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Dear Parent/Guardian
Welcome to the first
full edition of Hotline,
for this academic year.
This first half term has
been very busy and
packed full of activities.
I would like to
congratulate all of our
Year 11 2016 leavers
who achieved fantastic
individual GCSE results
and together helped
Healing to another
outstanding set of results.
The summer holidays
were very busy with
some pupils trecking
in the jungle in Borneo
and others performing
with the BBC at the
Royal Albert Hall.
Since September our
Year 7 pupils have settled
well into school and all
other year groups have
also got the year off
to an excellent start.
I hope you enjoy reading
this edition and thank
you, as always, for your
continued support.

Principal, Mr Knapton

Strong Progress
Continues

Pupils at Healing School
celebrated some outstanding
achievements when GCSE
results were released.
Pupils who achieved more than 12
grades of A or A* included Jaimie
Caines, Elliott Smith, Amber
Harris, Lucy Howes and Alice
Ward.

The school saw 80% achieve five
or more A*s to C and 26% of the
pupils secured three or more A*
and As. A total of 32% gained
another key Government measure,
the English Baccalaureate - A*-C
in English, maths, two sciences, a
humanities and a language.

Mr Knapton was pleased with the
figures.
“It’s all new this year with changes
to the exams as well as the
reporting structures,” he said. “It
Principal Mr Knapton congratulated
will be interesting to see how it
these and other students as they
settles down but, given the amount
collected their results.
of change, I’m happy with our
“We’ve enjoyed another strong
outcomes.
performance across the board,” he
said.
“I’d like to congratulate pupils on
some excellent results and thank
Mr Knapton was pleased the
both parents and Healing’s hard
school’s hard work was reflected
working staff for their support.
in the Government’s new GCSE
key performance indicator,
Progress 8. It measures students’
progress over eight key subjects
from when they
start secondary
school to when
they leave.
Healing’s is
expected to
be +0.37
which is an
indicator that
the school’s
results are once
again outstanding.

Healing School Receives Awards
For Quality And Achievement

Book Buzz Freebies For All Year 7
Healing Pupils

Prestigious national quality awards have
been awarded to Healing School.

Bookbuzz is a reading programme delivered
by the Booktrust, which supports schools to
encourage reading for pleasure, independent
choice and aims to develop a whole school
reading culture.

The School has retained its gold Investors in
People, given to highly-rated employers, and also
been handed a Quality Mark Award for its efforts
to improve pupils’ progress in reading, writing and
maths, particularly those with special educational
needs.
The latter award has been developed by leading
education charity Achievement for All (AfA), which
offers support programmes to schools and settings
to help them improve outcomes in the lowest
achieving 20 per cent.
It’s gold Investors in People award followed a twoday assessment during which 24 members of staff
were asked about their role, as well as training
and improvement opportunities, management and
communication, good practice and the general
ethos.
Principal Knapton was pleased with the
recognition.
“These are prestigious national awards, one
demonstrating our commitment to our staff and
the other to all our pupils,” he said.
“They are evidence of our efforts to continually
improve across every aspect of the academy.
“There are great opportunities for staff here,
wherever they work, and we believe we offer our
pupils the best possible education. Our Ofsted
outstanding rating provides further proof of that.
“We are constantly striving to improve and the
processes undertaken to achieve these awards
serve to keep us on our toes and raise standards
further.”
External assessor for IiP Jeff
Law said he had received
“excellent feedback” from
staff and highlighted
their commitment and
loyalty to the school and
the opportunities for
development and
continuous
improvement.
A spokesperson
for Achievement
for All, said:
“We are
thrilled to
present
Healing
School with
this muchdeserved
award.

Participating schools give their students the
opportunity to choose their own book to keep
from a list of 17 titles suitable for 11 - 13-yearolds and selected by a panel of experts.The
programme is aimed primarily at Year 7 pupils.
The scheme is a valuable programme aimed at
boosting skills in reading, communication and
literacy and the pupils like being able to choose
their own reading material from a range that
caters for readers of all abilities.
Healing school has taken part in the scheme for
the last 5 years. This year, the two most popular
titles were ‘Petunia Perry and the curse of the
ugly pigeon’ by Pamela Butchart and ‘An eagle in
the snow’ by Michael Morpurgo.

Below: Year 7 pupils (l-r) Katie Palmer, Holly Macfarlane and
Callum Dennis, choose their favourite books from the Book Buzz
collection.

A word
from our
safeguarding team...
If you would like further information
regarding the risk of young people
using social media sites,
please visit the following websites:

www.thinkyouknow/parents
www.ceop.police.uk
For more information about self harm
or depression, please visit:

www.youngminds.org.uk
or telephone:

0800 8025544

Left:
Mr Knapton
proudly displays
the awards.

(9.30am - 4pm, Mon - Fri)

Vice Principal Mrs Smith (centre) with the pupils who
participated in the Shake-up-Shakespeare poetry competition.

Shake-UpShakespeare Poetry
Pupils from Healing School
will become published poets
after success in a national
competition to celebrate
William Shakespeare.
The 86 young people had their
work chosen for a new book
Shake-Up Shakespeare - StarCrossed Poets.
“There were an enormous
amount of entries from across
the country submitted to be
part of the book and we were
delighted to hear that 86 of our
pupils had been successful,” said
Deputy Area Leader for English,
Mrs Codd.
“The pupils are now all looking
forward to seeing their work in
print when the book is published
at the end of the year.
“They will be awarding prizes
to the best poets and, when I
looked at the quality and content
of one of the poems in particular,
I think we may have a chance of
further success.”
Each of the successful students
received a certificate of merit
and a bookmark. The school will
receive a complimentary copy of
the book and one will be kept in
the British Library.
Principal, Mr Knapton said:
“I’d like to congratulate the
pupils and their teachers on the
success.
“It is a boost for the pupils
involved and demonstrates
the quality of work they are
producing.

Above: Mrs Codd (far right) and the pupils meet illustrator David
Roberts (front centre) and ‘The Bolds’ author, Julian Clary (centre).

Doncaster Book Award Launch Event
Healing Bookworms have reconvened and joined the Doncaster
Book Award in which pupils read and review the most
borrowed books from the libraries in and around Doncaster.
The long list for this year has already caused quite a stir, with
‘Everything Everything’ by Nicola Yoon being a popular choice in the
group. The Secondary collection is extensive and contains a variety
of genres from war to fantasy and a dystopian future from the pen of
Charlie Higson.
The book award launch was, as always, fun and exciting. The event
opened with a Poetry Jam, performed by local poets and led by
hilarious poet and author A.F. Harrold. After lunch, it was over to
Julian Clary, top comedian and author of ‘The Bolds’. He was joined
on stage by illustrator of ‘The Bolds’ and creator of ‘Dirty Bertie’
David Roberts. The pair were drawing live on stage and recounted the
extremely funny tale that inspired ‘The Bolds’.
A great day was had by all. The reading group have now chosen a
book to read and review from the longlist and we are looking forward
to being a part of this award over the next eight months.
If anyone is interested in joining the reading group please contact Mrs
Codd or Mrs Woolliss for further details.
Mrs Codd

Post 16 Careers Event
On the 4th October Year 11 pupils and their
parents came to school for our Post-16
Options evening.
There were 24 different companies/organisations/
universities and colleges available to answer any
questions students had about courses and career
paths.

Above: Scary story fans Summer Peterson,
Yr10, Chase Broadhurst, Yr 8 and Jack Oakes
Yr 10 with the signed book from the author.

Mr Creaz
il

American Children’s Author and
Animator Surprises Fans

It was a busy evening with a great turnout. Pupils
were surveyed about the evening and 89% said
this event had been helpful to them and 74% said
that they now had a clearer idea of what they
wanted to do. Staff were also on hand to offer
advice and it was great to see so many former
pupils return to talk to students about their next
step after Healing.

Creepy story fans had a spooky surprise when
they recently received a signed copy of one of
their favourite books by author Katy Towell.

The feedback from the stall providers has also
been fantastic with many comments about
how polite the pupils were as well as the great
questions they had, showing they had been
thinking about the many different options open to
them.

Katy, based in Portland, USA, is an illustrator,
animator, blogger and author, who creates creepy
stories and characters for young people and has
published 2 books: ‘Skary childrin and the carousel
of sorrow’ and ‘Charlie and the grandmothers.’ The
books have proved very popular reads with library
users and Learning Resources Officer Mrs Leeman
contacted Katy to let her know of her growing fan
base in North East Lincolnshire in the UK. Katy
was delighted to hear that her books were being
enjoyed and appreciated by the pupils at Healing
School and kindly sent a signed copy of her latest
book, Charlie and the grandmothers, to be kept
in the library. The book tells the tale of Charlie
and his sister who are sent to stay with their
grandmothers and discover they really are not
what they seem!

Overall,
this was an
enjoyable
event with
a great
atmosphere
and a good
introduction
to options
before
students
start
applying in
a couple of
months.
Miss
Henshall

Year 8 horror story fan Chase Broadhurst said “I
really like the way Katy Towell has a twist to her
stories and her illustrations and
animations are brilliant.”
Summer Peterson from
Year 10 said “I love creepy
stories and Skary Childrin
is my favourite!”
Left: American author Katy
Towell with her popular
publications.

Right/Below:
Former Year 11
pupils.

“When I arrived in Borneo at
the first camp, I was unsure
whether I would enjoy the
trip, but by the end of the
4 weeks, I couldn’t have
enjoyed it more! It was the
most amazing experience
I have ever had and I met
some amazing people!”
Nathan Grady

Healing Pupils Travel to Borneo With
Camps International Expeditions
This summer, 14 pupils from Healing School, took
part in an exciting volunteering expedition in Borneo.
The pupils had spent the past year fundraising for the
month long trip, which took them through the Borneo
jungle to assist in local community projects and have
the experience of a lifetime. After taking a couple of
days to settle in, the pupils took a 5 day long jungle trek,
learning camping skills and picking tea at the
Sabah Tea Plantation. They then made their way
to Camp Tinangol in the north and enjoyed a
warm welcome from the local community and
enjoyed interacting with the children. At camp
Bongkud, the pupils helped in the construction
and development of the local kindergarten and
enjoyed watching handicraft techniques and joined
in with an evening of local music and dancing!
The highlight of the trip was a visit to the Sepilok
orangutang sanctuary where pupils had the
opportunity to see the orangutans in their natural
habitat and learn more about the conversation
and eco work undertaken at the sanctuary.
The month long trip went quickly and everyone
enjoyed a final meal with the new friends they
had made. The pupils were enthusiastic and
caring and proved to be excellent ambassadors for
Healing School. We wish them well in their futures.
Miss Plant

“Borneo was an experience that I’ll remember for the rest of my life and I am so grateful
I had the opportunity to experience a whole new way of life!” Katie Palfreman

Year 7 Geography
Pupils Create
Shoebox Landscapes
This term, Year 7 pupils
have been designing their
own ‘Landscape in a box.’
The activity involved students
constructing their own
representation of a landscape
inside a food take-away carton
or a shoe box. The chosen
landscape was to be either a
real one they have visited, one
they would like to visit, or a
landscape produced from their
imagination.
All sorts of materials were used
to show the different aspects
of the landscape, from pipe
cleaners to clay, tissue, sand
and balsa wood. 3D objects
and figures were created to
bring the landscape alive.
Here are some of the
imaginative landscapes the
pupils came up with.
Miss Henshall
Right: Year 7 pupils with their
landscapes in a shoebox.

Artist Delivers Creative Workshop
This term, artist Jayne Cooper and Gallery
owner Wendy Konradsen visited year
eleven art pupils in the art department.
The duo gave a talk about the artist work and
ran a workshop about the techniques that Jayne
uses in her own paintings. Pupils were given a
loosening up, mark making exercise to start with.
They used a variety of different sized brushes,
sponges, card and masking tape to develop an
array of marks and colours. Jayne encouraged the
pupils to experiment and enjoy! This was followed
by a more structured technique of drawing with
a brush into wet paint in a figurative manner.
Jayne Cooper commented on how engaged the
pupils were in their paintings. Obviously
they felt inspired! They
made exciting
work which
they can now
incorporate
into their
GSCE folders.
Well done Year
11 Art pupils.
Mrs Elliott
Right: Artist Jayne
Cooper inspires Yr11
pupils with her creative
techniques.

Dates
for your diary
• Mon 7th November:
Yr 11 careers day
• Thursday 10th November:
Prizegiving at the Humber Royal
• Friday 25th November:
Year 10 grading information evening
• Tuesday 29th November:
Yr 10 parents evening
• Wednesday 30th November:
Language theatre event
• Tuesday 6th December:
Faculty information evening
• Tuesday 13th and
Wednesday 14th November:
The Lion, the witch and the wardrobe
• Friday 16th December:
End of term

Healing Academy Pupils Perform
At ‘The Proms’
On Sunday 24th July 2016, fourteen talented
pupils from Healing Academy performed at
the BBC Proms.
The pupils from year groups 7 to 10, performed
Verdi’s Requiem as part of a 300 strong choir
made up of young people and the BBC singers.
The choir delivered the moving performance in
the Royal Albert Hall, accompanied by the BBC
Philharmonic Orchestra. The packed audience
contained the proud families and friends of the
pupils taking part.
Assistant Principal and Head of Music, Mr Burrows
accompanied the pupils on their once in a lifetime
experience.
Mr Burrows said: “I am both proud and delighted
that our young people had the opportunity to take
part in this notable event. The pupils have spent
many hours over the last few months rehearsing
their parts. It was their first experience of
performing in a professional environment and they
delivered a stunning rendition of Verdi’s Requiem
in an iconic location.”
Mr Burrows added: “ I should like to thank the
Grimsby based Music and Performing Arts Service
– MAPAS, for their help in funding this opportunity
and in particular, Sue Barker of MAPAS for her
encouragement and support.”

Miss Crosby’s
Halloween Bake-Off
Inspired by the Great British Bake-Off,
Science teacher, Miss Crosby, created
some spooky Halloween inspired cookies.
Miss Crosby often assists staff in the library
over the lunch time break and whilst
browsing through the cookery selection, took
inspiration from the Halloween themed books.
She created a cluster of spider cookies to tempt
pupils and share amongst the Science team.
Thank you Miss Crosby...
please may we have some more?!

Mr Burrows (far right) and Miss Roberts (far left)
accompany pupils from Yrs 7 - 10 to the Royal Albert Hall
to perform at the BBC proms.

Year 7 Settling In Evening
Each new academic year, Healing School
hosts a ‘Settling in evening’ for parents of
Year 7 pupils who have joined the school in
the autumn term.
The event is intended to give Year 7 parents the
opportunity to speak with their child’s tutor and
to check that their child has settled and that
all is going well. This year, there was a brief
presentation by Principal, Mr Knapton about the
assessment system and key information for Year
7. The evening itself was very well attended and,
in addition to meeting tutors, senior leaders were
available to answer any queries.
As always, Year 8 mentors were on hand to guide
and support and mention must also go to the
dedicated car park attendants who were patiently
on duty all evening. Year 9 pupil William King said
“I enjoy helping out and making sure people can
find their way around.” Harry Buckle from Yr 8 said
“It is nice to help the Yr7 pupils and their parents.
It doesn’t seem long since I came with my parents
last year and I am settled here now.”
Mrs Horner commented that she was “very
pleased” with the positive feedback received from
parents.

Next Year 7 Parents’ Evening:
Wednesday 26th April, 2017

A Thank You to Parents...
I would like to thank all parents/grandparents/
carers for honouring our request to refrain from
parking along the cycle path in the staff and
buses car park. Pupils safety is our priority and
ensuring that the cycle path is kept clear at all
times it hugely appreciated.
Lindsey Smith, Office Manager

International Karate
Success For Teacher
Healing Academy PE
teacher, Cheyne Phillips,
recently won both bronze
and silver medals at 2
consecutive International
Open Karate Championships.
Cheyne participated in the
first competition in Budapest,
Hungary on 18th September.
The competition was open to
karate clubs from all over the
world, with 1,200 competitors
from 31 countries participating
in the weekend long event.
Cheyne fought in 6 different
rounds, fighting competitors
from Ukraine, Israel, Hungary,
Slovakia and the Czech
Republic. Thanks to a repechage
qualifying round, he was able to
secure the bronze medal.
One week later saw Cheyne
competing in the British Karate
Open Championships at Ponds
Forge in Sheffield. Following on
from his success in Hungary,
he took the silver medal after
5 rounds, competing against
fighters from Algeria, France
and Scotland.
Cheyne has been training
in karate for 20 years. He is
currently a senior member
of the Kaigan Karate Club in
Cleethorpes and represented
his club and the country at
both events. Following his
recent successes, Cheyne has
his eye on the 2020 Olympics.
He intends to keep training
and competing and is striving
to represent the British karate
team at the Tokyo Olympics in
4 years.
Principal, Mr Knapton said:
“At Healing School we are
always pleased to support
all of our staff in both their
Professional and Personal
Development. We support
Cheyne with his karate as he
works extremely hard and has
lots of talent. He performed
exceptionally well at the two
recent events and we are very
proud to have him as a member
of staff.”
Right: Principal, Mr Knapton looks
forward to the 2020 Olympics in Tokyo
with PE teacher Mr Phillips.

Year 9 Boys Selected
For District Under
14’s Football
Seven boys from Healing
School have recently been
selected the represent the
district at under 14’s football.
The boys, who are all in Year
9, beat Leeds schools 13-0 at a
recent weekend tournament to
become the champions. The team
have been selected as ‘Best Young
Players’ in the Year 9 age category
from all schools in the area.
This is a first for the school and
the boys have done tremendously
well. The PE department would
like to congratulate the boys and
wish them continued success!
Mr Phillips
Below: The Year 9 team who are now
representing under 14’s football for the
district.

Healing School Girls
Represent District
Netball Tournaments
Healing girls’ netball teams
recently had a string of
success, while representing
both school and district.
On 4th October, the U16’s
competed in the local round
of the Grimsby and district
netball tournament. There
were 2 leagues playing 5
games, with the girls winning
all 5 games. The Healing girls
went through to the semi-finals
playing Tollbar and after a tight
game, won 7-5 which put them
through to the final playing
against the second Tollbar
team. Unfortunately, the
Healing girls lost to the other
school, but as runners up, will
still go through to represent
North East Lincolnshire in
Lincoln on 12th November.
In addition to the U16’s
success, Year 9 girls also made
the semi-finals for the U14’s.
Again, facing Tollbar, the
Healing girls were pipped at
the winning post by a 2-4 win
to Tollbar. However, both teams
have qualified for the next
round, so the girls are looking
forward to representing North
East Lincolnshire next month.
Well done girls!
Mrs Dickinson &
Mrs Yeadon

