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Dear Parent/Guardian
Welcome to the first edition
of Hotline for 2016.
This half term may have only
been 6 weeks long, but as
you will see from this edition
of Hotline, plenty has been
happening. Once again, at
the start of this year, the
National Performance Tables
for last academic year’s
results have been published
and they confirm that
whatever measure is used,
Healing School continues to
be one of the highest
performing schools in North
and North East Lincolnshire.
The Yorkshire post has also
highlighted Healing School as
one of the highest
performing schools in its
circulation area. Once again,
we have received a letter
from the ‘Department of
Education’ congratulating us
on our results as one of the
highest performing schools in
the country in terms of value
added progress and
attainment of our most
vulnerable pupils. Such
recognition of the hard work
of all our staff and pupils is
thoroughly deserved.
As this very wet and windy
half term comes to a close,
I would like to wish you all a
relaxing and enjoyable half
term break.

Principal, Mr Knapton

Cartoon Illustrator Visits Healing School
A group of Year 7 pupils were privileged to attend a creative
workshop with illustrator and comic creator Kev Sutherland.
Kev has drawn many comic strips for the Beano in the past;
including favourite characters the Bash St Kids. In two hours, pupils
created their own character and an original comic strip that were
combined to make a very unique comic. Each pupil was able to take
home a copy of the comic as a record of their work from the day.
Kev explained how a comic strip is put together and how details can
bring a character to life – much the same as in their own writing.
He also explained that the dialogue in a story brings the character
to life and enhances their personality.
All of the pupils enjoyed the experience and went away with the
knowledge that the skills that Kev has acquired over the years are
required in careers such as Games Designer and Graphic Designer.
The pupils were also
given a caricature of
themselves drawn by
Kev during the
session. Well done to
all the pupils who
participated.
Mrs Codd

Above: Jack Wood
puts the finishing
touches to Kev
Sutherland’s
illustration.

Right: Creating
their own comic
strips Isabel Graham,
Emily James,
Lily Phillipson,
Mollie Fidlin and
Alicia Freeman.

School Book Fair Promotes Reading
Pupils across all year groups recently attended
the week long Scholastic book fair held in the
new library and resource centre.
They had the opportunity to browse over 200 of the
most current and popular titles for young people and
purchase the books at discounted prices. There were
also posters, stationery and book bags available.
The book fair was held to engage pupils in reading
and to promote literacy. The pupils really enjoyed
talking to each other and staff about their favourite
books and making recommendations to each other.
Over the course of the
week, pupils spent over
£470 on books and as
way of a thank you for
holding the event,
Scholastic awarded the
school with £200 worth
of books to be chosen
from the Scholastic
website to add to the
school library.
Above: Looking at the new
publications, James Ambrose,
Benjamin Foster-Smith,
Samuel Johnson and Rowan
Pritchard.
Left: Katy Stewart, Emma
Hewis and Sophie Brown
choose their new books.
Left inset: Megan Cass,
Maya Swaby and Alicia
Freeman.

Spine Chillers Writing Challenge
Young Writers aims to encourage young people to engage in creative
writing and their latest competition attracted the attention of pupils at
Healing School. The challenge was to write a spine-chilling saga using
atmosphere, tension and suspense to grip the reader; the added
challenge was to write their story using just 100 words!
Entries from Saphron Alderson, year 11 pupil; Reece Stark, year 8
pupil; Miles Ramskill and Ben McCarthy, year 7 pupils, have all been
accepted for publishing and will appear in Spine-Chillers – The East.
A copy of the anthology will be sent to the British Library and further
libraries across the UK and Republic of Ireland, providing a lasting
record of their achievement. The school will also receive a
complimentary copy of the book.
The next stage will take place once all of the books from the
competition have been published. Writers and schools will be chosen
and notified by post if they are to receive one of the top prizes; the
school and pupils are waiting with baited breath for further news.
Congratulations to all of our young writers; we hope this achievement
will encourage many more of our pupils to enter future creative writing
competitions and activities.
Mrs Codd

Special mention
to Year 7 pupil
Hannah Keenan
who, since
September has
read 17 books in
the Accelerated
Reader programme
and written over
1,840,000 words
on her reading
as a result!
Congratulations
Hannah on your
amazing
achievement!
Mrs Codd

Left: The cast get ready
for their hilarious, yet
disastrous trip.
Below Centre: Harvey
Playford as Headmaster
Mr Briggs lays the law
down to Breanna Patrick
who played Mrs Kay.
Below Right:
William Dixon from
Year 10, played the role
of both the zookeeper
and lollipop man.

Our Day Out
Healing School pupils across
all year groups recently
perform the comedy play
‘Our Day Out,’ written by
Willy Rushton.
The play is set in Liverpool
and tells the story of a class
of socially challenged pupils
who visit a castle, a zoo and
a fairground on a school trip,
with humorous
consequences.

his colleague, Mrs Kay,
played by Breanna Patrick,
on the school trip. The play
was well received by 130
members of the audience,
who attended the
performance over its two
evening run.
The play was put together
by the hard work of the
Performing Arts faculty and
in particular, Mr Vincent
who has spent many hours
rehearsing with the pupils.

The play was led by Year 10
pupils studying for their Btec
Performing Arts qualification
and was assisted by pupils
from Yrs 7, 8 and 9, who are
members of the lunch time
drama club. Auditions began
in July, with approximately
40 pupils now taking part.
Harvey Playford from Yr 10
played uptight Headmaster
Mr Briggs, who accompanies

World Book Day and National Book Tokens
This year, World Book Day falls on Thursday 3rd March.
As part of the promotion, the
independent literacy charity
supplies every school with a £1
money off book token that
can be redeemed in most
participating book stores. Your
child will receive a token when
they return from the half term
break. In addition, the token also
entitles pupils to enter a prize
draw online, which includes the
prize of a trip to Legoland.

NSPCC Fundraising Number Day
On Friday 5th February, Healing School
took part in the NSPCC Number Day.
The event is designed to help pupils to raise
money for charity, while learning and having
fun with Maths.
Amongst the many activities, pupils paid 10p
to guess how many sweets were in a jar.
There were hundreds of entries, but the jar
was won by Jenna Ornsby from Year 7, who
correctly guessed that there were 102 sweets
in the jar. Year 9 pupil Ben Smith, won a giant
gummy bear by correctly guessing the weight,
which was 380gms.

Above: ‘Hmmmm.
What do you think
this gummy bear
weighs?’
Left: Emily
Oldbridge
and Abigail
Brady ready
for the
compass
challenge.
Below left:
Yr 9 boys
Noah
Marshall
and Jayden
Mawer take
a break.

Another popular activity had pupils
placing coins around the circumference of
the large compass in the school grounds.
Classes competed against each other to
see who could collect the most coins and
complete the circle to raise the most. The
challenge was won by Miss Green’s Year 7
class who raised over £55.

Above: Favour
Ekoja tries to
guess at how
many sweets
are in the jar.

Left: Year 7
Maths pupils
Brandon
Standland,
Emma King
and Ben
Greenwood.

No fundraising event would be complete
without a cake sale and this event was
no exception! Pupils and staff kindly
made and brought in cakes and
biscuits, many of which were decorated
with mathematical symbols. All were
sold at morning break and raised over
£150.

Right: ‘It’s
impossible to
choose just
one!’
Lottie Jarman,
Chloe Cribb
and Josh
Leader line up
for Maths
inspired
goodies.

Over the course of the event, over
£590 was raised for the NSPCC and the
pupils across all year groups thoroughly
enjoyed all the different activities. As
the event was so successful, Healing
School will make it an annual event.
Thank you to all who were involved in
making the day a fantastic success.

Below: Yr 7
pupil Roan
Greenacre
designs a quiz
for Number
Day.

Miss Green and The Maths Faculty

Above: Learning
about probability…
with the chance of
winning a kit-kat!

Left: The jar is
filled with sweets.
‘What’s your
guess’ asks Alfie
Jarvis and Thomas
Parrott.
Right: Tucking in
at the cake sale,
Tommy Horton
and Kristians
Boguzs.

Year 8 S.T.E.M
Energy
Challenge
On 9th February,
inspirational
company – The
Smallpeice Trust held a science
activity day at Healing School.
The Smallpeice Trust engages young
people who are passionate about STEM
subjects: Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics.
60 enthusiastic Year 8 pupils took part in
the ‘Energy Challenge’ event which
focused on new energy technologies and
the future of global energy. They were
given a presentation, then worked
together in groups looking at different
types of renewable energy and aimed to
come up with new ideas. Finally, each
group was given materials to create and
race their own solar vehicles. The winning
group were: Georgia McCormick, Anna
Lisztovski, Megan Matthews, Charlie
Oliver and Alexandra Cufflin.
Pupils were also able to talk to teachers
and members of the Smallpeice Trust
about careers and working in a science
and engineering environment.
The program has been partially funded by
Shell, who have invested over £1million in
the project, with a view to inspiring
‘Tomorrow’s Engineers.’
Mr Ramsden

Above: Georgia
McCormick, Anna
Lisztovszki, Megan
Matthews, Charlie
Oliver and
Alexandra Cufflin
created the
winning solar
vehicle.

Right: Pupils
Charlie Yeo and
Isobel Humphrey
with Mr Close,
Ellen Rea from
The Smallpeice
Trust and science
teacher Mr
Ramsden.

Borneo Bingo Charity Fundraising Event Raises over £750
On Thursday 4th February, over 100 people came to play
bingo to help raise money for Year 11 and 12 pupils who
are visiting Borneo to take part in community projects
this summer.
Bingo goers were treated to a selection of homemade jungle
themed refreshments, including snake cakes and spider muffins!
The school received some amazing prizes that were donated by
local families and businesses.
Four prizes were up for grabs each game played. Head of P.E. Miss Sass was the winner of a Clarins goody bag, while Daniel
Lisztovszki from Year 7, won a Lamborghini remoted controlled
car donated by Harris and Hoyle dentists. Six year old Reuben
Waller was the proud winner of the coveted signed Grimsby
Town football top, but the top prize of a Lenova netbook
donated by Phillips 66, was won by Joseph Atkin from Year 7.

ABOVE: Six year old Reuben Waller
won the Grimsby Town football shirt.

Overall, over £764 was raised for the pupils travelling to
Borneo, who have the task of raising £4,000 each to fund their
trip. We would like to thank those who donated and gave up
their time to make this event a fantastic success.
Miss Plant and Mrs Ranyard

Left:
Mr Knapton
and Franklin
College
Principal, Mr
Trevor Wray
congratulate
Year 11 pupils
at the Aim
Higher
assembly.
Below left:
Year 9 pupils
receive their
accolades from
HETA Centre
Manager,
Mr Alex
Billingham and
Mr Knapton.

Aim Higher Assemblies 2016
Pupils in Years 9, 10 and 11 were recently
awarded for their effort, attendance and
reliability at the schools ‘Aim Higher’
presentation assemblies.
The presentations are undertaken to encourage and
recognise pupils who are committed to “going the
extra mile.” Although GCSE grades are important,
Mr Knapton said it was also important to recognise
the personal attributes of young people who work
hard and strive to be the best they can in terms of
effort and reliability - attributes that will serve them
well in the workplace.
Left: Some of
last year’s
pupils who
took up the
challenge.

National Citizenship Challenge 2016
The National Citizenship Challenge is a fantastic positive
experience for enthusiastic young people aged between
15 and 17.
The programme promotes working together to learn
new life skills, conquering challenges and gaining
leadership skills in new environments, as well as putting
something good back into the local community.
The service is
currently
recruiting young
people to take up
the challenge this
year. Anyone who
is interested can
get more
information from
Mrs Ranyard, or
online at
www.ncsyes.co.uk

Important Changes
to Our Attendance,
Pupil Absence and Leave
of Absence Policies
At Healing School we are very
proud of our outstanding attendance
record which for the last academic
year 2014/2015 stood at 95.7%.
2.5% above the National Average.
As we are always striving for
excellence, we have been looking
at ways to further improve our
communication regarding
attendance with parents. As such,
during the autumn term we
reviewed our reporting of absence
procedure. I would urge all parents
to view our updated Attendance
Policy which is available to view in
the Documents and Policies section
on our website:

www.healing-school.co.uk
Thank you.
Mrs Horner

Table Tennis
After the success
of the team event
Healing School
went to the North
East Lincolnshire
individual table
tennis event high
in confidence.

Badminton
Both the boys and girls badminton
teams qualified to represent North
East Lincolnshire in Hull.
This is an achievement considering that
facilities for this sport are limited.
The pupils enjoyed the tournament and
as always, were a credit to the school
and performed well throughout the
tournament.

This confidence was
not misplaced and in the under 16’s event Alex
Pearce, Tom Armitage and Ben Smith qualified for the
semi finals, with Tom Armitage playing Ben Smith in
the Final. Tom was the eventual winner.
In the under 13’s group, 2 pupils qualified for the
semi finals: Tom Hipwell and Luke Nimmo. Luke went
on to become the champion. This meant that Healing
took a 5 individuals to Hull to represent North East
Lincolnshire in the Humberside County finals.
The step up in standard is incredible, with a number
of players ranked in the top 5 in the country.

Cross Country
Healing pupil George Gale from
Year 7 won the Humberside
county race, whilst his brother,
William Gale from Year 9 came 3rd
in the Year 8/9 event.
Harry MacKenzie came in 5th in the
Year 10/11 race. Not only are these
boys the best in North East
Lincolnshire, but they are fast
becoming some of the best runners in
Humberside.

Above: Yr 7 pupil Luke
Nimmo represented
Healing School in table
tennis.

Josh Barnard replaced Ben
Smith who had an England
squash tournament to play in.
All 5 boys played extremely
well. Tom Armitage qualified for
the last 8. However, the man of
the moment was Luke Nimmo
who cruised through the
tournament into the semi final
where he won a hard fought
game to progress to the final.
He played some outstanding
table tennis but was unlucky to
lose. This will not be the last
we hear of this talented young
table tennis player.
Mr Norman

Year 8 Hockey Team
The boys made it to the regional
finals of the under 13's hockey
tournament after finishing a close
second in the Grimsby finals.
The boys travelled over to Hymers
College in Hull for the finals and made
both Healing School and North East
Lincolnshire proud by finishing fifth.
Their most pleasing performance being
the 2-0 victory over Hymers. All the
boys gave their all and it was a
pleasure to take them. Special mention
to Mr Jackson who has been a great
help in running the hockey teams and
his expert knowledge has definitely
helped improve the boys performance.

Forthcoming Dates
For Parents’ Evenings

Year 8
Tuesday 15th March 2016

Year 7
Wednesday 13th April 2016

Year 9
Wednesday 4th May 2016

