Message from the Principal
Dear Reader,
I hope you enjoy reading this special edition of Hotline, which features the adventures of our Year 10 Exchange
pupils.
Our pupils were excellent ambassadors for their families, the school and for young people of the UK in general!
There were many, many compliments about their excellent behaviour from a wide variety of people e.g. other
tourists at Humberside Airport and the Mayor of Königswinter.
Congratulations to all our pupils and a very big thank you to Miss Hill, Mrs Danielewski and our pupils‟ families for
their support with this project.
Mrs A Addison

German Exchange
Setting Off!
After a very successful first leg of the German exchange
programme with the twinned town of North East Lincolnshire,
Königswinter, fourteen eager Year 10 pupils travelled to
Germany on the 10th March for the second leg of the
programme.
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After a 3am start on Saturday 10th, we arrived in
Königswinter at 11am and the pupils spent the weekend with
their respective partners and families. They were all
thoroughly pleased to see one another after such successful
partnerships were forged on the first leg of the exchange.
Pictured above: Year 10 pupils with Miss Hill at
Humberside Airport

Meeting the Mayor
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The mayor of Königswinter held the annual formal
reception for us at the town hall, where we were
also joined by students from Franklin College (their
exchange visit coincided with ours this year). The
sun began to shine thankfully and we all saw the
wonderful views of the region from the
„Drachenfels‟.

“The German exchange is a brilliant experience and it really
helped with my grammar. It is a great thing to do and we had
some really funny moments. Definitely an experience that won‟t
be forgotten!”

“The German exchange was an experience that I will
never forget. I will never forget getting off a train at the
wrong stop, I will never forget my first birthday in a
foreign country; most importantly I will never forget my
experience of learning and understanding German life.
I enjoyed the trip very much and I recommend it for the
year 9 students who may take part next year.”

Abi Heywood

James Allbones

Pictured above: The ‘Deutsches Eck’

Next Year’s Exchange
Current Year 9 German pupils have been invited to take part in the next German exchange on the following dates:
German pupils will arrive on Friday 28th September 2012 and depart of Friday 5th October 2012.
Return trip to Germany: Saturday 9th March 2013 until Saturday 16th March 2013.
Miss Hill may be contacted for further details.

A Hectic Schedule !
On Monday we enjoyed a visit to the town of Koblenz where
we had a tour of the Marksburg (Medieval castle), a wander
around the town and we also saw the „Deutsches Eck‟, the
point where the Mosel and Rhine rivers meet: a famous
sight in the region.
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On Tuesday, we visited the „Haus der Geschichte‟ (history
museum) in Bonn, which is a must for every exchange visit!
Pupils learned about the interesting history of Germany,
including the former East West divide, which many pupils
found fascinating. A walk along the banks of the Rhine
followed which gave the pupils an excellent opportunity to
see the famous sights in Bonn, the former capital city, and
also Beethoven‟s birth place.
A visit to their respective schools (there were three
involved) followed on Wednesday. It is always interesting
for our pupils to experience a German school day and make
comparisons with our school. It was certainly a shock to the
system for our pupils, who returned feeling very fortunate
and grateful for the range of resources the school offers.
On Thursday we visited the nearby city of Köln (Cologne).
We had an interesting visit to the Odysseum, an interactive
science museum, where pupils enjoyed exploring the
different worlds and taking part in “hands on” activities. We
then headed into the city centre for a tour of the spectacular
Kölner Dom (Cathedral) and some brave pupils even
ventured to the top of the bell tower for amazing views of
the city!

Pictured above: a brilliant view from Drachenfel

The week was passing by very quickly and Friday was
spent in school with the pupils‟ partners, followed by a
free afternoon where a large amount of pupils went to
the famous Haribo shop! One pupil even had to buy a
new suitcase to travel home with as the amount of
sweets she had bought exceeded the size of her very
small case!
Sad Farewells...
The visit soon came to an end on Saturday and, as
always, many tears were shed at the airport as they all
said their goodbyes, although I know many of the
pupils intend to visit their new friends over the summer.

“I thought that the German exchange was one of the best trips I have
ever been on. It improved my German a considerable amount and the
German culture and environment was amazing. We spent most of the
day either on a bus or local train and the people there are so kind and
the families were so welcoming. I would really recommend it to
everyone who has the opportunity to go!”

“The German exchange was a brilliant trip and
the places we visited were fascinating. If you
ever had the chance to go and you didn‟t you
would probably regret it.”

Emily Rose Young

“The German exchange was brilliant, it was a
once in a lifetime opportunity and it was fantastic.
I would do it again. I learnt so much and
everyone was so kind and friendly.”
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Pictured above: our pupils with Mrs Danielewski enjoying a walk along the Rhine

Katie Mulligan

Sharni Mason
“This was yet another successful exchange. The
pupils were ambassadors for the school and did
themselves proud. They were enthusiastic and
always willing to try new experiences and
practice their language skills. All pupils improved
their German and were always eager to practise
their speaking and immersed themselves in the
culture. A sign of a good exchange is the amount
of tears shed in the airport on the last day and
there were many this year! True friendships
forged, and return visits already planned!”
Miss Hill

