February 2014

Dear Parent/Guardian
Welcome to the first edition of hotline for 2014. Amazingly, this half term has only been 6 weeks long but you will note,
as you read further on, it has been action packed!
On 23 January, the annual school performance tables were published and the school received a letter from David Laws, Minister
for Schools stating;“It gives me great pleasure to congratulate you on the excellent performance of your pupils, particularly your
disadvantaged pupils, in the 2013 national key stage 4 tests …”
Whilst we are delighted to be confirmed in the top 2% of schools nationally and to be the top of the NE Lincs league tables, once
again, we are even more proud that pupils at Healing School also develop character and resilience through participation in a wide
variety of extra-curricular activities, as evidenced by this and previous editions of Hotline.
Thank you for your ongoing support which is an integral part of the school’s success.

Best wishes, Mrs A Addison, Principal.

Healing School
tops the league tables!

Animal Farm ‘A magical allegory’
Healing school Performing Arts pupils have
been rehearsing hard on the up coming
performance of the George Orwell classic tale,
Animal Farm. The performances will include
pupils from years 11, 8 and 7, who are
currently working together to bring the
dystopian story to life.

Healing has recently been placed top of North
East Lincolnshire secondary schools on a host
of different measures. The academy saw 82
per cent of students achieve five or more GCSE
A* to C grades, including maths and English. A
total of 82 per cent did so last August, the fifth
consecutive year Healing school has seen more
than 80 per cent achieve this standard.
“The tables demonstrate a consistently
outstanding performance over a number of
years, which is tribute to the students and the
staff who work so hard,” Mrs Addison said.
“The results continue the extra-ordinary
success story at this school, with year-on-year
GCSE performances that put us at the top end
of local and national tables.’’
They also support independent research by the
Guardian newspaper in September which saw
us named ninth best non-selective state school
in the UK.
“We’ve always said we are a village school in
North East Lincolnshire that is punching
considerably above its weight nationally. These
figures confirm that once again.”
Healing, designated the area’s only Teaching
School by the Government, helps schools
across a wide region improve their standards.

The tale tells how the animals of Manor Farm
overthrow the farmer and take over the
running of the farm themselves. Things go well
until the pigs begin to take charge and
eventually turn into the very beings they
despise.
Dates for the performances are:

Wednesday 5th and
Thursday 6th March 2014.
The performance starts at 7pm in the New Hall
and is expected to end around 10pm.
Tickets are priced at £3 for adults and
£2 for children.
Tickets are available
from Mr Hudson.

“All animals
are equal,
but some
animals are
more equal
than
others...’’
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Year 9 PWL Coca-Cola
Real Business Challenge

Outstanding geography student
award competition

A group of seven Healing Year 9 students were
lucky enough to reach the Coca Cola Real
Business Challenge East Midlands Final. They
included: Harriet Lloyd, Evie Young, Robyn
Jackaman, Alisha Brocklebank, Tom Carroll,
Libby Wood and Emily Farrant-Harris.
Over 750 schools were invited to take part in the
challenge and the best 10 from each region were
invited to attend Derby Pride Park on 7th
February to partake in the final.
The students had to create a presentation, a
viral video and a poster to promote
‘StreetGames’ - a charity that supports children
in disadvantaged areas. The students were then
assigned a Coca Cola mentor who guided them
through the day. The students also had the
opportunity to go into a recording studio to
record their viral video. The mentor was
excellent and helped the students by rehearsing
their presentation. Mr McCrae and Miss Allison
were also asked to complete the challenge too.
Although the team from Healing didn’t come out
on top, Mr McCrae said ‘It was probably the
proudest day of my teaching career.’ He went on
to add that he was very also proud of the
outstanding effort that pupils had put in to their
pitch. ‘The pupils attitude was amazing and they
thoroughly enjoyed the day. They were, as
always, a credit to the school.’
Mr McCrae & Miss Allison

Year 9 students Beth Fletcher and Megan
Webb have taken part in the Geographical
Association’s Outstanding Geography Student
Award Competition. This is a national
competition open to all outstanding geography
students. The task included writing a 1000
word essay on the effects of the 2010
Eyjafjallajokull eruption. One of the effects
was the huge amount of ash that affected air
travel and grounded planes worldwide. The
students also had to talk about ‘Why they
should win,’ ‘how entering their competition
would benefit them’ and ‘how they hope to
use geography in the future.’ Both students
worked incredibly hard. The top prize on offer
is a 5 night trip to Northern Iceland for 4
students and a member of staff. Good luck!
Mr McCrae
Above:
Megan Webb and
Beth Fletcher.

Left:
Miss Allison,
Harriet Lloyd,
Evie Young,
Mr McCrae,
Emily Farrant-Harris,
Robyn Jackaman,
Libby Wood,
Alisha Brocklebank,
Tom Carrol.
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It all adds up! Support your Child’s
Learning in Maths
Multiple ways in which parents are confused by
mathematics were addressed at a special event.
The “Support your Child’s Learning in Maths”
evening recently took place at Healing School.
Invited Year 5 primary pupils and their parents
used compasses, angle measurers and learned a
method of long multiplication which was new to
most parents.
Principal Ann Addison said: “We don’t want
children or their parents worried about what
maths will be like when they move up to a
secondary school.
“The evening addresses that issue, aiming to
make parents more confident they are able to
support their children with homework, and the
pupils more confident in maths.”

Number Ninjas
Maths Club
Since the beginning of the new year term,
pupils have had the opportunity to attend a new
and exciting maths club known as ‘Number
Ninjas!’ The club runs over lunch break and is
aimed at pupils in KS3 sets 1 and 2. The aim of
the club is to show just how interesting and fun
maths can be, as well as being an indispensable
life tool. Pupils are able to do maths puzzles,
learn origami and use the i-pads to complete
maths puzzles. Alex Henderson and Martin Riley
who have attended the club since it began, said
‘Number Ninjas has been lots of fun so far and
we are looking forward to more fun things to
do.’ The club meets on Wednesday lunch times
at 12.40 in G3.
Miss Woodward.

Above: Members of the Number Ninjas maths club.

Above: Year 5 pupils are helped with their maths by Ellie Mulligan,
Miss Portess, Ellie Gould and Crystal Brown.

Hints and Tips from the Maths
Department at Healing
- Ask questions like “ How does that
work?” “Can I do it this way?”
- Persevere , never give up.
- Learn the basics - number and
multiplication facts will help all the way
through school.
- Be independent, don’t be afraid to come
up with your own ideas.
- Practise, practise, practise. Like most
things in life you won’t become good at
it unless you practise.
- Try different methods of learning, it’s not
just about working out of a text book,
there are lots of fun games available
on the internet that can help you.
- Don’t be scared to try it out. Often we
don’t want to try a question because
we are afraid of getting it wrong, but if
you don’t give it a go, you will never
know if you can do it.
- Remember - Maths does not need to be
made difficult, there is often an easy
way to find the solution.
For more information,
contact the school on (01472) 502400.
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Saturday
Sculpture Club

Media centre visit
for Year 9 pupils
I came back from the Grimsby Institute
speechless. The equipment used is incredible!
Each piece of equipment is worth a lot of money.
They source high spec quality for each one and
buy the best equipment they can.

Above: A BBC Radio
Humberside reporter
interviews Ayana Al-Harthy
and Charlotte Ashton

BBC Radio Humberside recently visited Healing
school to interview pupils involved with the
‘Saturday Club,’ which is held weekly at GIFIE.
The current project is that of creating a
sculpture, with the help of the Heatherwick
studio, based in London.
The finished sculpture will go on display in the
GIFIE car park. Darren Capp, art and design
tutor said ‘ This is the fourth year we have
been running the Saturday art club. Previously,
we have worked on simple projects, but this
year we wanted to inspire the young people
and really give them something to challenge
and involve them.
Pupils from Healing who are involved with the
project are: Aston Douglass, Charlotte Aston,
Ellie Gould, Georgia Greenbury, Emily Howard
and Ayana Al-Harthy.

Altogether we went to
visit seven rooms. One
room was full of students
and iMac computers.
Each student had two
monitors. They need two
monitors so they can see
their overall project on
the other screen and
check that it looks
correct. This makes it
easier for students whilst
editing their footage.

Above: Year 9 pupils enjoy a
fascinating trip around the media
centre at Grimsby Institute.

Another room was for controlling the green
screen and the studio. The green screen had
three big cameras at the front, but if you used
the Mocap (motion capture) suites, there were
small red cameras in each corner. The Mocap is
used mostly to make characters in games.
Next door was an interview studio for their new
channel Estuary TV which is on channel eight.
The setting was like the programme ‘This
Morning’. In between the green screen and the
interview studio, there was a room to put the
recordings together and edit them. In this room
there were three plasma TVs and two computers.
They had one keyboard to control all three TVs.
The next room was a quiet room for the students
to edit their videos. The most advanced software
is called Smoke for video editing.
Another room was for all the cameras. They use
Sony because they believe it is the best brand for
recording footage. Stationary cameras sit on
tripods. On the tripods there was a control that
allowed the camera to move, so if you were
recording a film you could use it to follow the
actor around. The cameras can do all sorts of
different things. They can be used to record
football because they can record slow motion.
The radio station room was sound proofed. There
was a computer in the corner so they could view
the news station. There was a TV up on the wall
that showed what music was playing and a big
control panel on the desk to control the sound.
Unfortunately our interesting trip then came to
an end.
I’d like to say thank you to everyone who
arranged and helped with the trip.

Above: Darren Capp, Art and Design tutor at Grimsby Institute,
discusses the sculpture project with Charlotte and Ayana.

By Beth Hardy, Year 9
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Buddy Reading
scheme

Healing debating team
impresses visitors.

Healing school has devised a new scheme for
pupils to get together and enjoy the experience
of books and reading. The scheme is called
‘Buddy Reading’ and meets weekly to promote
reading.

I am pleased to inform everyone how well
Healing Year 10 pupils performed at the final
debating activity on 30th January. It was a
small but successful event. The external
visitors from Franklin College were extremely
impressed, not only at the behaviour of our
pupils but the fantastic speeches they produced
too.
Lauren Parrott and Ellie Mulligan won Amazon
vouchers for the best overall debate and
Callum Lovett won the award for 'most
improved'. Congratulations to all pupils who
took part in the debates:
Jonah Foster-Smith
Cameron Sargent
Ellie Mulligan
Lauren Parrot
Callum Lovett
Nathan Stephenson-Roberts
Margaret Meacock
Josh Cox
Jack Fairbrass
Lauren Bridgewater
Abbie-Leigh Thompson

Above: Year 10 pupil
Emily Howard and
William Kolberg from
Year 7.

Right: Teaching
assistant Ann Carter
enjoys a book with
Alice Howard from
Year 9 and Caitlin
Webb, Year 7.

Miss Good

Coming soon...
6th March 2014: World Book Day!
Calling all budding young writers! Chris Evans has launched the second
500 WORDS short story competition, open to anyone in the UK aged 13 and under.
Last year there were nearly 30,000 entries and this year is going to be bigger and
better than ever. The age group is between 10 – 13. The closing date for the
competition is 1st March 2014. The story has to be 500 words or fewer, and has to
be an original fictional work by the entrant. The writers of the 50 best stories will be
invited to join the Chris Evans Breakfast Show live from the Hay Festival on 1st
June. There will be a Bronze, Silver and Gold winner and some great prizes:
Bronze Winner – Win your own height in books.
Silver Winner – Win Alex Jones’ from the One Show’s height in books.
Gold Winner – Win Chris Evans’ height in books and 500 books for your school.

For more information and to submit your 500 word story, please visit:

www.worldbookday.com
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Healing School celebrate success at inter-school
cheerleading competition
On January 24th, 60 enthusiastic Year 7 - 11 girls from the school’s cheerleading team performed
their routines at the inter school cheerleading competition, held at Oasis Academy, Wintringham.
They achieved 1st and 2nd place and also won awards for best showmanship and creative
choreography. The girls were also commended by the judges for their team spirit and for their
support of other competitors. ‘We believe the Healing cheerleading team live and breathe their craft,
which shows in every performance they give. We are very proud of the commitment they have
shown as a team and for all the time they have put in perfecting routines. Well done girls!’
Mrs Yeadon & Miss Plant

HS

Above: Miss Yeadon (left) and Miss Plant (right) pictured with the Healing cheerleading team, comprising of girls from Year 7 through to Year 11.
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Healing pupils represent
local karate clubs

Year 9 boys basketball
team success

Left to right:
James Raynor, Charlotte Raynor & Oliver Oldham

Three Healing School pupils represented their
local clubs in the English Kyu Grade Karate
Championships in Sheffield on 26th January
(competition excluding black belts.) The three
athletes performed very well and managed to
get through many rounds. James Raynor
reached the quarter-finals in his kata (pattern)
division, Charlotte Raynor received a bronze
medal in her kata (pattern) category where she
just missed out 2-1 to put her in the final. Oliver
Oldham reached the quarter finals in both his
kata (pattern) section and his kumite (fighting)
section. All three competitors showed great spirit
and determination and had a successful day.
Well Done Team Healing!

The boys won the Grimsby basketball finals, being
unbeaten in 8 games! However, the regional finals
were a little tougher and the team came up
against some strong teams from the Hull region.
Despite missing out on winning the final games,
the boys were very proud of their 4th place finish.

Mr Phillips

Mr Blockley

Above: Team players: Jonathan Borrill-Townsend, William Bebbington,
Owen Loveday, Jamie Caines, Jordan Shreeve and Brandon Leak.

Year 10 and Year 7
hockey teams

Above: Year 7 hockey team who represented North East Lincolnshire at
the Humberside hockey tournament.
Left: Year 10 winners of the Grimsby under 16’s hockey league.
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Pupils receive their Aim Higher certificates
Pupils in years 9, 10 and 11 receive their ‘Aim Higher’ certificates. The certificates are awarded for
achieving over 95% attendance and for consistently being punctual and reliable with handing in
homework and meeting deadlines. Well done!

Year 9

Year 10

Year 11

