March 2015

Dear Parent/Guardian

Youth Parliament Election Results

As we approach the Easter Holidays, it
really does highlight how quickly this
year has passed since September
2014. At this time of year, the
school’s main priority is always
supporting our Year 11 pupils in
preparing for their GCSE examinations
which commence on the 8th of
May. There are a number of extra
revision sessions planned before the
exams and I would urge all pupils to
take full advantage of these.
I would like to wish every pupil in Year
11 good luck in their exams and I
hope they are all as successful as last
year’s pupils (as highlighted in the
article below).
I hope you enjoy reading this edition
of Hotline and hope you all have a
very enjoyable Easter break.
Mr Knapton, Principal

Above: Alfie Hallett (4th right)
and Salema Khatun aim to
represent the voices of young
people in North East
Lincolnshire.

Following the recent elections for North
East Lincolnshire Youth Parliament,
Healing School Year 10 pupil Alfie Hallett,
won the position of deputy, to newly
elected member Salema Khatun.
I am delighted to be able to inform parents
that the school has again been recognised
by an external organisation for providing
outstanding educational outcomes for our
pupils.
The SSAT (Specialist Schools and Academies
Trust) has informed us that our 2014 GCSE
results placed Healing School amongst the top
10% of schools nationally for attainment and
also for value-added progress. These values are
both measured across the pupils’ best 8 subject
results.
This is confirmation that all of our pupils succeed
and are amongst the highest achieving pupils in
the country, irrespective of their starting
point. This is down to the hard work of the
pupils themselves and the excellent teaching
they receive from their teachers on a daily
basis. We would also like to thank our parents
as we know the vital part that they play in
supporting the school and the pupils.
Mr Knapton

Alfie was both speechless, yet delighted, that he
and Salema received most of the 3,000 votes
cast, to secure their win over 3 other team
candidates.
Alfie aims to campaign for better mental health
services, work experience opportunities and
hopes to increase the wages paid to young
people.
Alfie realises that his new position will afford
him plenty of new responsibilities and
experiences. He is looking forward to visiting
other schools, meeting youth groups and
gaining further experience in his role. He is also
excited about travelling to London later in the
year to visit the Houses of Parliament. There, he
will have the opportunity to put forward the
policies that are important to young people. As
there is a general election coming up, he is still
unsure who he will get to meet!
Alfie thinks it is important that young peoples
voices are heard and he hopes his work will help
to portray young people in a more positive light.

World Book Day 2015
Reading fever hit Healing School once again
with the annual celebration of World Book
Day on Thursday 5th March 2015.

The arrival of World Book Day also saw the
launch of this year’s competition. Pupils have
been set the challenge to produce their very
own picture book. This is a competition from
the company ‘ReadingZone’ and allows pupils to
explore the world of storytelling through
images. Pupils can use any media form to
create a picture book up to 24 pages in length.
All entries will be submitted and if any of our
pupils are selected as winners, they will receive
the honour of having their book published. The
school will also be selecting its own winners and
one lucky pupil will receive an e-reader if their

As part of the school’s relentless drive to
encourage our pupils to read for enjoyment,
pupils and teachers alike really embraced the
spirit of the day. Always ones to enjoy a glimmer
of competition, staff were set the challenge to
incorporate reading and the values of World Book
Day into their lessons and
The book I am
they didn’t disappoint…
reading is called
The activities included poetry
‘Jonathan
Livingston
readings, word games linked
Seagull.’
to subject-themed literature,
The main character
the reading and creating of
is a bird who doesn’t
newspaper articles, book title
fit in. He spends
translations and –of course –
most of his life flying
alone. Below is a
readings from members of
poem I wrote for
staff of their own personal
World Book Day.
favourites from adulthood
and childhood. However, the
competition was won by the
P.E. department. Their World
Book Day activities ranged
from ‘The Gruffalo’ themed
warm-ups, Roald Dahl
’
teams, ‘Room on the Broom’
warm ups and an
autobiography challenge.
The pupils even took part in
a game of Quidditch in their
lessons – a sport born from
the famous Harry Potter
series.
Libby-May Marshall – Year 7

picture book is chosen
for 1st prize. Second and
third prizes will also be
awarded. The closing
date for this competition
is Friday 24th April.
Mrs Baxter

I am reading a book
called ‘Extra Time’.
It is about a boy called
Matt who plays football
in the premier league.
In the story Matt
suffers a terrible injury
but, fortunately, he
continues to work
extremely hard at his
footballing career and
manages to show off
his amazing skills
during a match.
Definitely a book for
football fans!
Joshua Horton –
Year 7

‘Read For My School’
Competition

Year 7 House Building Project
in Modern Foreign Languages
In MFL this term, as part of learning about
saying where you live, some Year 7 classes
have designed model houses in their own
time, and then described, at a potential
level 4 standard, their house.

Year 7 and 8 students were recently
enrolled in a national reading competition
called Read for My School, which is open to
all children in years 3 – 8 in England from
January to March 2015.
Due to the overwhelming popularity of the
competition the closing date has been extended
to 10th April, which will enable pupils to continue
reading throughout the Easter break.
Pupils at Healing School in year 7 and 8 have
read a total of 264 books from the free online
library found on the competition website

Pupils were given 3 weeks to create the house
and they designed some masterpieces! Building
materials consisted of Lego, cake, gingerbread,
wood (which was then used to make a bird
house!), paper mache and cardboard boxes, to
name but a few!
There were prizes awarded to the best
description, best house design and overall
winner as voted by the pupils in each class.
Miss Hill

www.readformyschool.co.uk
There has been a rolling schedule of prizes for
individual pupils and Emily Oldridge, Year 8, has
won a pack of 10 books from Penguin Schools as
a result of having read 3 books in the space of
one week. Well done Emily and keep reading.
Mrs Codd

Year 7 Pupils
E-Reader Pilot Scheme
To promote English and literacy, lucky
pupils in Year 7 are currently piloting the
schools new e-book repository.
A group of pupils have been loaned an e-reader
device and are now able to loan books from the
schools e-book library. Pupils are able to read
their favourite books on their tablet devices,
both in their library lessons and at home in their
own time.

Above: Year 7 pupils show off the models of their homes.

If the pilot is successful, the intention is to
expand the e-library and roll the scheme out
throughout other year groups. So far, the pilot
has been very well received and the pupils were
very excited about getting their tablet devices.
Year 7 pupil Lauren Wells said ‘When I heard I
would be getting the e-reader, I couldn’t wait
and I love it! My friends wish they had one too.’
Left: Year 7 pupils Ben Smith,
Sean Denoon, Joshua Sowter,
Bethany Ireland, Skye Hunter
and Lauren Wells with their ereader devices.

Year 10
Geography Field Trip To Lincoln

Easter Holiday
Geography
Revision
Dates for
Year 11 Pupils:

Miss Henshall: Mon 30th March

9-11am and 12-1.30pm

Miss Horner: Mon 30th March

9-11am and pm 12-1.30pm
Mr McCrae: Mon 30th March
Year 10 students have been to Lincoln to
complete their data collection for their
Geography controlled assessment.
Students worked in pairs and threes and
completed a series of tasks, including: Building
surveys, a questionnaire, environment survey
and pedestrian counts. It was a successful and a
well planned day and the students were a credit
to Healing School.
Right: Conducting surveys and
comparing notes.
Mr McCrae

Below: Pupils Molly Cook and Chloe
Mason.

9-11am and 12-1.30pm

Mr McCrae: Tue 31st March

9-11am and 12-2pm

Year 8
Exploding Volcanoes Project

Solar Eclipse
Right: Mr Crosby
sets up the
telescope.

Above & Left:
Year 8 pupils
created their
own volcanoes.
Below: Jack
Betmead
prepares his
volcano for
eruption.

This half term, Year 8 Geography students
have been building their own volcanoes.
Students were set the task of completing the
volcano to explode. The students could either
use coke and mints or bicarbonate of soda and
vinegar. The students then had the opportunity
to take their finished creation outside for their
teacher to explode. Some of the students
decided to build volcano cakes. Overall, the
students really enjoyed the experience and
there were many successful eruptions.
Mr McCrae

Last Friday, all pupils and staff had the
opportunity to witness the Solar Eclipse
from the school grounds.
This is a most unusual event with the last Solar
Eclipse visible in Healing being in 1999 and the
next one in 2026.
The pupils felt the sudden fall in temperature as
the skies darkened and studied the behaviour of
birds as they headed for the trees before
starting the second “dawn chorus” of the day.
The Science Faculty prepared several ways of
viewing the Eclipse ranging from simple pinhole
cameras to larger projected images from a
telescope and binoculars. It was fascinating to
see the steady movement of the Moon across
the front of the Sun.
Following the Solar Eclipse a number of groups
in different subjects have been working on
related activities which we hope to showcase on
a noticeboard within the Science faculty.
Mr Crosby

Year 9 Pupils Visit The Belgian
And French Battlefields
As part of a government based initiative,
2 pupils from Healing school had the
opportunity to go to Belgium and France as
part of the First World War Centenary
Battlefields Tour Programme.
After a competition for pupils in Year 9, Phoebe
Graves and Madeline Foster-Smith were lucky
enough to accompany Mrs Plant on this trip.
The trip took them to many historical places
including:
Tyne Cot Cemetry, Langemark Cemetry,
Memorial Museum Passchendaele, Neuve
Chapelle, Flanders Field Museum, Thiepval Wood
and Menin Gate where we were able to take part
in the laying of the wreath. The students also
took part in workshop as part of the
commemoration art programme
commissioned by Flanders Government.
Madeline, Phoebe and Mrs Plant created a
pottery figure which will form part of a memorial
to the 600,000 killed in Flanders during WWI.

Above:
Meeting
soldiers at
Menin Gate.
Right:
Creating
sculptures to
add to the
Remembrance
Project for
2018.

Below: Laying a wreath of
remembrance at Menin Gate.

Above and Right:
Exploring the ‘dug outs’ and
walking in the trenches.

Borneo Expedition
Opportunity
Pupils from Years 10 and
11 have been given an
exciting opportunity to
take part in an
expedition to Borneo.
The trip is organised
through the school by
expedition specialists
Camps International. Pupils
will spend a month in
Borneo during the summer
of 2016, to assist in conservation and
community projects.
They will also experience and exhilarating trek
through the Borneo jungle and visit an
orangutan sanctuary.
It is hoped the trip will increase confidence,
improve life skills, enhance leadership and
promote personal development of young
people.
The cost of the expedition is £3,980 and each
pupil is expected to raise this amount
themselves over the coming year. Pupils will
take part in fundraising and sponsored events.
Anyone who would like to support the project,
become a sponsor, or who has any fundraising
ideas, should contact Mrs Ranyard, the
co-ordiator of the project for the school.

On March 13th, pupils and staff took part in
the annual fundraising event for comic
relief.
Pupils paid at least £1, to be able to ditch their
school ties and wear any tie they liked for one
day. Some colourful ties made the day fun and
characters such as Scooby Doo and Bart
Simpson were spotted around the school.
The event raised a phenomenal £911 which will
help fund projects both home and abroad.

Cheerleading Showcase
The Healing High flyers cheerleading teams
took part in North East Lincolnshire’s
Dance Showcase on March 19th at The
Baths Hall Scunthorpe.
A total of 65 cheerleaders took part, from year
7-11, and wowed the audience and parents with
their dynamic routines. The juniors displayed
courage throughout an energetic pom-pom
dance routine which was choreographed by
Sophie Fowler in Year 10
The Intermediates amazed the audience with
their level 2 stunts, smooth transitions and
synchronisation of 28 cheerleaders. The Seniors
ended the cheerleading performance with a
professional performance of complicated
choreography and stunts. Well done girls!
Mrs Yeadon
Below: Members of the cheerleading team from Years 7-11.

Healing School Outdoor Hockey
Tournament Results.

Year 7 District Netball Winners

This term has seen all
year groups compete in
the Grimsby and District
outdoor hockey
tournaments where all
schools from across the
district compete to be
crowned district
champions.
It started at the beginning
of the term with the year 10
and 11 tournament where
Ciara McFerren, Jess
Gladding, Georgia Peers,
Ellie Doherty-Montague,
Emily Aisthorpe, Mollie
James, Lucy Howes, Alice
Howard, Beth Hardy and
Molly Cook all played an
outstanding level of
hockey. They won all their
games with ease, displaying
tactics and techniques to
rival any local team and
showed skills to impress all
the teachers present. They
were crowned district
champions and brought the
shield back to Healing
school.
The year 9’s played next and showed great
teamwork and sportsmanship and gained third
place overall. The year 9 team consisted of
Leyla Gould, Phoebe Johnson, Phoebe Graves,
Charlie Young, Zianne Lowe, Makenzie
Sargent, Sophie Davies and Grace Lovett.
The year 8’s continued their run of sporting
success with a hockey tournament win. They
were a superb little team and demonstrated
advanced skills and tactics for their year
group. They were delighted to have won the
tournament and to be crowned district
champions in another sport – as yet,
undefeated in all sports this year!! The year 8
team consisted of Rebekah Johnson, Eleanor
Johnson, Emily Cook, Maddi Dick, Abi Brady,
Emily Hurst, Steph Skelton, Charlotte Morrison
and Louise Butler.
The year 7’s did extremely well in their first
outdoor hockey event coming a very
respectable third place. They all played
enthusiastically and enjoyed playing on a
different surface which increased the pace of
the game somewhat!! The year 7 team
consisted of Emily Evans, Katie Ramsden, Ellie
Tams, Ellie-Mae Cheung, Gabbi Walker,
Heather Griffin, Georgia McCormick and
Jasmine Smith.

Above: Year 7 girls district netball team winners.

Well done to the year 7 Netball team who
won all of their nine games in an
interschool tournament.
Through an impressive display of attacking
skills they scored an impressive 40 goals. The
girls also showed sheer determination with
every game and only conceded goals.
Mrs Yeadon

Year 8 Netball Tournament
Year 8 netballers had huge success at the
Grimsby and District Outdoor tournament
where they competed against all schools
in the area to be crowned Grimsby and
District Champions.
They were undefeated in all their games and
throughout the whole tournament scored a
massive 54 goals and only conceded eight.
They all played with determination to succeed
and showed the highest levels of teamwork.
Well done to all involved - Nicola Close,
Georgina Caines, Stephanie Skelton, Emily
Hurst, Emily Burniston, Priya Grewel, Emily
Cook, Alice Ward and Abby Bloomfield.

