Message from the Principal
Dear Parent/Carer
Welcome to the first full edition of Hotline, for this academic year. I think you will see from the news here that the
first 7 weeks of term have been packed full of activities and various successes. Our new Year 7 are a delightful
group who have settled well into their new school and all other year groups have also got the year off to a flying
start. Enjoy reading this edition and thank you, as always, for your support.
Happy half term!
Mrs A Addison
Principal

Healing makes National News!
Healing School Makes the Guardian!
Staff and pupils at Healing school were
delighted when the school was placed in
the top nine English non-selective schools
in The Guardian newspaper’s GCSE guide,
developed in association with the Open
Public Services Network.
An online search tool – found at
www.theguardian.com – uses results data
from every mainstream secondary school
across the country over a four-year period.
The guide also uses a “school impact”
measure, merging pupils’ previous
attainment with social factors such as free
school meals, to compare schools with
similar intakes.

Pictured above: Year 8 pupils enjoying a music lesson.

DFE Article—Academy in Focus
In this series, academy headteachers and principals
talk about how they are using academy freedoms
to innovate and raise standards.
This week, Principal Ann Addison talks about how
Healing Science Academy delivers an outstanding
education to its pupils.
For the full article, please see the following link:
http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/leadership/
typesofschools/academies/open/b00213723/
academies-in-focus

Above: Year 9 pupils pictured discussing a text.

Top Geography Award
Quality geography teaching at Healing
School has been recognised by a
prestigious national award.
Healing School was one of only 64
nationwide to have been given the
Secondary Geography Quality Mark
(SGQM) by the Geographical
Association (GA) this month.
The SGQM, in its fifth year, recognises
student attainment, progress and
achievement. It sets expectations
about the quality of teaching in
geography and aims to promote
effective subject leadership and
management.
Mrs Addison said the award
represented another example of the
school’s continued strive for
excellence.

Mrs Addison presents Mr McCrae with the Geography Award. Looking on are:
Mrs Clarke, Mr Chappel , Miss Durkin and members of the “Globe Trotters” club.

“It’s terrific to see individual departments receive recognition from distinguished national institutions, like the
Geographical Association,” she said.
“Our students deserve the highest possible standards from our teaching and non-teaching staff and this quality mark in
geography is further evidence that is what they are receiving.
“I’m delighted for our hard-working team in humanities.”
All the award winners underwent a rigorous moderation process and the team of assessors were hugely impressed by the
manner in which they embraced new and innovative approaches to teaching geography.
Alan Kinder, Chief Executive of the GA, said there had never been a more important time for young people to study
geography.
“Growing up in the 21st century means living in an increasingly interconnected world, one facing a growing number of
global challenges such as climate change and the need to live our lives sustainably,” he said.
“Geography not only fascinates and inspires young people, it provides them with the knowledge and understanding they
need to live in the modern world.”
Mr Twinning Retires!
To all Pupils, Parents, Staff and Governors,
I would like to express my sincere thanks for all the thoughtful
cards and generous gifts given to me on my retirement. I was
truly overwhelmed by the great number of good wishes. I
have enough chocolate to keep me going till Christmas, a well
stocked wine rack and a good few bottles of spirits and
champagne to enjoy with my family. Thank you.
I have enjoyed my teaching career at Healing and wish all of
you good health, happiness and success in the future.
John Twinning
Pictured right: Mr Twinning and Mrs Addison at the retirement party
in July.

Year 9 Netball
We have had yet another incredibly successful night of netball
following the year 11's great performance last
week. The year 8 and 9 netball teams competed against 13
teams from the area in the Grimsby and District U14 netball
tournament. The year 8 team worked incredibly
hard, competing against many teams in the year above them
and finished a very respectable 7th place. However, the year
9 team dominated the tournament winning all their games in
the group stages with great ease. They beat Cleethorpes
Academy in the Semi final and met Tollbar Academy in the
Final. It was an exciting game but the Healing girls managed
to keep their calm and win the final with a great 10-3
victory. In the whole tournament they scored 62 goals and
only conceded 9, an outstanding performance.
Boys’ Football
Boys’ football started the first week back and fixtures have been played every week since. We have seen mixed results
from all year groups. Notable performances have come from the Y10 and Y9 teams. The Y10 had an excellent win
against Toll Bar in the English Schools Cup. This win has put them through to the next round and a fixture against St
Mary’s from Hull.
The Y9 team are currently unbeaten. They are also the only Healing team left in the Grimsby District Cup. This was
achieved after coming from behind twice to beat Humberston in the quarter final. They are also still in the English
Schools’ Cup after a physical game against Kelvin Hall School from Hull. They play Hessle High school in the next round.
A special mention must be made for Reece York, the Y9 captain, who has been selected for Grimsby and Cleethorpes
district side and has also captained them this season.
However, the team of the term has to be Y7; like the Y9 team they are unbeaten but have averaged 7 goals per game.
They are through to the 3rd round of the English Schools’ Cup with wins over De Aston 10-0 and Kelvin Hall School (Hull)
8-4. A fantastic start to their football at Healing.

Year 11 Girls Crowned District Champions
The year 11 Netball team showed off their talents and skills at this year's U16 Grimsby and District Netball
Tournament. The pupils faced 13 teams from across the district in a battle to be crowned district champions. They won
all their games by great margins in the group stage and then went on to beat Humberston Academy in the Semi
Final. The final was against Tollbar Academy and the girls kept their nerve to win the game with an outstanding 4-0
result. The team will now go on to represent the district in the county netball tournament in Lincoln. Congratulations
to all members of the team - Lilly Cooper, Taya Thompson, Aston Sixsmith, Elli Turner, Harriet Nadin, Chelsey Ammari,
Emily Lord and Beth Barley.
Year 10 and 11's Girls Football through to 4th round of the ESFA
The year 10 and 11 Girls football team have successfully made it
through to the fourth round of the English Schools’ Football
Competition after a fantastic win at Redcar Academy. The team
travelled 3 hours to their match in North Yorkshire and played with
determination and a drive to succeed. The Healing team started
strong and in the first half were winning 4-0. The Redcar team
pulled back 3 goals in the second half but with excellent teamwork
the Healing girls won the game with a fantastic 8-3 final score. The
team consisted of Lilly Cartwright, Lauren Aisthorpe, Rachel Nixon,
Beth Barley, Chelsey Ammari, Ciara McFerren, Ellie DoughertyMontague, Savanna Smith, Katie Howlett, Lauren Bridgewater,
Georgia Peers, Laura Twitchett and Betsey Wood.

French trip 2013
In September 2013, 10 teachers, one parent, two volunteer
helpers , three coaches and 105 lucky pupils went to France for an
action packed long weekend. Amazingly, everyone returned safe
and sound after having experienced a varied programme of
activities. Most pupils can now claim they have physically climbed
the Eiffel Tower – even those who were scared of heights . What
an achievement ! After scaling the heights of the tower, pupils
enjoyed a leisurely boat cruise along the River Seine in glorious
weather.
On the second day of our stay we visited the local Sunday market
and sampled the regional produce. Many people took the
opportunity here to buy souvenirs for their families and to try out
their French. The afternoon was spent in the medieval town of
Fougères where we watched a re-enactment of a village siege. This
provided another chance to improve our French skills whilst
marvelling at the acrobatic talents and skilful horse riding of the
performers. For some pupils there was an eventful end to this day
as our coach broke down ! Fortunately not with us on it.
Most people were able to travel back to the accommodation but a
small group remained in Fougères where we caught the local
tourist train and treated ourselves to an ice cream in the town
square. Some people sampled the local rose flavoured ice cream
which was delicious.

Above: Year 8 pupils after climbing the Eiffel Tower.
Below: The spectacular jousting show in Fougères.

Our last day was spent at Disneyland where the day passed in a
flurry of rides, souvenir buying and eating. After an eventful
journey home, we miraculously arrived back at Healing almost on
time !
Thank you to all staff who worked tirelessly both before and during
the trip to ensure it went well and to parents for supporting this
venture. Mrs Shore
KS3 Road Safety Poster Competition
There was a fantastic response to the competition that was launched this half term to highlight the dangers on the
roads when travelling to and from school. Pupils came up with some great design work and lots of advice on how to
stay safe as pedestrians and cyclists. A number of posters have been shortlisted, for which pupils have received
merits. From these entries, there will be a winner and two runners up which will be announced after half term, when
certificates and prizes will be awarded. All three of these posters will be reproduced and displayed in tutor rooms
throughout the school. Find out in the next Hotline who the winners are!
Road Safety in the Autumn Term
We are urging pupils to take care on their journeys to and from
school: pupils need to be particularly careful when crossing at the
pelican crossing on nearby Great Coates Road as they are much
less visible as the nights draw in. We would also like to stress that
pupils should make use of the crossing itself rather
than attempting to negotiate the busy road outside the school.
Pupils are strongly encouraged to wear a cycling helmet - an
essential piece of safety equipment that could just save their lives!
Pictured left : Staff at Healing school wore safety helmets during a
recent cycling challenge

Students take up poetry baton
Healing School students played their part in making a live poetry project a
success.
The Great Grimsby Poetry Relay marked National Poetry Day.
The 10 students recited lines from a famous sea-faring poem at given
locations around North East Lincolnshire, starting at the top of Grimsby Dock
Tower.
They were allotted a time and asked to record their section of the poem. All
were being uploaded to the internet so the whole poem could be pieced
together.
The theme of this year’s National Poetry Day was water and the poem
selected was Samuel Coleridge’s famous Rime of the Ancient Mariner.

Pictured left: Lauren Parrott and Ellie Gould record their voices during the event.

Year 7 “Settling In” Evening
On the 9th October, the year 7’s were invited into school, along with
their parents, to review the start of the year. Mr Biglands gave
presentations on CAT’s information and parents were able to discuss
their child’s progress with Year 7 tutors.
Our own pupils were on hand to help out and the Year 8 “buddies”
guided parents to tutor rooms where required. The senior prefects
also did a great job of “meeting and greeting” in the annexe.

Mr Burrows with Y8 “buddies”.

During the evening, I interviewed several families and one pupil
commented that staff made, “every lesson an experience” and that so
far the school had been “challenging but fun at the same time”. All in
all the night was a great success and meant that parents went away
reassured that their children had made an excellent start on the
journey to meet their goals.

Sam Meadows (Y11 Online Reporter)
Joe Lofts, Senior Prefect, pictured with Y7 pupil and
parents.

May I take this opportunity to thank all the parents and pupils who attended the extremely successful “Settling In”
Evening on Wednesday 9th October.
It was well attended and the feedback was outstanding, many of you commented on how helpful the year 8 mentors
were and how supportive and informative the tutors had been.
Mr Burrows

2013 Y11 Prize Winners
Pictured at the Grimsby Town Hall: Award winners with Healing School principal Ann Addison, guest speaker Phil
Norton and chair of governors Tony Beach.
Sex Education

Updates needed for parents’ mobile phone numbers

I would like to inform you that your child will be taught Sex
Education throughout their time at Healing School, it is not
taught as a separate topic isolated from other subjects, but
is allowed to develop naturally out of pupils’ work in many
subjects. However, all pupils take part in a citizenship,
personal and social education programme which is taught
as a discreet lesson weekly. This is lesson is now identified
on the timetable as PWL (Preparation for Working Life).

An important part of home school communication is
through our texting service. We use this system to
alert parents if their child is not in school, reminders
about Parents’ Evenings and importantly if there is
going to be a school closure due to bad weather over
the winter months. We would appreciate it therefore
if you could prioritise updating the school with your
current mobile numbers as a matter of urgency, and
would like to thank you in anticipation of your
continuing support.

In year 7 pupils learn about how their bodies change
through puberty and also how life begins and develops.
During Years 7, 8 and 9 the pupils’ develop an awareness of
personal responsibilities and their role within relationships.
During Years 9, 10 and 11 lifestyles are considered in more
depth. (Pupils learn about contraception and S.T.I’s
including HIV/AIDS).
Should you wish to exercise your statutory right to remove
your child from these lessons please put this request in
writing and address it to:
Mrs E Croft
Assistant Principal
Healing School

Mrs E Croft

Coming soon…
26th November

11 Careers Day

3rd December

Y10 Parents’ Evening

6th December

Grimsby & District Swimming Gala

9th December

Mock exams begin

17th December

A Christmas Carol

