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As we approach the Easter Holidays,
it really does highlight how quickly
this year has passed since
September. There are so many
opportunities for our pupils to
showcase their talents and every
term they keep on achieving. This
term has seen the cheerleading team
defend their North East Lincolnshire
trophy and a team of year 10 pupils
win the regional heat of the “4x4
challenge” in Newcastle. They now
go on to the national finals at
Silverstone.
This term we have also received
confirmation that our results last
summer were outstanding once
again. We were named in the
Yorkshire Post as one of the highest
achieving secondary schools in their
circulation area and Healing School
won one of the Yorkshire and
Humber local awards in the ‘key
stage 4 category’ of the Pupil
Premium Awards. We are the only
secondary school to win one of these
awards for our results in 2014 and
2015. This is confirmation that we
take pride in the results of every
single pupil, including those most
vulnerable.
Despite all of these successes, at this
time of year the school’s main
priority is always supporting our Year
11 pupils in preparing for their GCSE
examinations commencing on the
13th of May. There are lots of extra
revision sessions planned before the
exams and I would urge all parents
to encourage pupils to take full
advantage of these. I would like to
wish every pupil in Year 11 good luck
in their preparation for their exams.
I hope you enjoy reading this edition
of Hotline and hope you all have a
very enjoyable Easter break.

Healing School is
Commended in
Yorkshire Post Article

Healing Scoops Top
Award and Minister’s
Praise

On February 26th 2016, an
article called ‘Top of the
Class’ was published in the
Yorkshire Post.

For the second year running,
Healing School recently won
the Pupil Premium award
from the Department of
Education.

The article identified schools who
are the highest attaining and
most improved, throughout the
Humberside and Yorkshire
region. Schools on the list were
recognised on the percentage of
students achieving A* - C grades
at GCSE and includes results for
English and Maths. All schools
listed performed well above the
national average.
We are proud to announce that
Healing School received the
following accolade:
“It’s results have been outstanding
for many years - now Healing School
can boast facilities to match.
A multi-million pound teaching block
has further enhanced the learning
environment at the North East
Lincolnshire academy.
It also means the popular school can
satisfy the demand for places and
increased capacity by one Year 7
class in September 2016.
The Ofsted rated outstanding
Academy may be in a quiet North
East Lincolnshire village, but it has
punched considerably above its
weight for years.
Consistently placed in the
Department for Education’s top 100
non-selective secondary schools, it
became the Humber region’s first
Teaching School in 2011.”

Principal, Mr Knapton

Mr Knapton said “We believe our
success is down to the
commitment of our staff, the
support of parents and the hard
work of our pupils. We are
delighted with this recognition.”

Ministerial praise was given to
the school in recognition of the
high achievement of
disadvantaged children at the
school.
Parliamentary Under Secretary of
State for Childcare and Education
- Sam Gyimah MP, wrote to Mr
Knapton inviting Healing School
to enter for a national award.
Mr Gyimah said “The reason you
have been selected is that you
are one of the highest achieving
schools in terms of attainment
and value added progress of
disadvantaged pupils since 2012.
Also, an above average
percentage of your
disadvantaged pupils achieved
A*-C grades in core subjects in
2015. It is clear you and your
staff have provided
disadvantaged pupils with a good
start in life and prepared them
for further study, training and
employment. I wish to
congratulate your governors,
staff, parents and pupils for their
hard work and to thank you for
your leadership in making such a
difference to the future success
of your pupils.”
Below: 2015 Year 11 Aim Higher
pupils, some of whom contributed to
the Pupil Premium award.

Ian McMillan and Tony
Husband Poetry Workshops
The English department welcomed
back the entertaining poet Ian
McMillan and magical cartoonist
Tony Husband this month.
They worked with a group of mixed
ability Year 8 pupils on crafting poetic
verse, displaying how playing around
with language can be fun and
entertaining. The whole year group
were later treated to an assembly where
Ian's improvisational delivery
(accompanied by Tony’s cartoon
impressions of Ian’s spoken creations)
resulted in much hilarity with both staff
and pupils breaking out in fits of
laughter. The workshop group’s
creations were then performed to the
rest of their peers both by Ian and
many by themselves, displaying great
confidence and spoken language ability.
Both Ian and Tony were amazed by the
creative ideas of our pupils as well as
their ability to perform in front of a
large crowd; an enjoyable day for all
involved.
Mr Hirst

Above and below:
Ian MacMillan and Tony
Husband are firm
favourites with Healing
pupils.

Shooting Fish Drama Workshop
This term, Year 8 and Year 10 Performing
Arts pupils had the opportunity to work
with the Shooting Fish Theatre Company,
learning drama skills and techniques from
professional performers who work in both
the theatre and film industries.
Pupils from Year 8 took part in a number of
tasks with engaging games focused on
developing their characterisation and
teamwork skills. There were many interesting
(as well as some bizarre!) characters created
by our pupils who considered their vocal and
movement use thoughtfully while developing
their roles.
The Year 10 BTEC Performing Arts group
worked on developing their characterisation
skills with a particular focus on conveying two
contrasting characters in preparation for their
BTEC Performing Arts external examination
where they are required to perform two
contrasting monologues on the theme of
‘Destiny’.
The workshops were enjoyed by pupils across
all abilities; the pupils impressed the workshop
leaders with both their skills in drama and their
ability to remain focused.

Above: Year 8 pupils work as a team with the Shooting Fish
Theatre Company to develop characterisation.

Staff and Pupils Celebrate World
Book Day 2016
Healing School was eager to participate in this
year’s world book day, by taking part in a fun
pupils versus staff book themed quiz.

Shooting Fish will be back at Healing next term
to work with the Year 9 Performing Arts group
who are working hard on their own
interpretations of classic fairy tales to perform
to pupils from Healing Primary. Later in the
summer, the theatre company will be working
with pupils from Year 7 to help them develop
their confidence and spoken language skills.

Deputy Area Leader, Mrs Baxter, devised a quiz about
authors and book characters and the Healing pupils
pitted their knowledge against members of staff who
were dressed as characters from the Wizard of Oz.
Mr Knapton dropped in to the event to help the pupils
with the quick fire rounds, but ultimately, the staff
won with 51 points to the pupil’s 43 points.

Mr Hirst

Mrs Baxter

Many thanks to all those who participated.

Mrs Baxter (centre) and the staff versus pupils world book day quiz teams.

Year 10 Pupils London Trip
On Mothering Sunday, seventy one tired and drowsy
Year 10 pupils slumped onto two coaches
accompanied by seven members of staff at 7.30am.
We set off on the long journey down to London to
experience the delights our capital city has to offer.
We arrived in London earlier than expected so we had the
opportunity to visit Covent Garden where pupils explored
the variety of shops, boutiques, stalls and street
entertainers – including silver human statues, magicians
and musicians from a variety of cultures.
Left: A spot
of shopping
in Covent
Garden.
Right:
Excitedly
waiting for
The Lion King
to begin.
Bottom:
Riding high on
the London
eye.

The music was buzzing and
many of our pupils didn’t shy
away from the restaurant’s
observing camera, their smiling
faces sprawled across many TV
screens throughout the
restaurant.
We then headed to the London
Eye to see the whole city lit up
at night from a very different
angle. One pod of pupils became
over-excited as they spotted a
young gentleman kneeling down
on one knee proposing to his
future fiancé – luckily, she said
yes as they were greeted with
thunderous applause from our
pupils as they left.
Afterwards, we made our way to the
Lyceum Theatre in the West End and
took our seats in the theatre. The
atmosphere in the historic building was
electrifying. Eventually the auditorium
hushed and there was the sound of crickets
off in the distance – then the lights went
down and the curtain rose… We were treated
to an emotional performance of the ‘Lion
King’ which was truly a design spectacle.
It was a very moving and spectacular
performance that will stick in our minds for
years to come.
Following this, the group dined amongst
some famous film memorabilia at the worldfamous Planet Hollywood.

Next morning was another early start, as we had
a lot to cram in before the journey home. We were
joined by two Blue Badge London guides who led
us on a historical bus tour of the city. The group
took some snaps at famous landmarks across
London including Buckingham Palace and looked
out over the river Thames at some of the city’s
most iconic buildings including Tower Bridge, the
Tower of London and the Gherkin.
Left: William Dixon
and Kate Bentham.
Right:
Shakespeare’s
famous Globe
Theatre and open
air stage.
Below: Year 10
pupils outside
Buckingham
Palace.

Our guides left us at the Globe Theatre where we
were transported back in time to the 1600s
through a guided tour of this world-famous
recreation of Shakespeare’s open-air stage.
We were amazed by the detail on the stage and
imagined what it would be like to be a groundling,
crammed together on the ground floor standing
in all weathers during performances.
Unfortunately, it was then time to head back up
North after a fun-filled few days. We were very
proud of our pupils and how they conducted
themselves throughout the whole trip; they were
true ambassadors for our school community.
I am sure everyone involved will look back fondly
at our time in London.
Mr Hirst.

Land Rover 4X4
School Technology
Challenge
On Tuesday 15th March
2016, six Year 10 Design
and Technology took part in
the Land Rover 4X4 school
technology challenge at the
Discovery School in
Newcastle.

Above: (L-R)
Team Captain
Lucy Donner,
Rebecca Cutforth,
Callum Barton,
Dominic Parry,
Jacob Roberts and
Corey Allan.

Below: Pupils
from Healing
Primary School
learn about being
safe in the
kitchen.

The challenge is aimed at
young people between the
ages of 11 and 17. Pupils were
required to build a radio
controlled 4X4 vehicle to set
specifications, then successfully negotiate a specially designed test track, to emulate
the performance of a real 4X4 vehicle.
The pupils constructed their vehicle during lunch and after school clubs. The vehicle
took 2 months to design and construct, with the pupils creating the bodywork and
electrical circuits to a specific design criteria, such as measurements, lighting and
maneuverability.
The pupils travelled with their vehicle to the Discovery School in Newcastle to
compete in the challenge against 6 other teams. The Healing team delivered a
presentation to Land Rover engineers, then steered their vehicle through a complex
obstacle course. The team won the ‘Rookie’ round to go through to the national finals
at Silverstone on 22nd April. The team would like to thank ’Sign of the Times’ printing
services in Grimsby for their sponsorship with this project.
Mr Holmes
Below:
Healing Primary
pupils James
Yeadon, Kareem
Adleek and Lola
Oldridge with
Food Technology
teacher Mrs Bell.

Healing Primary Pupils
Learn About Healthy Eating
On 23rd February, the Food
Technology department welcomed
106 Healing Primary children who
visited the school to learn about
healthy eating.
The pupils, aged between 5 and 7, learnt
about fresh produce and were shown
how to hold knives safely to chop
vegetables and helped Food Technology
teachers Mrs Watcham and Mrs Bell
make a healthy pasta salad. At the end
of the demonstration, each pupil was
given a recipe card to take home and a
sample of the food they had helped
prepare.
Mrs Bell

Healing School Retains The Gold
Investors in People Award

NQTs Visited by National Induction
Panel For Teachers

Last month saw Healing School being visited
by the Investors in People assessor, Mr Jeff
Law.

A quality assessor from the National Induction
Panel for Teachers (NIPT) was resident in
school last month to assess our newly
qualified teachers (NQTs)

Twenty four members of staff from across all
areas of the school, were interviewed my Mr Law
and asked a series of questions regarding their
particular role in the school, as well as training
and improvement opportunities, management and
communication, good practice and the general
ethos of the school.
The assessment was undertaken over a two day
period, at the end of which, Mr Law considered his
findings and wrote his report. Shortly afterwards,
we were delighted to learn that Healing School
has once again been awarded the Gold Investors
in People award. Mr Law particularly commented
on the excellent feedback he had received from
staff, highlighting their commitment and loyalty to
the school and the opportunities for development
and continuous improvement.

Year 11 Revision Classes
We would like to remind parents that extra
revision classes are available for Yr 11 pupils,
prior to the exams starting on 13th May.
Sessions are available over lunch break, after
school, some weekends and during the holidays.
For further details, please contact the school
or speak to Mrs Ranyard.
We would like to thank both parents and
teachers for the support of our young people
and wish the pupils every success in their
forthcoming exams.

Rugby Tournament Success
The Y7 A rugby team won the North
East Lincolnshire schools Rugby
tournament, staying unbeaten
throughout at the tournament,
which was run as a league format.
For the first time the school entered 2
teams in Y7 an A and B team, which
shows just how popular rugby has been
with this year group. Healing was the
only school to enter 2 teams. The A
teams toughest game was against the
B team showing how little there was
between the teams and how high the
standard of rugby is in this year group.
The boys played some fantastic rugby
and as ever, were a credit to the
school.
Mr Norman

Mr Brad Allen, the NIPT assessor, is required to
check that all NQTs meet statutory requirements.
NQTs and their induction tutors at Healing School
were subjected to a rigorous round of interviews.
At the end of the interviews, Mr Allan concluded
that ‘It is evident there is a culture of continuous
review and improvement and expectations and
standards are high.’ He commented that in his
opinion ‘The staff and pupils at Healing School are
exemplary and some of the best I have ever
visited.’ Finally, he said he would like to
congratulate the school and said how impressed
he was with the NQTs, their assessors and
Mr Burrows, the NQT induction co-ordinator.

Mile Fun Run For Sports Relief
The P.E department has been supporting Sport Relief
Mile. Pupils donated £1 to run mile in fancy dress.
After 2 days we raised over £200 pounds. Total
amount will be given in the next edition of Hotline.

Healing High Flyers cheerleading team, who
competed in the North East Lincolnshire
cheerleading competition.

Healing High Flyers Live Up To
Their Name
Well done to all the Cheerleaders in the
Healing High Flyers team who competed in
the 5th North East Lincolnshire Cheerleading
Competition on Friday 18th March.
The girls competed against teams from across the
area and achieved a fantastic 1st place with our
Senior Team, Healing Hurricanes. The girls
impressed the judges with their complex lifts and
achieved an award for the most creative stunt.
We also achieved an impressive 3rd place with
our Healing Wasps, who performed some
complicated choreography with our toughest
routine yet. Our newest team to Cheerleading,
who only started in September, achieved a well
deserved 2nd place in their pom pom dance,
displaying perfect timing.
The girls have now won this trophy for the past 5
years, which is a fantastic achievement, and Miss
Plant and I are so proud of them.
Mrs Yeadon
Below: Healing Hurricanes cheerleading team who came first
place in the North East Lincolnshire cheerleading competition.
Below right: The cheerleading teams who competed.

Above: Fierce Elite Cheerleaders - Katie Palfreman, Abbie
Playford, Marie Hayward and Betty Palfreman.

Fierce Elite British International
Cheerleading Competition
“ On Sunday 20th March, my group, The Fierce
Elite Chererleaders, competed in the British
International Cheerleading competition. It was
the biggest competition we have ever entered,
involving teams from England, Wales, Scotland
and Ireland. We competed in the level 2 senior
division against 17 other teams and we
managed to come 1st place to win the National
Champions! Our team from Healing is made up
of: Katie and Betty Palfreman, Marie Hayward
and myself - Abbie Playford. We were so happy
to win and really enjoyed the day.”
Abbie Playford (Yr 10)

