‘Learning Pathways
Key Stage 4’
CURRICULUM CHOICE 2017

This booklet has been designed to explain to parents and pupils the curriculum on
offer in Years 9, 10 and 11 at Healing School, A Science Academy. Healing School
has a 3 year Key Stage 4 model and we believe strongly that by starting in Year 9 it
will prove invaluable in helping your child to achieve their full potential at this important
stage of their education. We hope the information will provide a useful insight into the
courses the pupils will be embarking upon, and guidance about the curriculum choices
they have to make. Information on all subjects on offer including the compulsory core
subjects can be found at:
http://portal.healing-school.co.uk/pathways

The Curriculum at Key Stage 4
The school believes in offering, as far as possible, a broad curriculum that provides a choice of
different pathways towards further education and a wide choice of career opportunities. Along with the
Core subjects of English, Maths, Science, ICT, RS and PWL. To meet these needs the school
provides a 25 hour period week. Each period (pd) is 1 hour. In September 2017 all pupils in Year 9
will study the following:Compulsory Core Subjects:English Language & English Literature
Mathematics
Science – GCSE Dual Award Science or GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics
ICT – BTEC ICT
Physical Education
Religious Studies

4 pds
4 pds
5 pds
1 pd
2 pds
1 pd

In addition, OPTION SUBJECTS will be offered, from which pupils must make their selection in order
of preference.
From this selection, pupils will be provided with THREE options*

The option
subjects
are:-

GCSE
German

GCSE
Art

BTEC
Health and
Social
Care

GCSE
Computer
Science

GCSE
Design &
Technology

GCSE
History

GCSE
Physical
Education

GCSE Food
Preparation
and
Nutrition

GCSE
French

GCSE
Geography

GCSE
Music

BTEC
Performing
Arts

GCSE
Textile
Design
(Art &
Design)

It is hoped that all pupils will be able to study their choices, but if circumstances make it impossible to
fulfil all individual choices, a pupil may have to make a change to fit in with the school resources.
(Sadly the school cannot resource groups of less than fifteen students.) Where a pupil cannot be
allocated first choices, their other choices will be considered, in the order selected on the form.
It is expected that most pupils are expected to study a foreign language and a humanities subject.
All courses can only run if there is sufficient interest from the pupils.
All pupils have been spoken to by Mrs Gunn/Mrs Horner this will be discussed further at appointments
with Senior Leaders before making the final option choices.
For information on all courses and more details about the options process, please log on to the
school’s Learning Pathways website at:
http://portal.healing-school.co.uk/pathways

Examination and Assessment
Types of Course
GCSE
Currently most GCSE subjects taught at Key Stage 4 include some element of coursework and a final
assessment by external examination which leads to the award of the General Certificate of Secondary
Education (GCSE) However, this is due to change and most subjects in 2018 and subsequent years
will be assessed purely on the end of course examinations.
For GCSE, all the specifications, assessment and grading procedures are based on national criteria.
In all the GCSE subjects grades are currently being awarded on a points scale denoted by the letters:
A*, A, B, C, D, E, F and G. However, this is due to change and when your son/daughter takes their
GCSE qualification they will be awarded in numbers, 9, 8, 7,6, 5, 4, 3, 2 & 1 with 9 representing the
highest grade.
BTEC
Vocational courses of study take the form of a ‘Level 2 BTEC Technical Award’ qualification. The
course details are provided in the ‘Option Subjects section’ within this booklet. (Information is correct
at time of publication; however this may be subject to change by the Examination Board in light of
Government Reforms. Any subsequent changes to course content and assessment procedures will be
shared with pupils and parents as soon as practicable).
Each BTEC qualification at Level 2 is recognised under the National Qualifications and Credit
Framework (NQF) as being equivalent to 1 GCSE.
In terms of League table value only, a pupil is permitted to have a maximum of 2 BTEC subjects
declared against these criteria, and each BTEC will count for one GCSE equivalent grade.
In BTEC subjects, grades are awarded on a points scale denoted by the letters: D (Distinction),
equivalent to GCSE grade A, M (Merit), equivalent to GCSE grade B, and P (Pass) equivalent to
GCSE grade C. Candidates who fail to reach a minimum standard for a Pass (Grade C equivalent) will
be awarded a Level 1 Pass (Grade E equivalent). Future grading equivalencies for 9-1 are yet to be
confirmed.

External Examination
Where the GCSE subjects have “tiered” examinations, pupils will be entered for the appropriate level
of exam i.e. Foundation, or Higher, depending upon their ability and progress in each subject. Some
subjects also award Certificates of Accreditation to pupils who successfully complete certain units to
the required standard. There are fixed grade ranges for each tier. Each subject will differ in this case.
BTEC assessment in BTEC courses: assessment is mainly through coursework together with up to
2 external assessments depending on the level and subject.

Option Subjects
The next section of this booklet describes each of the option subjects you can study at Healing
School. Please read each one thoroughly. If you do not understand something, or have a question
relating to any of the subjects, that is not answered in the information provided, make a note of the
issue and ask a teacher.
The list of subjects from which you can choose:














Art & Design GCSE
Computer Science GCSE
Design Technology GCSE
Food Preparation and Nutrition GCSE
French GCSE
Geography GCSE
German GCSE
Health & Social Care BTEC
History GCSE
Music GCSE
Performing Arts BTEC
Physical Education GCSE
Textile Design GCSE
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COMPUTER SCIENCE - This GCSE course is in addition to the IT BTEC

If you choose to study Computer Science as an option, you will work towards achieving a GCSE in
Computer Science, alongside the completion of the mandatory BTEC Tech Award in Information
Technology that all other pupils will complete in the 1 hour a week lesson.
Computer Systems

Computation Thinking,
Algorithms and Programming

Practical Programming

Systems Architecture
Memory and Storage
Networking
System Security
System Software
Ethical, legal, cultural and
environmental concerns

Algorithms
Programming Techniques
Programming robust programs
Computational Logic
Translators and facilities of
languages
Data Representation

Programming techniques
Analysis
Design
Development
Testing and evaluation

To do well you will need:

A mature approach to your work

Confidence in your use of computers and mathematical skills

A good understanding of Python Programming from KS3 (Unit 8.2 – Computer Programming)

Be able to plan well and work to strict deadlines

Commit at least 60 minutes per week out of class time to support your progress

Learners will be assessed by undertaking the following components during the course:

Component 1 – Computer Systems, Written theory examination of 1 hour 30 minutes.

Component 2 – Computational thinking, algorithms and programming, written theory
examination of 1 hour 30 minutes.


Component 3 – Programming Project, undertaken in year 11, 20 hours non-exam controlled
coursework

Upon successful completion of a Computer Science course learners may:

Progress into Employment/Apprenticeship

Undertake more advanced qualifications eg AS/A Level Computer Science/ICT, vocational
Qualifications and/or degree courses in areas such as Computing, Engineering and Science
(for those achieving Grade C or above)

ICT Section on School Website
GCSE Computer Science Specification

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

“Design & Technology is about designing and making things that people want and that work well.
Creating these things is hugely exciting”: It is an inventive, fun activity.” This quote from James Dyson
sums up this subject well. Pupils will have an opportunity to work with new and emerging technologies
and specialise in the area of design which interests them the most. We aim to provide an exciting
opportunity for all pupils. It requires a spark of imagination, a good understanding of Maths and
Physics – as well as the practical skill of making things. It’s challenging but it’s fascinating.
There are four assessment objectives:• AO1: Identify, investigate and outline design possibilities to address
needs and wants.
• AO2: Design and make prototypes that are fit for purpose.
• AO3: Analyse and evaluate: • design decisions and outcomes, including
for prototypes made by themselves and others • wider issues in design
and technology.
• AO4: Demonstrate and apply knowledge and understanding of: •
technical principles • designing and making principles.

1. Written exam -50% 2hrs (summer of Yr 11)
Section A – Core technical principles (20 marks) - A mixture of multiple choice and short answer
questions, assessing a breadth of technical knowledge and understanding.
Section B – Specialist technical principles (30 marks) - Several short answer questions (2–5
marks) and one extended response to assess a more in depth knowledge of technical principles.
Section C – Designing and making principles (50 marks) - A mixture of short answer and extended
response questions.
2. Non-exam assessment (NEA) -50% 30–35 hours approx.
Pupils will produce a prototype and a portfolio of evidence. This will be a substantial design and make
task. Contextual challenges will be released annually in June in the year prior to the submission of the
NEA. Pupils will be encouraged to work with timber, metal and polymers as well as encompassing
electronic and mechanical systems. Work will be marked by teachers and moderated by the exam
board.

Both the Royal Academy of Engineers and the Design Council consider D&T to be a vital subject for
growth in their industries. The need for those with science, technology, engineering and maths
qualifications is regularly in the news and high on the government’s agenda. The new GCSE means
that pupils could be designing products that address modern issues related to health, developing
communities and protecting people. Typical career prospects could include further and higher
education courses and apprenticeships, design-based careers, electro/mechanical engineering,
architecture, carpentry, CAD/CAM, and the renewables industry, to name a few.

AQA D&T Specification http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-andtechnology-8552
Design and Technology Association https://www.data.org.uk/
All things’ D&T’ www.technologystudent.com/

FOOD PREPARATION & NUTRITION

This is a new, exciting and creative course that focuses on developing high level practical cooking skills
and a thorough understanding of nutrition, food origin and the working characteristics of ingredients. It
promotes independent thinking, forward planning and organisational skills. The main focus is developing
cookery skills to give pupils a strong understanding of nutrition and food science. Pupils will be expected
to bring their own ingredients and products for practical cooking lessons and therefore must be well
organised.
The five core topics are:1. Food, Nutrition & Health
2. Food Science
3. Food Safety
4. Food Choice
5. Food Provenance
(where food comes from)

Some of the skills you will learn:
 Designing your own recipes
 Carrying out practical experiments
 Making informed choices about ingredients
 Nutritional analysis
 How to present a dish attractively
 Understanding functional and chemical properties of food
 Selecting appropriate cooking methods
 Understanding food and the environment
 Developing recipes and considering special diets/ nutritional needs /
target markets

All the assessment will take place in Year 11 of the course and comprises of two elements.
3.

Practical Investigations – 50% (during Yr 11 - lessons and homework)
a) Task 1: Food Investigation (30 marks, 15%, 10hrs)
(i) Practical investigation into the working characteristics, functional
and chemical properties of ingredients.
(ii) Electronic report (1,500 – 2,000 words), including photographic
evidence of the practical investigation.
b) Task 2: Food Preparation Assessment (70 marks, 35%, 20hrs)
(i) Plan, prepare, cook, present and photograph three dishes to fit the task
set by the exam board in a 3 hour session.
(ii) Electronic portfolio, including photographic evidence to support the
practical task.

4.

Written Exam – 50% 1hr 45mins (summer of Yr 11)
Section A – Multiple-choice, 20 marks
Section B – Five questions each with a number of sub questions, 80
marks

Can lead to many further and higher education courses and careers in food product development,
biotechnology, food manufacturing, sports nutritionist, teacher, dietician, consumer research analyst,
chef, food journalist and photographer, environmental health officer, and many more.

http://www.healing-school.co.uk
Food Preparation & Nutrition section on school website
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/food/gcse/food-preparation-and-nutrition-8585 AQA Exam Board
www.illuminate.digital/aqafood
Username:SHEAL3 Password:STUDENT3 (Upper or lower
case)
www.nutrition.org.uk
www.nhs.co.uk
www.bda.uk.com www.food.gov.uk

FRENCH

During the three year course, you will be constantly practising listening, speaking, reading and writing
skills.
The schemes of work include the following three themes;
1. Identity and culture
2. Local, national, international and global areas of interest
3. Current and future study and employment

Throughout the course you will be given help and guidance on how to achieve your predicted grade.
The French GCSE is assessed as follows;
Listening, Reading, Speaking and Writing skills are all tested by an
exam. Each one is worth 25% of the final GCSE grade.
GCSE French has a Foundation Tier (grades 1–5) and a Higher Tier
(grades 4–9). Pupils must take all four question papers at the same
tier.

To achieve a high score in these tests you must be prepared to revise vocabulary regularly throughout
the course and use the recommended websites to develop your skills. This new exam also includes
some translation from English to French and from French to English, which will be practised in
lessons. Finally, you must be prepared to learn the basic grammar and structures of the language to
enable you to communicate in French without prior preparation.






Specialist jobs involving the use of language skills: teaching, interpreting, tourism, secretarial,
European Commission
Using your language skills working for a company with foreign trade partners (on average,
those who use language skills at work earn 8% more than those who do not).
Leisure / recreational use e.g. holidays
It can make it easier to learn new foreign languages in the future. (Some people may be
required to do this for work).

www.linguascope.com
www.languagesonline.org.uk
www.atantot.com
www.atantot-extra.co.uk
http://www.healing-school.co.uk
www.wordreference.com
www.bbc.co.uk/languages
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/french/

GEOGRAPHY

Human Geography
 Topics include looking at uneven development,
urbanisation and the economy, together with the
issues that arise from this. Investigating the effect of
the changing world upon you.
Physical Geography
 Topics include weather and climate change the study
of the landscapes within the UK as well as the tropical
rainforest ecosystem.
Geographical Skills
 The study of maps, sketch maps, photographs and
satellite data all help in our studies of the topics listed
above.

Your knowledge and understanding will be monitored through regular tests.
 The assessment is in three final examinations which count for 100% of your final mark.
 This will include the aspects of human & physical geography as well as geographical skills.
 Additional marks will be awarded for correct spelling, punctuation and grammar.

For many jobs it is a real advantage if you have studied Geography. If you study Geography you will
develop:
 a knowledge of different places and how to use maps. You can use these skills in a variety of jobs
 the ability to notice and understand what happens around you. You can use these skills to help you
become a town planner, a landscape architect, a civil engineer, a market researcher, a social
worker, a teacher, a manager in business or a lawyer
 a strong interest in the environment. You can use this interest as an environmental scientist, a
weather forecaster, an estate manager, a surveyor or work in nature conservation.

http://onlinegeography.wikispaces.com/ - Online Geography textbook written specifically for your
course
www.aqa.org.uk/ (This is the examination board web site. Here you will find full details of the
examination syllabus – GCSE Geography Syllabus A)
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/ (A good revision site for geography)
http://www.healing-school.co.uk (Geography section on school website)

GERMAN

During the three year course, you will be constantly practising listening, speaking, reading and writing
skills.
The schemes of work include the following three themes;
1. Identity and culture
2. Local, national, international and global areas of interest
3. Current and future study and employment

Throughout the course you will be given help and guidance on
how to achieve your predicted grade.
The German GCSE is assessed as follows;
Listening, Reading, Speaking and Writing skills are all tested by
an exam. Each one is worth 25% of the final GCSE grade.
GCSE German has a Foundation Tier (grades 1–5) and a
Higher Tier (grades 4–9). Pupils must take all four question
papers at the same tier.
To achieve a high score in these tests you must be prepared to
revise vocabulary regularly throughout the course and use the recommended websites to develop
your skills. This new exam also includes some translation from English to German and from German
to English, which will be practised in lessons. Finally, you must be prepared to learn the basic
grammar and structures of the language to enable you to communicate in German without prior
preparation.






Specialist jobs involving the use of language skills: teaching, interpreting, tourism, secretarial,
European Commission
Using your language skills working for a company with foreign trade partners (on average, those
who use language skills at work earn 8% more than those who do not).
Leisure / recreational use e.g. holidays
It can make it easier to learn new foreign languages in the future. (Some people may be required
to do this for work).

www.linguascope.com
www.languagesonline.org.uk
www.atantot.com
www.atantot-extra.co.uk
http://www.healing-school.co.uk
www.leo.org
www.wordreference.com
www.bbc.co.uk/languages
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/german/

If you choose to study Health and Social Care as an option, you will work towards the BTEC Level 2
Technical Award, which is equivalent to one GCSE grade A*- C. This course is best suited to pupils
who are thinking of employment within the Health and Social Care sector. It will enable pupils to
progress to a higher level qualification relevant to Health and Social Care when they move on to
further education.
In BTEC subjects, grades are awarded on a points scale denoted by the letters: D (Distinction),
equivalent to GCSE grade A, M (Merit), equivalent to GCSE grade B, and P (Pass) equivalent to
GCSE grade C. Candidates who fail to reach a minimum standard for a Pass (Grade C equivalent) will
be awarded a Level 1 Pass (Grade E equivalent). Future grading equivalencies for 9-1 are yet to be
confirmed.
Structure of the qualification
The course consists of 3 components. One of these components is externally assessed and the other
2 are assessed internally through coursework. The components you will study are:
Human Lifespan Development

Health and Social Care Services and Values

Health and Wellbeing
To do well you will need:

a mature approach to your work

To enjoy planning and producing work to meet deadlines.

To commit at least 40 minutes per week out of class time to support your progress.
Key points about this course:

Motivates learners via applied learning and assessment

BTEC qualifications are recognised by employers and education institutions

Provides a good progression route to more advanced qualifications e.g. BTEC Level 3.

Offers flexible learning and assessment.

Will enhance the curriculum and help gain experience of vocational skills which will prepare you
for work.

A variety of assessment methods will be used such as projects, assignments and presentations.
A grading scale of Pass, Merit and Distinction is applied to all units.

Component 1 – Human Lifespan Development (30%) assessed through controlled coursework.

Component 2 – Health and Social Care Services and Values (30%) assessed through controlled
coursework.

Component 3 – Health and Wellbeing (40%) assessed externally through a set task which has
to be will be completed in three hours.

You may continue to study Health and Social Care by choosing to study it at BTEC Level 3 or A level
when going onto further education. Health and Social Care could help you to gain a job in the care
sector in roles such as a nurse, nursery nurse, care worker or working with the physically or mentally
disabled.

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/health-and-social-care.htmlDetails of the course content
http://www.hscic.gov.uk/- Provides you with an insight into what is makes up the health and social care
sectors.

HISTORY

GCSE History ‘Explaining the Modern World!’
Paper 1 - Period study
Section A - Democracy and Dictatorship - Germany 18901945, a turbulent time of change, looking at the
development and collapse of democracy and the rise and
fall of Nazism.
Your work in years 7 and 8 will be of great help.
Section B – Conflict and Tension 1918-1939 – focusing on
the causes of World War 2, very usefully linking in with our
study on Germany and our work in year 7 and 8.
Paper 2 – Shaping the Nation
Section A – Thematic Studies – Britain, Health and the People c1000 to the present day, studying how
medicine, surgery and public health have all developed through time.
Section B – The Historic Environment – a fascinating study of the ‘Golden Age’ of the first Queen
Elizabeth.

There is no coursework element in the History GCSE so we will now have two examinations; Paper 1
and 2, at the end of the course, each will focus on the periods studied.

The skills that you started to learn in Years 7 and 8 will be developed in Years 9, 10 and 11.
 The skills of evaluation, interpretation and analysis, are needed in every subject across the
curriculum
 You interpret results, data and statistics in Maths and Science and you evaluate poems in
English.
Careers include: Teacher, Archivist, Costume Designer, Museum worker, Archaeologist, Travel Agent,
Antiques Dealer, Civil Service, the law, local government, politics, journalism and market research.
There is a wide variety of jobs because of the skills learned from the course.

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/mwh/ (A useful site from the BBC bite size site)
www.schoolhistory.co.uk/revision (Another very useful site)
www.historygcse.org (More useful revision on the modern world)
www.johndclare.net (Lots of useful information) GCSE, excellent resources, help, tips, guidance.
www.revisiontime.com/gcse_history.html This site gives access to many other revision sites on the
Internet
www.healing-school.co.uk History section on school website
www.mr.allsop.com

MUSIC

GCSE Music consists of three main elements:
Understanding Music
Pupils will listen to a wide range of music from the following: Western Classical Tradition (1650 +),
Popular music, Traditional music, Western Classical Tradition since 1910. You will study two set
works – Haydn ‘Clock’ Symphony 101 in D major, Movement 2 and The Beatles ‘Sgt Peppers Lonely
Hearts Club Band’, focusing on the pieces, ‘Lucy In The Sky With Diamonds’, ‘With A Little Help From
My Friends’, ‘Within You, Without You’.
Composing
Pupils will compose two pieces of music, one is in response to
externally set brief and the other a free composition of the pupils
choice of genre.
Performing Music
Pupils will perform one solo and one group piece of music on their
chosen instrument or voice lasting a combined minimum of four
minutes and a maximum of seven.

Understanding Music. 40% written paper
1.5 hour formal examination with questions relating to the set works, wide range of music and the
pupils understanding of musical elements.
Performing Music. 30%
The two pieces of music will be assessed (one solo, one ensemble) by the centre and moderated
externally.
Composing Music. 30% controlled assessment
The composition will be assessed by the centre and moderated externally.

Upon successful completion of a GCSE Music qualification, learners may progress into the following:
 Theatre, television & film related jobs.
 Music industry jobs (Recording/Studio engineer etc.).
 Journalism.
 Concert promotion.
 Musician, Session Musician, Conductor.
 Media
 Music Therapy
Music Tuition – In school or Private.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zpf3cdm
BBC Bitesize GCSE music – this will give
you an understanding of what to expect in the listening paper and key vocabulary.
www.healing-school.co.uk
Music section on school website

PERFORMING ARTS

If you choose to study Performing Arts - Acting as an option, you will work towards the BTEC Award as a
minimum qualification. This course covers an exciting variety of aspects of drama and the performing arts.
As the BTEC Award in Performing Arts is a practical introduction to life and work in the industry, students
can explore the sector while:
 developing specific skills and techniques;
 devising and delivering a workshop performance;
 analysing, evaluating and enhancing their skills.
The course has two internally assessed components and one that's externally assessed.
The units will introduce students to specific practitioners in acting with a focus on developing skills in
movement and voice by observing performances and developing their own repertoire. During the course,
students can see whether the industry is one they want to be in, where they could go, and gain the
knowledge and skills they need to succeed in their next steps. After completing the course, students can
continue on to further vocational and academic study at level 2 and level 3, as well as apprenticeships and
traineeships .What’s more, the students will master transferable skills during their studies such as selfreflection, communication, teamwork and problem solving will also support their progress in the present and
future.
To do well you will need:
 a passion for performing live theatre!
 a desire to think independently and develop as a create
decision maker;
 to enjoy working and communicating with others, enhancing
a team;
 be a reflective learner, considering your decisions carefully;
 a genuine interest in drama, theatre and the performing arts;
 a willingness to rehearse reliably;
 physical fitness.
Key points about this course:
 Motivates learners via applied learning and assessment;
 BTEC qualifications are recognised by employers and education institutions;
 Provides a good progression route to more advanced qualifications e.g. BTEC Nationals, AS & A2;
 Offers flexible learning and assessment.

The qualification is gained through 60% coursework assessed by your teacher. Your assessment is largely
based on your practical work and performances. This is supported by your research/ diary/ blog/ and/or
video diary as additional evidence of your development. Effectively, 40% is now externally assessed.
‘showcase’ and letter.





developing your ability and confidence as a communicator, and as a person: employers are
increasingly asking for interpersonal skills in a competitive employment market
any career path requiring independent thinking skills, team-working skills, social skills, a strength of
character
the BTEC qualification directly supports careers in the nation’s vibrant and wide-ranging performing
arts industry

www.dv8.co.uk
www.shooting-fish.co.uk

www.franticassembly.co.uk
www.trestle.org.uk

www.cirquedusoleil.com
www.strangeface.co.uk

The GCSE Physical Education course will provide you
with two periods a week of classroom based lessons in
which you will learn the theory aspects behind
participation in sport. Your two periods of practical PE
lessons will be used to assess your abilities as a
performer in a variety of different activities. This course
is suited to those pupils who have a very keen interest in
sport and would like to further develop their
understanding of training methods and the scientific
elements to sport participation.
Main content of the GCSE PE course:
 Anatomy and physiology of sport
 Biomechanics of sport
 Individual differences that effect participation and performance in sport
 The physical and mental demands of sports performance
 Health, fitness, diet and a healthy active lifestyle
 Skill and fitness training

To do well you will need:
 A keen interest in sport
 A commitment to extra-curricular sports clubs
 A high level of ability in at least 3 sports
 To commit at least 1 hour per week out of class time to support your progress
Assessment in GCSE PE will take two forms:




Practical assessment - 40%
2 written examinations - 60%

The practical assessment will take place over the three year course during your practical PE lessons where
you will be assessed as a performer in all sports. Your practical score will consist of your best results from
one individual sport, one team sport and one other. The two written examinations are taken at the end of
year 11 and are divided into multiple choice questions, short answer questions and longer answer
questions.

You may continue to study Physical Education by choosing to study A level PE when going onto further
education. Many jobs look favourably at individuals with qualifications in PE including PE Teaching,
Sports Instructor, Armed Forces and the Leisure Industry.

www.aqa.org.uk - This is the examination board web site. Here you will find full details of the examination
syllabus.
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/pe/ - Provides you with an insight to what may be studied on the
course.

Textile Design (Art & Design)

GCSE Textile Design allows you to explore in greater depth many of the
activities you will have covered in Years 7 and 8 in your Textiles lessons.
The three-year course allows you to develop your skills in a variety of
decorative textiles techniques, designing, drawing and painting. The course
will be a broad one, allowing you to develop your own interests in as many
Textile Design Art activities as possible.
The main areas of study which pupils can work in: Applique and Decorative Techniques
 Fabric Printing
 Textile Textures and Surface Decoration with Modern Smart Fabrics.
 Manipulating Fabrics to create Textural Surfaces.
The development of practical skills is essential in the course but pupils will also learn about Textiles
Designers and Textiles Artists from other cultures and from different periods in history.

Assessment takes place at the end of the course and comprises two elements.
1. Coursework produced over 3 years - 60%
A large portfolio of work is required. A good level of skill in sewing and drawing is essential.
2. A practical examination – 40%
The practical examination is 10 hours long, completed over a certain period of time. Pupils are given
the exam titles 12 weeks in advance; to prepare ideas, sketches etc. Teachers may offer guidance to
pupils during this 12 week preparatory period.
There are four assessment objectives in the Textile Design course. Pupils will be expected to
demonstrate a response to these assessment objectives in their coursework and examination work.
Over the 3 year course pupils will be required to produce a minimum of 2 units of coursework. At the
end of the course pupils will mount an exhibition of their work.

This course is for anyone who enjoys Textiles and who wishes to try out new ways
of working as well as developing further, textiles skills learnt already. It is not only
for those who already know they may wish to go on to study Textiles at A level or
even Art School.
There are a huge number of careers for which Textile Design is a valuable
foundation.
These include:
Architecture, Graphic Design, Teaching, Jewellery Design, Fashion, Television
Work, Shoe Design, Textile Design, Film Making, Printing, Pottery, Animation,
Illustration, Costume Design, Theatre Design, Garden Design.

http://www.healing-school.co.uk
http://qualifications.pearson.com

Art section on school website
Exam board website - edexcel

COMPLETING THE OPTIONS FORM
When you have gathered enough information from a variety of sources about which option subjects
would be best for you, you will then need to indicate these on the ‘Learning Pathways - Key Stage 4’
Options form.
th

th

This will be issued to you at your appointment in school on either Monday 27 or Tuesday 28
March. Pupils who cannot be represented at this event will be given the options form the following
morning. This will need to be taken home and completed.
Completing the form correctly is vital. Please follow the instructions on the options form to
ensure you do not make any mistakes.

Make sure that you and your parent/carer have signed it before the form is returned to school.
Any errors in completing this form will lead to a delay in processing your options form. This could lead
to you not being allocated your preferred choices.
th

This form should then be returned to your form tutor, by Tuesday 4 April at the latest.
It is vitally important that pupils meet this deadline.
If you require any more information or advice about any part of the Learning Pathways – Key
Stage 4 Options process, please contact Mrs Gunn (Vice Principal), Mrs Horner (Assistant
Principal) or Mr Blockley (Learning Co-ordinator) in the first instance, at Healing School.
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