Message from the Principal
Dear Parent/Guardian
I hope you enjoy reading this festive edition of Hotline. I am
pleased to report that this term has not only been characterised
by learning and hard work but also by fun and laughter. There is
no better example of this than the school’s recent production of
“Scrooge.” Not only was this an outstanding production but it also
showcased the array of talented pupils that we have in our
school. When I attended the performance, I was awestruck by
the polished performances of all of the actors and amused to
note the number of parents in the audience who could recite
their child’s lines perfectly under their breath, as they “willed
their child on” to a perfect performance from the audience!!!
It is not only the production of Scrooge which has got us all in the
festive mood this week - on Wednesday 18 December, we all
enjoyed a superb Christmas lunch cooked for us by Sarah
Hartshorne, Chartwell’s catering manager and her team of very
hard working ladies (Please have a read of the previous edition of
Hotline which promoted the school’s meal service, if you haven’t
managed to read it already) and the term concluded with tutors
hosting small parties for their tutees.
Enjoy Christmas and I look forward to working with you, in the
New year, to ensure the continued success of our school.
Mrs A Addison
Principal

Pictured above: The Chorus and other cast members perform
during the spectacular production of “A Christmas Carol”

Healing news...
Dear Parent/ Guardian
Re; New Principal with effect from 01/09/14
All parents are aware from my previous communication that our
inspirational Principal, Mrs Ann Addison will be retiring, in December
2014. At the time, I commented that the Governors were grateful to
Mrs Addison for giving us a year’s notice to recruit the” very best
candidate for the very best school.”
I am delighted to inform you, therefore, that after a rigorous selection
process, the Governing Body have appointed a new Principal from
01/09/14.
The new Principal is Mr Mark Knapton. Mr Knapton has been a member
of the Senior Management Team, at Healing School, for six years and
many of you will have met him personally either in his role as your
child’s maths teacher or in his role as the Pastoral Head of Key Stage 4.
The Governors were unanimous in their selection of Mr Knapton and
believe that the fact that Mr Knapton will be able to work closely with
Mrs Addison during the next year , will secure a smooth handover and
set the school on the road to even further success.
I am sure you will join with the Governors in sending sincere
congratulations to Mr Knapton.
On behalf of our Governors, may I thank you for your on-going support
for the school and wish you and all your family, a very happy Christmas.
Mr A Beach,
Chair of Governors

Pictured above: Scrooge (Grace Halton) is haunted by the Ghost of
Christmas Past (Ebony Codling)

Scrooge
I would just like to thank everyone who has supported the production this week.
The cast professionally performed in front of large audiences over the past two evenings with great success. Their attitude, behaviour
and commitment both on stage and back stage was exemplary - a true reflection of the Team Healing spirit.
The 60+ cast members are a true credit to the school and have made me proud to have worked with them.
Mr Hirst

Bah, humbug? Not at Healing
Grandparents were recently given a special
Christmas present to thank them for supporting
young people through education. Around 155
grandparents and 70 children watched ‘A
Christmas Carol’, accompanied by tea, coffee,
mince pies and, of course, humbugs! The
invitation followed a successful day in July when
grandparents enjoyed musical items and
attended lessons with their grandchildren.
Mrs Addison said: “Following that event many
pupils and grandparents said they would love to
do it again and it is a pleasure to do so at this
special time of the year.
“As a school, we know what active roles
grandparents play in children’s education and
value their impact. This is our thank you.”

Pictured above: The school choir, conducted by Mrs Baxter, entertains the audience.

Having enjoyed festive fare, Grandparents and their grandchildren sat back to watch Charles
Dickens’ tale of Ebenezer Scrooge’s transformation from embittered skinflint to generous
benefactor which was professionally performed by a cast of 60+ pupils.
The lead role is played by Grace Halton – not a traditional gender casting for old Scrooge, yet
her performance as the old miser is convincing and full of vigour. The supporting roles, with
their suitable Victorian attire, are also successful in bringing Dickens’ text to the stage. The
use of five cast members as the voice of Dickens himself coveys a real insight into the
characters as well as the setting – which, I must say, has been painted to an excellent
standard and with surprising level of realistic detail.
The main cast – who were being assessed on their performance as part of their BTEC
Performing Arts – Acting course – were supported by the school’s Year 7 Drama Club and the
School Choir; both grandparents and pupils alike were asked to join in during the Christmas
carols which created a true festive flair.

Pictured above: Scrooge - played by
Grace Halton

Dennis and Lesley Leicester, who travelled all the way from Cheshire to share the event with
grandson Lewis Jones (age 13), said “the show was really enjoyable but also educational and
amazingly professional.”

Coming Soon—Diary Date
Directed by Mr Hudson, “Animal Farm” is currently in
rehearsal and will be performed on the 5th & 6th March
2014. The play, based on the well loved novel by George
Orwell, involves pupils from Year 11 and Year 8. details to
follow in the New Year...

Pictured above: Masked performers during a production of ‘Rapunzel’

Enrichment Activities
Debating Society
Year 10 pupils have had the fantastic opportunity of working
with Marcus Smith-Connor and students from Franklin
College Debating Society. Over the six week period, pupils
will battle with, and alongside each other, in order to
prepare for the final competitive debate at Franklin College.
Our pupils will keenly research a selected topic in groups of
three or four and join forces with our Franklin colleagues to
prepare for the 2014 debate. The debate will take place in
front of students and a panel of judges in the New Year in
one of the main studios within Franklin College. This is a
great opportunity for our pupils to raise their confidence in
public speaking; an important attribute in speaking and
listening assessments and also in the wider world.
Miss Good

Pictured above: Miss Good & Marcus Smith-Connor with pupils from
Healing School & Franklin 6th Form College during a debating activity.

Musical Accolade for Healing
MAPAS have brought in a new scholarship award this
year and three Healing pupils have received this exciting
accolade. Each pupil had to apply, have an interview and
an audition and as a result will be awarded the
following:
 a free 20 minute individual lesson each week in
term time.
 free use of an instrument where applicable.
 free membership for one year to any ensemble/
group that is a North East Lincolnshire Music Education
Hub delivery partner and one examination fee paid.

Above: Scholarship pupils pictured from left to right: Callum Barton, Daisy
Cheeseman and Sam Eklund with Assistant Principal Mr Burrows.
Mr McCrae’s Year 9 PWL Real Business Challenge
This term Year 9 students have entered The Real Business Challenge,
an annual enterprise competition sponsored by Coca Cola. It offers
work-related learning and an opportunity for all the students to
develop enterprise skills such as problem solving, creative thinking,
financial planning, communication and teamwork skills that will give
students a competitive edge in the job market. The first stage of the
competition involved my Year 9 PWL group completing a challenge in
lesson time. Students worked in groups to develop and market a new
drink product that Coca-Cola should invest in. Five teams presented
their ideas to myself and Mr Midgley, the Work Experience and Careers
Co-ordinator. ‘Heaga Rush’, which came second, is an uplifting fruit
drink displayed in a can that combines mango and passion fruit, with
good design and good presentation. However, ‘Foameez,’ a foambased drink, was the clear winner, with a link to fair trade, an excellent
market research element and a clear brand identity. This presentation
will now be sent to Coca-Cola to be judged alongside entries from 64
other schools from the East Midlands region. The top ten entries will
then compete in the regional finals next year. All students who
competed in this competition received a certificate for their efforts.

The winning group ‘Foameez’ is pictured above with
certificates and powerpoint. From left to right: Tom Carroll,
Evie Young, Libby Wood, Alisha Brocklebank, Emily FarrantHarris, Harriet Lloyd and Robyn Jackaman. Well done to all!
Mr McCrae

Football Finale for Children in Need
Over two weeks of intense competition
culminated in a fantastic finale as a group
of boys in Year 8 helped raise money for
Children in Need.
The tournament involved one-on-one
matches, with group stages followed by
knockout rounds, to crown the Year 8
Charity Football Champion, raising money
along the way.
A tight and dramatic Group A was won by
defending champion George Powles, with
Harry Mackenzie joining him in the next
round. Group B saw Khia Cummings and
Owen Ware come through to qualify win
two wins each. Group C was dominated by
Ryan Grant who won all three of his

Pictured above: Children in Need Football Finale Team with Mr Vincent

matches. Joining Ryan in qualifying for the next stage was Tom Armitage. Group D, regarded as arguably the toughest group, was won
by the impressive Callum Dufton, with Ryan Gibbs progressing alongside him.
The quarter-finals produced four high quality games. Harry Mackenzie came from behind to snatch victory in extra time against Khia
Cummings, while Ryan Gibbs secured victory against Ryan Grant in a game neither deserved to lose. Tom Armitage edged out Callum
Dufton on penalties in a dramatic game which either player could have won. The last quarter-final saw a repeat of last year’s final, only
this time with a different result, Owen Ware gaining victory against George Powles.
The final day of the tournament began with Ryan Gibbs earning a place in the final with victory over Harry Mackenzie in a tight and
tactical battle. Harry did extremely well in the competition, making the semi-finals having only recently arrived at Healing School.
Owen Ware earned his place in the final with an impressive victory over Tom Armitage.
The final saw last year’s runner-up Owen Ware up against Ryan Gibbs. Owen made sure he was to go one better than last time, with
two early goals helping him to secure victory despite a late rally from Ryan. Congratulations to Owen on becoming Year 8 Charity
Football Champion 2013. The tournament ended with Mr Vincent’s homemade Pudsey Bear biscuits for all players involved in the
event!
Many thanks to Miss Sass and the PE department for supporting the event, to Mr Borrill-Townsend for taking the photographs, and to
all sixteen of the boys who entered the tournament, a credit to themselves, Year 8 and Healing School.
The competitors were – Jordan Robbins, George Powles, Harry Mackenzie, George Bell, Tom Elliott, Alex Fox, Khia Cummings, Owen
Ware, Ryan Grant, Oliver Oldham, Tom Armitage, Joe Patterson, George Maultby-Glen, Jamie Sharman, Callum Dufton and Ryan Gibbs.

Pictured above: Tempting treats on display during the “Children
in Need” cake sale

Pictured above: Pupils help to raise money for “Children in Need”
during a non uniform day

KS4 mentors lend a hand...

Healing Helpers
Healing Helpers was set up in school this year to help look out for
our fellow students of Healing School. We are situated in the
meeting room and are always alert and ready to listen to pupils’
problems. We are there every lunchtime (12:10-13:00), ready to
help with any problems others pupils might have. If pupils are not
confident talking to teachers, we are the people pupils need to
see. Any issues we can’t deal with we pass on to Miss Plant and
the KS4 Pastoral Team; all information is kept confidential. This
way we can keep pupils safe and secure.
The issues we deal with include:

Pictured above: Healing Helpers on duty with organiser Miss Plant

Falling out with friends,
Home and school problems,
Help with revision etc.
By Rhianne Muir, Chloe Musson, Lauren Wheatley and Georgia
Taylor-Vine.

Pictured above: Mr Hirst with members of the School Council & Jennifer Mawer sending off
the shoe boxes on their journey worldwide.

Remembrance Day Gesture
Pictured above: Georgia Peers & Mr Knapton with
the wreath presented on remembrance day.
Alexia Koliandris , Maisie Carroll & Georgia Peers
gave up their time to lay the wreath at the Healing
Cenotaph on Remembrance Sunday.
We would like to thank the pupils for representing
the school on this significant occasion.
Mrs Smith

Pupils at Healing School donated the shoe boxes in order to give deprived children a better
experience of Christmas.

Parking Issues - Polite Notice
Please be reminded that Pinneys Court, Healing is a private road and it is
not a turning area for parents. There have also been a number of
complaints from residents about litter in this area. Please be considerate
of the local community at all times when dropping off or picking up
children from school.
Mrs Smith

A reminder to all parents regarding Leave of Absence
The Government have issued instructions to all schools, announcing that with effect from the 1 st September 2013, Head
Teachers/Principals will no longer have the discretion to grant 10 days authorised Leave for Absence for pupils to take family
holidays. We have always tried to accommodate requests from parents if their annual leave had to be taken during term time
due to scheduled shift patterns or holiday entitlement. However, the H code (authorised holiday) is being discontinued. Leave of
absence may only be granted in ‘exceptional circumstances’; this will not include annual family holidays. However, should you
intend to take your child out of school, a Leave of Absence form will still need to be completed.
Mrs Croft

Sporting Achievements
Table Tennis
In the under 16's tournament out of 7 schools we had the following places:
1st - Healing A - Ted Steer, Tom Steer, Reece York, Jacob Lowe
2nd - Healing B - Jon Legard, Adam Heywood, Joe Winship, Shaun Smith
3rd - Healing C - Reece Moody, Callum Lovett, Matthew Thompson, Alex Pearce
In the under 13's boys tournament out of 8 schools we had the following places:
2nd - Healing A - Tom Armitage, Jack Simons, Aaran Hall, Ryan Grant
3rd - Healing B - George Bell, George Powles, Joe Patterson, Jordan Moffat
4th - Healing C - Alex Taylor, Ben Smith, Archie Webb, Freddie Needham.
and last but not least the under 13's girls had the following position:
1st - Healing Girls - Abi Pearce, Abi Bloomfield, Steph Skelton, Emily Hurst, Phoebe Cole, Stacey Gerasimona.
Mr Blockley.

Swimming

Football

On Friday the 6th December, Healing school took part in the
Grimsby and District Swimming Gala for the second time. All
pupils involved in the event did a brilliant job and they all
swam excellently. The year 7 Girls team were crowned district
champions and in every event Healing were in the top 3. They
came a fantastic second place overall, second to Tollbar.

The Girls U16 football team had an exceptional run in the
English Schools’ Football Association tournament. The girls
beat teams from Redcar, Hull, and Gainsborough to get
through to the last 32 teams in the country.

However, we have seen huge improvements this year - we
came second to Tollbar last year but were 120 points behind;
this year the gap was closed to only 38 points! We hope
everyone keeps up the training and we can close the gap
completely next year!!
Miss Sass.

Unfortunately their winning streak was cut short by a team
from Leeds, who beat Healing in the 5th round. Healing
definitely demonstrated the better skills on the pitch but Leeds
were fortunate in scoring two very lucky goals and walked
away champions. Well done to all involved, a great
performance of football skills has been shown this term.

Netball
It has been a fantastic term of success for Healing School's Netball teams. This term the Grimsby and District Indoor Netball
tournaments have taken place and we have seen some fantastic skills and determination from our players. The year 7 team gave
an outstanding performance where they completely dominated the tournament. There were 9 teams at the competition and the A
team won all their matches, scoring 37 goals and conceding none. The B team also represented the school brilliantly gaining an
amazing 3rd place. The year 11's also won their tournament with ease crowning them Grimsby and District champions every year
throughout their time at Healing, an amazing achievement. The year 10 team came an incredibly close second, drawing points with
Humberston but losing out on first place through a count back of goals. The year 8 and 9 teams both came third, meaning Healing
are in the top three of all schools in the District for every year group in Netball. Pictured below the Year 11 girls’ netball team.

Y7 and Y8 Boys’ Hockey.
Again Healing entered more teams than any other
school. This time it was 3 teams: 2 Y7 and 1 Y8 team.
The boys performed excellently throughout the 3 week
tournament, which was run in a league format with the
top two teams in the league at the end qualifying to
represent North East Lincolnshire in Humber games.
The Year 7 ‘C’ team came 2nd and played some
excellent hockey. This was even more impressive as
this is the first time they have played hockey and were
playing Y8 teams!
The experience of the Humber Games will be excellent
for these boys and sets us up nicely for next year.

Watch this space for the PE Special Edition Hotline in the New Year.

