December 2014

Dear Parent/Guardian
I hope you enjoy reading this festive edition of Hotline. I am pleased to report that this first term for me as the
new Principal of Healing School has been highly successful, with pupils continuing to excel both inside and outside
the classroom. This is opitimised by the hard work the Year 11 pupils are putting into preparing for their Mock
Examinations, which are after the Christmas break this year. The PE department have had lots of sporting success
this term which was highlighted by the pupils’ performance at the Grimsby and District Swimming Gala. There were
many individual race wins, but everybody’s contribution was vital as Healing School became the champions by the
narrowest of margins. A truly magnificent team effort!
The school’s Drama and Performing Arts department also continues to grow and thrive and there is no better
example of this than the recent production of the musical “Oliver.” Not only was this an outstanding production
but it also showcased the array of talented young actors and singers that we have in our school. When I attended
the performance, I was amazed by the polished performances of all of those actors in front of the curtain and
incredibly proud of all of the teachers and pupils worked to support them behind the scenes. A huge thank you
must also go to our parents who I am sure will have spent hours helping the cast rehearse and perfect their lines.
It is not only the production of Oliver which has got us all in the festive mood this week - on Wednesday 17
December, we all enjoyed a superb Christmas lunch cooked for us by the Chartwell’s catering team.
I would like to finish by wishing all of you a Merry Christmas and I look forward to working with you,
in the New year, to ensure the continued success of pupils in our school.

Mr M Knapton , Principal

Pupils Take A Tour Around The
New Jem Build Site
This term has seen the new building really start
to take shape. Last week, Mrs Addison, two of
the premises staff, and I were invited on a tour
of the building with four members of our school
council. It is going to be a great asset for the
school and will allow us to continue to provide a
fantastic education to our pupils in state of the
art classrooms.

Our contractors, Jembuild , have confirmed that
the building remains on schedule and we
therefore hope it will be fully completed and
handed over to us in July so we can deliver
English, Geography, History and Religious
Studies lessons in the new building from
September 2015.

Above: Pupils survey the building from a new perspective.
Left: School council pupils Esme Jacklin, Matthew
Thompson, Corey Thompson and Sophie King with Mr
Knapton, ready to take the tour of the build in progress.

Multi Academy Board Trust
As you may recall, I wrote to all of our parents
in November to seek nominations for parents to
join our MAT Board.
I am delighted to be able to tell you that
following the recent meeting of the Multi
Academy Trust Board, Mr D. Pears and Miss S.
Lark have been appointed to the Board.
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Healing School Yrs 7 - 11 Perform Charles Dickens’ Oliver!
On the 16th and 17th December, parents
sat back to watch pupils perform the
Charles Dickens’ tale ‘Oliver.’
The main cast – who were being assessed on
their performance as part of their BTEC
Performing Arts – Acting course performed to
two sell out audiences, supported by the
school’s Year 7 & Year 8 Drama Clubs, the
School Choir and pupils
from Year 9 & Year 11
Performing Arts groups.

Above: Jack
Johnston
from Year 7,
played a
convincing
Oliver!
Left: The
cast perform
‘consider
yourself.’

Right: The
excited cast
get ready to
perform.
Right top:
Nicola McRae
delivers a
beautiful
rendition.

The cast roared out crowd favourites such as
‘Oom-pah-pah!’ and ‘Consider Yourself’ with style
and conviction. There were stellar performances
aplenty; when Nicola McRae (Nancy) belted out a
heart-wrenching rendition of ‘As Long As He
Needs Me’, there was hardly a dry eye in the hall.
Kasha Nada wowed the audience as the
confident, self-assured Artful Dodger. Many of the
audience commented on the cast’s
professionalism and energy, as well as the
detailed set design which helped bring Lionel
Bart’s stage show to life.
When Mr Hirst cast the show back in July, the
main role was not allocated. Fortunately, a rising
star was found in Year 7 through a tough audition
process. Jack Johnson’s performance as Oliver
was both convincing and heart-warming through
his confident singing and ability to time the
perfect angelic smile resulting in many an ‘Aww!’
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Geography Globetrotters Club
Mr McCrae and Miss Henshall have been running
a new Geography club called Globetrotters.
Pupils have been looking at topical issues such
as extreme environments, map skills, super
volcanoes, Iceland and Christmas.

Above: Members of the Geography Globetrotters Club.

Coca Cola Real Business Challenge
For Year 9 Pupils
Year 9 and 10 Students have entered the Real
Business Challenge and their challenge has been
to come up with a new juice brand that involves
the Special Olympic Games 2015.
The students had to come up with an original
idea, slogan, logo and brand name. Together
with this they had to create cost and profit
projections for their drink. Three teams pitched
their idea to myself and Mr Midgely, the Work
Experience and Careers Co-ordinator. The
winning presentation was sent to Coca Cola and
will be judged alongside 64 other schools.
Here are some photos of the students with their
certificates for their efforts and the winning
group of Harriet Lloyd, Holly McCormick, Megan
Webb, Alisha Brocklebank, Libby Wood, Lauren
Wheatley and Alex Henderson. Good luck!

Pupils have been studying the extreme
environment on the Isle of Skye and carrying
out presentations about super volcanoes. They
also learnt a little about the culture and
environment in Iceland, by listening to some
music and looking at lots of photographs. Pupils
were then given an Icelandic name and tried the
‘Ice Challenge’ to see how long they could
handle the cold!
Whilst studying Cholera, we transported
ourselves to Soho, London in 1854, with the aid
of mapping to solve the problem of the disease.
The globetrotters learnt about Dr John Snow,
who revolutionised the way we use maps and
look at space.
Finally, pupils learnt about Christmas traditions
around the world including Brazil, USA, China,
Spain and Australia. We were not too keen on
their choices of food but liked to hear about the
different names for Santa and we decided a hot
Christmas wouldn’t be too bad!
Miss Henshaw

Mr McCrae

Year 9 and 10 pupils who participated in the
Real Business Challenge 2014.

Globetrotters meets on
Wednesday after school
(3:15-4:15.) If anyone would
like to join, then please speak
to your Geography teacher.
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German Christmas Market Trip To
Leeds For Year 11 Language Pupils
This term, the Year 11 German group,
accompanied by Miss Hill, Mrs Hinchliff and Mr
Phillips, went to experience the annual
traditional German Christmas Market in Leeds.
The market is run by German market traders,
who tour around the county visiting different
cities and bring the German Christmas culture
and traditions to the UK.
As part of the GCSE, pupils are required to
understand cultural aspects of Germany,
including celebrations and festivals, so this visit
was especially useful to give pupils an insight
into cultural Germany.
As well as greeting the stall holders in German,
pupils also completed a quiz about the market,
which was won by Lauren Parrott and Ellie
Mulligan. There were many opportunities to
sample German cuisine and purchase traditional
items such as Lebkuchen,
special wooden toys and
Christmas decorations.
The atmosphere was very
authentic and felt like we were
in little Germany, in the middle
of a wet and rainy Leeds!

Above: Emily Howard and
Ayana Al-Harthy enjoy the bright
lights.
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Pupils thoroughly enjoyed the
experience and agreed it was
a good opportunity to hear
authentic German, use their
language and experience a bit
of German culture.
Miss Hill
Below: Language teachers Mrs Hinchliff
and Miss Hill share potato pancakes.
Below: Alexander
Pickett and Sam
Blakeley start their
Christmas shopping.
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Bullying Awareness Presentation

Above and left:
Pupils watch the
story unfold.
Below: The hard
hitting
performance
shows on the faces
of the audience.

To promote anti bullying week in November, the
Take Away Theatre Company visited the school
to perform their anti-bullying production ‘Hope.’
The company combines music and drama to tell
the story of 3 young people who are all affected
by bullying in some way. The gripping
performance was played out to Year 7 and 8
pupils, who then participated in a workshop
which encouraged discussion and influenced the
outcome of the play. The performance
particularly highlighted issues of bullying via
social media and promoted the safe and sensible
use of modern technology. It also discussed
strategies to combat bullying and to empower
young people.
Pupils were riveted throughout the performance
and found the play empowering.

Prize Giving Ceremony 2014

On November 14th, staff, parents and ex pupils
enjoyed an evening of celebration when they
attended the prize giving ceremony for 2014 Year
11 school leavers.
The event took place at Grimsby Town Hall and
was hosted by Principal, Mr Knapton, who paid
tribute to Mrs Addison’s leadership of these
young people. Guest speaker, Mr Mark Wade,
Training and Development leader of Phillips 66,
delivered a reflective and motivational speech.
Pupils achieved over 80% GCSE A* to C grades,
with pupil Emily Howes achieving an outstanding
12 A* grades.
Above:
Presentation
cup winners.
Right:
Mr Knapton
and Mr Wade
proudly
congratulate
Emily Howes
on her
outstanding
GCSE results.
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Year 8 Grandparents Day
Grandparents wanted more when they were
entertained at Healing School.
Hit musical Oliver! was performed by pupils
during an afternoon which gave the school’s
visitors an insight into their grandchildren’s
education.
The production involved a range of year groups,
some of whom were being assessed for BTEC
exams.

The Year 8 grandparents were invited into the
final dress rehearsal to enjoy the show with their
grandchildren. They were served tea and cakes
and encouraged to join in the singing!
Principal Mr Knapton said it was an opportunity
to say thank you.
“We recognise the important role that
grandparents play in their grandchildren’s
education and this was a chance to show our
appreciation,” said Mr Knapton.
“In hectic daily routines, they complement
parents, supporting the children in many ways.
“We hope they enjoyed their afternoon with us.”

Right and Below: Year 8 pupils create
a full house with their grand parents,
while awaiting the dress rehearsal of
the school performance of Oliver.

Operation Christmas Child 2014

Healing School Remembers
To mark the centenary of the first world war and
to remember all those who have fought and died
in subsequent conflicts during the last 100
years, Healing School presented a wreath of
poppies at the cenotaph in the village.

Once again this year, Healing school has
generously supported the Samaritan’s purse
operation Christmas child shoebox appeal.
101 shoeboxes were filled and sent to
disadvantaged children around the world, who
would not otherwise receive a Christmas gift.
This is a massive achievement during this time
of economic depression. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank all parents and pupils who
took part in the appeal by donating a gift or a
filled shoebox. Merry Christmas to you all Mrs Ranyard.

Above: Mr Knapton passes the wreath of remembrance to
Year 11 pupils Alexia Koliandris, Georgia Peers and Maisy
Carroll.

Page 7

Fundraising Events For Children in Need 2014
This year, the nationwide Children In Need
appeal took place on Friday 14th November. A
number of activities took place around the school
to help raise money and support this worthy
appeal.
Most pupils readily paid £1 each to take part in
the schools popular non uniform day and English
teacher Mr Vincent surprised pupils when he took
to the stage during morning assembly to take
part in a sponsored sing. Year 11 pupils were
sponsored and challenged to see who could eat
the most cream crackers or marshmallows within
a minute. The P.E. department organised several
fundraising events around school and the school
council organised a very popular cake sale.
Despite the dreadful weather, pupils queued up
excitedly to sample many of the cakes and
biscuits available and £111 was raised at
morning break in just 15 minutes!
In total, over £1,500 was raised during the
course of the day, which was an outstanding
result. The school would like to thank all parents
and pupils who baked or supplied goodies, or
sponsored any of the events.
Well Done ‘Team Healing!’
Mr Vincent

Thank you for
your support!

Below: Year 11 pupils raise
funds with a cream cracker and
marshmallow eating contest.

Above and below: The cake stall proved immensely
popular. Pupils raised £111 during morning break.
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Parental Support
For Attendance And Uniform
Please could I ask that that when appointments
are made for pupils to have dentist, GP or any
other medical appointment, that preferably these
are made outside school hours. I understand
however, that this is sometimes impossible and
therefore could you ensure that children attend
school first before the appointment, or after an
appointment come straight back into school. A
considerable amount of teaching time is lost
when these appointments take place during the
school day. I would really appreciate your
support in this matter to ensure that all of our
pupils are engaged in learning and making
expected progress.
My other reminder is that all pupils are in the
correct school uniform at the beginning of the
new term in January. A number of pupils have
been coming to school in canvas shoes or
trainers as their proper school shoes have worn
out. Whilst we do have sympathy in the last few
days of term, for some pupils this is beginning to
become a major problem. Please ensure that
your child has black plain shoes, not canvas or
boots and that they adhere to our uniform
policy.
Many thanks for your
continuing support.
Mrs E Croft
Vice Principal

Swimming Gala Triumph
Fantastic individual and team performances saw
Healing School crowned district swimming
champions. The competition took place at
Grimsby Swimming Pool and saw Healing
compete against 6 schools in the local area. The
team lifted the Challenge Shield, presented to
the overall winners. They also came top for
years 7 and 8 girls, year 7 boys and girls
overall. Principal Mr Knapton congratulated the
team. “We are very proud winners of the
district Challenge Shield,” he said. “I’m
delighted for all those involved and our PE team
who gave our pupils encouragement and
support. There was a terrific team spirit with
everybody getting behind each other.”
Head of PE Miss Sass was thrilled with the
result. “There were some fantastic individual
and team performances and I’m so pleased that
our pupils’ considerable efforts paid off,” she
said. “There was a tremendous atmosphere
poolside and it was wonderful to see the pupils’
faces when it was announced we had won the
event. They deserved their success.”
Standout performances included the entire year
7 teams, both boys and girls, the year 8 girls
team, Danielle Bennett for Fly, the dream
quartet for year 10/11 girls of Amber Harris,
Betsy Wood, Jess Skelton and Phoebe Goodale.
Zach Clarke and Will Dixon for year 9 boys and
Nathan Stephenson Roberts for his diving!
Right: L-R Mr Close,
Miss Sass, Nathan
Stephenson-Roberts,
Mr Knapton, Jessica
Skelton and Mrs Stead.

Below: We are the
champions! Mrs Stead and
Mr Close celebrate with
the spectators.
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Football Champions Raise Funds
For Children In Need
Sixteen Year 8 boys took part in a Champions
League style football competition over a two
week period, all in aid of Children in Need. Some
excellent football was on display as the boys
showed off their skills to raise money for charity.
Group A of the competition saw Jack Hancock
comfortably qualify in first place, with William
Gale squeezing through in second to join him.
Group B was won by Ben Tuplin who was joined
in the next round by Alex Taylor. Group C
proved to be very close, with Archie Webb and
Ashley Whaites claiming the qualifying places in
the final round. Owen Playford comfortably
finished top of Group D with a 100% record,
with James Raynor qualifying alongside him.
The quarter-finals proved very interesting and
dramatic as all four of the group winners ended
up on the losing side. This meant the semifinalists were Ashley Whaites, James Raynor,
Alex Taylor and William Gale.
Ashley gained a place in the final with a highly
entertaining 4-3 victory over Alex, with James
securing a 3-1 win against William.
The final was played in front of a packed hall as
students donated to Children in Need to watch
the finale. An excellent game of football saw
James claim a 5-2 victory to secure the title and
the Children in Need Champions League trophy.
All those who took part in the competition then
enjoyed personalised Children in Need biscuits.
Congratulations to James and a big thanks to all
the boys who took part. Additionally, a huge
thanks to the PE department for kindly
supporting this event.
Mr Vincent
James Raynor receives his
champions league trophy
from Mr Vincent.

Outdoor Netball
The netball season
started with the U16
(year 10 and 11)
district outdoor
tournament where
Healing teams beat all
other teams in the area
to create a Healing v
Healing final.
After a fantastic match
the year 10 team were
crowned district
champions and year
11’s as runners up.
In the U14 tournament,
Healing were runners
up which meant that
both the Healing U16
and U14 teams went on
to represent the district
in the county netball
finals in Grantham.

Above: The under 16
netball team.
Below: The under 14’s
team.

They all performed
incredibly well and were
a credit to the school
and the district. Well
done to all involved.

Sport Ambassadors
Four year 9 pupils have taken on the role of
young ambassadors for sport in order to develop
sport in Healing School and the local area.
Pictured below, Brooke Gowshall, Lucy Donner,
Harry Makenzie and Ryan Young all attended a
training day at Hull University where guest
speaker, Daniel Caines inspired pupils to take an
active role in promoting sport to other
youngsters. The pupils will now work closely
with the PE department to run more inter-school
competitions and get more pupils involved in
sport.
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Indoor Netball
Netball teams in
all years have had
fantastic success
in the indoor
netball
competitions that
took place this
term. Each year
group had a
tournament where
all secondary
schools played for the title of Grimsby and
district indoor netball champions. The year 7, 8
and 10 teams played with determination and a
drive to succeed and were crowned district
champions.
Above: Year 7 district netball champions.
Below: The Year 8 team.

Sporting Round-up

KS3 Boys Badminton
Healing's A team are now the Grimsby area
badminton champions after going the whole
tournament unbeaten. After successfully getting
through their group, they beat Havelock 5-0 in
the final. The team of Adam Parker, Jacob
Robert, Josh McLeod & Ben Smith will now
compete over in Hull at the regional finals.

KS3 Indoor Sports Hall
Athletics
The year 7 & 8 boys and girls teams are now the
Grimsby area sports hall athletics champions.
The whole team were superb but the year 7
boy's were exceptional in the track events,
winning all of them bar one. The teams will now
represent Healing and the Grimsby area in the
regional finals over in Hull.

Football
The year 11 footballers dream of ESFA glory
came to an end at Wolfreton School in round 5.
The boys were a credit to the school
throughout their campaign and represented the
school brilliantly. The year 7 boys are still in
the competition and play St Mary's in round 5.
Mr Phillips has been working hard in training
with the boys so hopefully the boys can carry
on their great form.

Below: The Year 10 netball team.

They will now go
on to represent the
area at the
Humber Finals in
Hull next year.
The year 9 and 11
teams also played
incredibly well and
came second place
in their
competitions.

Healing School
Bad Weather Procedure
We would like to remind parents that in
the event of the possibility of the school
closing due to adverse weather
conditions, parents may keep
abreast of the situation by listening
to either Lincs FM, Compass Radio or
Radio Humberside. The school website:
www.healingssc.co.uk will also be
updated by 7am to keep parents informed.

