will remember something far
better if you study it for one hour a day, versus
twenty hours in one weekend.”
Peter Hollins

Information Technology
Spaced Repetition
Most Efficient Way to
Revise
Printed Flashcards
Rubber Band or Envelope
for each pile
Everyday pile ‘should’
start to get very small

Information Technology

Quizizz
Multiple Choice Questions
Repeatable
Exam Content
Flashcards
Browser & Mobile App

Information Technology

Recommended Textbooks
BTEC Tech Award Digital
Information Technology:
Student Book - Covers both
coursework components 1
and 2 and exam component
3
BTEC Tech Award Digital
Information Technology
Revision Guide - Covers just
the exam element
Component 3

MATHEMATICS
Exam Preparation Evening 2021

SUCCESS AND HAPPINESS FOR EVERY CHILD

SUBJECT | TOPIC

“The only way to learn mathematics
is to do mathematics.”
Paul Halmos

Basic Exam Information
 All pupils will be sitting the AQA GCSE exam (dates to be confirmed).
 All pupils will sit three 1.5 hour exam papers.
 One will be non-calculator and two will be calculator papers.
 The Foundation papers will contain topics from grades 1 – 5.
 The Higher papers will contain topics from grades 1 – 9 but will focus
on grades 5 – 9.
 Pupils will have a list of all of the topics that can be included in their
exam on their Google Classroom feed.
Pupils need a blue
or black pen,
pencil, ruler and
scientific
calculator.

How to Improve
 The important thing to recognise when preparing for your maths
exam is that it’s a discipline that depends on understanding. Unlike
some other subjects, memorising isn’t going to do the job; instead,
the best technique is to practise, practise, practise.
 The best thing that you can do to prepare before the exam is to
rehearse as many questions as possible and create resources from
your learning.
Just reading through your
notes doesn’t work. You
could try making flash
cards, mind maps or
booklets.

Useful Links
If you need some tips on how to create good retrieval
resources you could try some of the links listed
below:
https://collegeinfogeek.com/flash-card-study-tips/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zkmpng8
For general exam preparation tips:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z877wnb

Past Papers
 One of the best ways to improve your maths is to work through past
papers using your notes, friends and online resources to support
you.
 Exam papers are a good indicator of the level of maths required and
the type of questions you may be asked. As you go through the
questions, mark down the ones you get wrong and make sure you
revisit them before the day of the exam. Set targets after every exam
paper or assessment and use them to improve.

Try using Hegarty
to improve on the
topics you get
wrong.

Past Papers
 Through Year 11 pupils will complete multiple past papers. From
these they should gets lists of targets for improvement and
questions that they get to try again.
 Remember, mistakes can often be the best way to learn.

Pupils should keep all
of their papers in a blue
folder at school to bring
home closer to the
exams.

Formulae
This year a formulae sheet will be provided in the exam. Most of the formulae
needed can be found in the pupil planners. Be careful to check which tier you need.
Make sure you can substitute in to and use:
 The quadratic formula
 Circumference and area of a circle
 Pythagoras’ theorem
 Trigonometry formulae
 Surface area of a cone
 Volume of a sphere
 Volume of a cone
 Kinetics formulae

These would
make good flash
cards.

Intervention and support available
 Intervention is taking place in various forms.
 All pupils will also be invited to specific intervention sessions
through the year.
 Pupils should always attend the intervention they are invited to
when possible as it will contain key information for them.
 If pupils need support they can also contact their teacher through
Hegarty Maths or Gmail.
You will receive an email
or letter home when the
sessions for your child
are happening.

Revision Timetable
 Pupils need to start preparing now and closer to the exams should
have a revision timetable for the topics they want to cover in our
subject.
 If they want help with this, they can ask their classroom teacher and
they will help them find or create one.
 The link below offers tips on creating a revision schedule too:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z83cqhv
A schedule will help
to keep pupils
focused and on
track.

Software and Online
MathsWatch contains thousands of videos,
interactive questions and worksheets for all GCSE
topics.
The videos explain the topics as their teacher would.
They get instant feedback for the interactive examstyle questions and assignments.
As a parent/carer, you can also see what work is
being done on there. To log on all pupils need is


their school email address
and their normal school IT
password.

Hegarty Maths
 Pupils need to know the name of our school, their name, their date of
birth and their normal school password to log on.

Hegarty Maths is an outstanding VLE (Virtual Learning
Environment) which has over 900 online teacher videos and linked
tasks.
 There is an assessment/quiz following each video.
 All information and scores are recorded to help students, staff and
parents see strengths and weaknesses.
In the top right corner you will find
lots of help on how you as a
parent/carer can use Hegarty to help
your child.

Hegarty Additional Functions:
 MemRi helps pupils retrieve previous knowledge. Pupils will
get a mixture of questions based on prior learning and if they
are stuck, they will also get linked videos to support them.
 Fix up 5 helps pupils to learn topics they have struggled with in
the past by giving them 5 questions and again, linked video
support.
 MemRi and Fix up 5 are features designed to help pupils retain
facts needed in their long term memory. The more pupils use
these features in Year 11, the better their recall skills will be
when it comes to the exams.

Elevate your
revision!

Extra Resources
 Apps like BBC Bitesize, Key Cards GCSE Maths Revision and
Gojimo are very pupil friendly.
 CGP has a range of revision guides and question books you can
buy. Some revision guides are available school via Parent Pay.
 Corbett Maths has a huge variety of questions, videos, sheets
and other resources.
 For past papers and mark schemes you can use
revisionmaths.com or onmaths.com
Pupils can ask their teacher
if they would like some
specific recommendations.

MODERN FOREIGN
LANGUAGES
French and Spanish

SUCCESS AND HAPPINESS FOR EVERY CHILD

SUBJECT | TOPIC

‘One language sets you in a corridor for
life. Two languages open every door
along
the way’

Frank Smith

EXAM CONTENT

How am I assessed?
There are four exams that make-up GCSE French
and Spanish: Listening, Speaking, Reading and
Writing.
These exams are all equally weighted at 25%.

SPEAKING EXAM

The speaking exam has 3 different tasks. A role play,
photo card and general conversation.
This takes place before the written examinations
The general conversation questions have been
written and prepared in class
Advice for revising these questions: Break down
your answers into smaller chunks, start revising now
for the mocks and tackle a question at a time. Write
them onto cue cards and getting others to test is also
a good revision technique.

EXAM PREPARATION

What should I be doing now?
 Meet deadlines for homework and any written task preparation.
 Go through the past papers done in class and look at where you went
wrong. Use the mark-scheme to find the traps you fell into and the
key vocabulary you missed. What can you do better next time? The
papers and mark-schemes etc. are available on Google Classroom.
 Do any of the Exampro tasks for extra practice.
 Learn conversation questions prepared in class ready for speaking
exam.
 Learn key verbs in all three time frames.
 Learn vocabulary regularly (use the websites to help).
 Listen to songs on YouTube/radio stations/watch films with subtitles
in the target language

SUPPORT AVAILABLE

At school:
 Language mats to be used during lessons, text books in
class, past papers uploaded onto Google Classroom (as well
as key revision and grammar sheets).
 After school revision sessions every other Monday after
school. Open to all.
 AQA revision guides, revision workbooks and translation
skills books.
 Class teachers are readily available at lunchtimes to help
with revision skills and exam preparation, when required.

SUPPORT AVAILABLE – INDEPENDENT REVISION

 Online revision websites:.
 EXAMPRO
 www.memrise.co.uk – useful for learning/revising vocabulary.
 www.linguascope.com – Ask your teacher for the username/password (use
the intermediate section for vocabulary activities).
 www.kerboodle.com – here you are able to access listening and reading
activities, as well as practise general vocabulary. See your teacher if you
have forgotten your login details.
 www.pearsonactivelearn.com – Ask your teacher for details
 www.cram.com – flashcards and activities to practise key vocab and
grammar. Ask your teachers for the codes to find pre-prepared lists.
 www.senecalearning.com – use this website on your own or join a class set
up by your teacher – good activities to practise key vocab.

RELIGIOUS STUDIES
EXAM INFORMATION

SUCCESS AND HAPPINESS FOR EVERY CHILD

AQA Spec A
Paper 1 - 1 hour 45 minutes

 The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices.
 Pupils answer all questions for the two religions studied.
(Christianity and Judaism)

Paper 2 - 1 hour 45 minutes

 Thematic studies.
 Pupils answer four themes from the six themes. (Religion,
Peace and Conflict, Religion and Life, Religion, Crime and
Punishment and Relationships and Families.)

Paper 1 - The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices

Christianity beliefs

 The nature of God:
 The Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. •
Different Christian beliefs about creation
 Different Christian beliefs about the
afterlife including: resurrection and life
after death; judgement, heaven and hell.
 The incarnation (Jesus)
 The crucifixion, resurrection and ascension
 Sin, including original sin
 The means of salvation, including law,
grace and Spirit
 The role of Christ in salvation including the
idea of atonement.

Christianity practices

 Different forms of worship (liturgical, non-liturgical private
and informal)
 Prayer and its significance, including the Lord’s Prayer, set
prayers and informal prayer.
 The sacrament of baptism and its significance; infant and
believers’ baptism; different beliefs about infant baptism
 The sacrament of Eucharist (Holy Communion) , including
different ways in which it is celebrated and different
interpretations of its meaning.
 The role and importance of pilgrimage including - Lourdes
and Iona
 The celebrations of Christmas and Easter.
 The role of the Church in the local community, including food
banks and street pastors.
 The place of mission, evangelism and Church growth, The
importance of the worldwide Church including: working for
reconciliation, how Christian churches respond to
persecution and the work of one of the following: Catholic
Agency For Overseas Development (CAFOD), Christian Aid,
Tearfund.

Paper 1 - The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices

Judaism beliefs

 The nature of God
 Beliefs about life after death, including judgement
and resurrection.
 The nature and role of the Messiah, including
different views on the role and importance of the
Messiah.
 The promised land and the Covenant with Abraham.
 The Covenant at Sinai and its importance including
the role of Moses and the Ten Commandments.
 Key moral principles including justice, healing the
world, charity and kindness to others.
 The importance of the sanctity of human life,
including the concept of ‘saving a life’ (Pikuach
Nefesh).
 The relationship between free will and the 613
mitzvot, including the difference between them and
their importance.

Judaism practices

 The synagogue and its importance, the design and
religious features of synagogues.
 Differences in practices between Orthodox and
Reform synagogues. • Public acts of worship
including: the significance of prayer, including the
Amidah, the standing prayer.
 Shabbat in the home and synagogue and its
significance.
 Worship in the home and private prayer.
 The written law (Tenakh) and the oral law (Talmud),
and their study, use and significance in daily life.
 Ceremonies including Brit Milah, Bar and Bat
Mitzvah, the marriage ceremony , mourning rituals.
 Dietary laws and their significance: kosher and
trefah • separation of milk and meat
 Festivals and their importance for Jews in Great
Britain today, including the origins and meaning of:
Pesach, Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur

Paper 2 – Thematic studies
 Religion, Peace and Conflict – including peace, violence, terrorism, causes of
war, Just War Theory, Holy War, Pacifism, nuclear weapons, individuals and
organisations that work for peace.
 Religion and Life – including Creation, Stewardship, use and abuse of the
environment, use and abuse of animals, origins of life, importance of life,
Abortion and Euthanasia.
 Religion, Crime and Punishment – including morals, causes and types of
crime, aims of punishment, treatment of criminals, types of punishment such
as Death Penalty, Prison etc, forgiveness.
 Relationships and Families – including nature and purpose of families,
nature and purpose of marriage, contraception and procreation, divorce,
gender equality.

Religious studies resources

 Pupil Drive → RS folder → GCSE revision
 After school intervention sessions fortnightly.
 Recommended book –
 Oxford AQA revision guide Religious Studies A Christianity and Judaism
 CGP GCSE AQA A religious Studies (for the grade 9-1 course)
 Seneca (a great revision website)
 Pupils own revision notes/exercise books

REVISION AND
EXAM ADVICE
Biology, Chemistry and Physics GCSEs

SUCCESS AND HAPPINESS FOR EVERY CHILD

How many GCSEs is the course worth?
Separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry & Physics to be
awarded.
Time and effort spent on revision and preparation
should reflect this.

The exams
Papers to be sat
Papers 1 & 2 for Biology
Papers 1 & 2 for Chemistry
Papers 1 & 2 for Physics
All papers are 1 hour and 45 minutes long and sat at
different times.

There is no coursework for GCSE science qualifications,
everything relies on the exams.

Required practical tasks
There will be questions on required practical tasks on
all exam papers – not all of the required practical
tasks will be covered, but we don’t know which ones
will be!
Pupils need to be aware of the methods, results and
how they relate to the topics that they were taught
with.

The tricky questions – worth 6 marks!
When these appear on the exam papers, there is a
large area of blank lines. This can appear quite
daunting for some of our pupils and they sometimes
put off answering.
This is something that pupils can practise

6 mark question: an example
Animals and plants have features (adaptations) that
allow them to survive in the conditions in which they
normally live.
Describe how animals and plants are adapted to
survive in dry conditions such as deserts.
For each adaptation that you give, describe how the
adaptation helps the animal or plant to survive in dry
conditions.
To obtain full marks you should refer to both animals
and plants.

How to approach answering the 6 mark questions

The first thing we would get the students to do is read
the whole question.
 Re read the question and highlight all the key
information and command words

Highlighting
Animals and plants have features (adaptations) that
allow them to survive in the conditions in which they
normally live.
Describe how animals and plants are adapted to
survive in dry conditions such as deserts.
For each adaptation that you give, describe how the
adaptation helps the animal or plant to survive in dry
conditions.
To obtain full marks you should refer to both animals
and plants

How easy is it to pick up marks?
For 1-2 marks they would simply say camels have long
eyelashes or cactus have spikes.
For 3-4 marks students have to say camels have long
eyelashes so that they can prevent sand getting in their
eyes OR Cacti have spikes to prevent them being eaten by
predators.
For 5-6 marks students have to say camels have long
eyelashes so that they can prevent sand getting in their
eyes AND cacti have spikes to prevent them being eaten
by predators. It has to be a PLANT AND AN ANIMAL, it
cannot be two adaptations for plants or two for an animal.

Practice to improve
It is usually relatively easy to pick up at least 2 marks
on a 6 mark question
The lines don’t all need filling – you can write a few
sentences and pick up all 6 marks.
Always have a go!

Keep practising

Potential topics for 6 mark questions
These have been identified (and practised) throughout
the courses
Some examples:
In Chemistry pupils might be asked to describe and
explain how a chemical process works, or how the
atmosphere has changed over time
In Physics the topics may be comparing electricity
generating methods or the life cycle of stars.

Command words
These are listed in the front of pupils’ journals.
Pupils need to be aware of what each one is asking for
them to do.

Key terms
There are always questions that require pupils to supply a key term to a
definition or reaction type, others expect to see key terms used correctly.
Eg What type of reaction is shown below?

Copper + oxygen  copper oxide
Pupils should know oxidation is a reaction in which oxygen is gained.
Therefore the correct answer is…
oxidation
Learning the key terms so that they can be used correctly is something that
every pupil can do. Key terms are in the glossary in the kerboodle textbooks

What help is available?
Exercise books with notes and checklists for revision
purposes.
An online textbook for each of the three courses with
practice questions and answers is available via
Kerboodle.

A revision / practice book for each GCSE is available to
purchase from the parent pay shop.

Monday evening sessions
Formal sessions are being planned for one evening a
fortnight (shared between the three separate science
subjects) which all pupils should ideally be attending.

More help

Science teachers are available at a lunchtime to assist
with any queries that pupils have – there is the
opportunity to ask other science teachers to get a
slightly different explanation too!
Science teachers are also available via google
classroom to answer any queries that pupils may have
or if extra help is needed.

Other sources

Complete revision resources e.g. Mind maps, flash

cards, etc. using the checklists they have been given
throughout the course for guidance. Checklist are also
available on google classroom.
Revision resources, including practice questions and
answers are to be found on via google classroom,

these can be accessed from home as well as in school.
Seneca Learning

Wise words

“You don’t know what you
don’t know”
Socrates

Finding out what you don’t know

Concentrate on completion of any quizzes
or practice questions to identify gaps in
knowledge. Then use the available notes
and explanations to help you with any
uncertainties that may be encountered.
An important thing to recognise is that it
isn’t a particular question that pupils should
be able to answer, but similar questions
around the same topic.

Resources on the web

BBC Bitesize – make sure looking at AQA Science resources
Youtube channel “MyGCSE Science” – no need to purchase
resources from the associated website
Youtube channel “freesciencelessons”
GetRevising - free registration needed
DocBrown – many resources, ensure relevant to AQA courses
Primrose kitten – a youtube resource
S-Cool - many resources, ensure relevant to AQA courses
Royal Society of Chemistry (particularly good for demos of the
required practical activities) & other professional societies

Any questions?

If you would like any advice or have any questions you
would prefer to ask directly please contact Miss
Crosby or your child’s science teacher via the school
office.

SUCCESS AND HAPPINESS FOR EVERY CHILD

