April 2014

Dear Parent/Guardian,
As the spring term draws to a close, our main priority currently is supporting our Year 11 pupils,
whose GCSE exams commence on the 9th of May. There are a number of extra revision sessions
planned during the Easter break and on Saturdays (a timetable for these has been posted to all
Year 11 parents and features on our website.) May I ask all parents to ensure your son/daughter
gains maximum benefit from this additional help.
Enjoy reading this edition of Hotline and a very happy Easter to you all.
Mrs A. Addison.

Support your Child’s Learning
in English
Healing School hosted the “Support Your Child’s
Learning in English” event evening aimed at
Year 5 pupils and their parents on Tuesday 1st
April.
The main focus of the special literary event was
to promote fun ways of learning and the
enjoyment of lessons.
Various activities gave children an idea of what
to expect when they move up to the Academy.
This included drama, descriptive writing and
proof reading.
Mrs Addison said parents and pupils really
enjoyed the event.
“Outstanding learning at Healing School comes
about because of the part parents play in their
children’s education, supporting and
encouraging progress,” said Mrs Addison.
Right: William Gale assists his brother in Year 5.
Below: Alyssia Haxby, Jessica Garside, Priya Grewal, Holly
Barker and Lauren Boothby were ready to assist learners.

“The partnership between the school and the
parents is crucial and the literacy evening aims to
promote that.
“It also gives parents a wider understanding of
what their child will learn in English at Healing
and why.’’
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Pupils Perform The Classic Tale ‘Animal Farm’

Healing school Performing Arts pupils delivered
a spellbinding performance of the George
Orwell classic tale, Animal Farm.
The tale tells how the animals of Manor Farm
overthrow the farmer and take over the
running of the farm themselves. Things go
well until the pigs begin to take charge and
eventually turn into the very beings they
despise.
The performance included pupils studying
drama from years 11, 8 and 7. Year 11 pupils
were also being assessed for their BTEC drama
exam.
Lewis Herring portrayed lead pig Napoleon with
sinister menace and the rest of the cast worked
together to bring the dystopian story to life.
Josh Bray played a convincing
Mr Whymper

Above Top: Cast members make their voices heard.
Above: Chloe Mansfield (Squealer,) Harvey Allenby
(Snowball) and Lewis Herring (Napoleon.)

Girls from Years 7 and 8, play the ‘hens’
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Poet John Hegley Visits Healing
For The Third Time!
John Hegley, the performance poet, visited
Healing School to work with Year 8 for the third
year running! John performed some of his
poems to, and with the participation of, the
whole year group before working with pupils in
two poetry workshops. Pupils were enthused by
John's passion for language and rhyme. The
poet, a keen Luton Town supporter, watched his
team defeat Grimsby the night before: far from
'rubbing it in', he took the trouble to speak to all
the pupils who attended the match and get a
photograph with them. Kate Bentham came up
with John's favourite line of the day from the
workshops, the moving 'I can't remember me.'

Above and Left: Year 8 pupils enjoy a chuckle during the
poetry workshops hosted by published poet, John Hegley.
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Online Safety
For Healing Pupils
One of the central aims of Healing School is to
promote the safety of our pupils both inside
and outside school, this includes the safe use of
the internet and the many facilities available
using it. The online safety of pupils is the
subject of annual assemblies, coinciding with
Safer Internet Day and tutor group activities.
Online safety is also included in both I.C.T. and
P.W.L. curriculums in detail.
Parents are encouraged to promote online
safety with their children, but the question is
“how can this be done?”

Year 10 Geography Field Trip
To The City Of Lincoln
Year 10 students have been to Lincoln to
complete their data collection for their
Geography controlled assessment. Students
worked in pairs and threes and completed a
series of tasks, including: Building surveys, a
questionnaire, environment survey and
pedestrian counts. It was a successful and a
well planned day and the students were a credit
to Healing School.
Below: Pupils conduct their surveys in Lincoln city centre.

Only a few years ago the standard advice to
parents regarding online safety was to ensure
that the location of the family computer
allowed internet use to be monitored. Today,
pupils access the online world using many
different devices such as mobile phones,
tablets, games consoles which are therefore
much harder to monitor.
Filtering facilities are available from all
providers of broadband and mobile phone
services to prevent access to inappropriate
content. It is strongly recommended that
parents ensure that these are enabled.
Social networking is a very popular tool used
by many pupils. However, irresponsible use
may lead to severe problems which can
become apparent in the school and lead to
disruption. Often social networking is used as
a platform for bullying other users, especially
when a user disguises their true identity by
creating a false profile. Pupils are encouraged
to only add friends who they personally know
and when they are able to check friend
requests are genuine. A simple rule of thumb
is that users should only post comments on
social networking that they would say to the
other user personally.
All providers of online services are happy to
receive reports of misuse. The two links below
are excellent resources that provide many
resources and much information about
keeping your child safe whilst online:

www.childnet.com

www.thinkuknow.co.uk

Above: Lincoln cathedral quarter.
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The ‘Final Countdown’
Year 11 Prom Fundraising Event
The ‘Final Countdown’ was organised by the Year
11 prom committee to raise money to support
the schools annual prom event.
The evening was an opportunity for pupils across
all year groups, to work together to showcase
their musical talents. All the pupils worked hard
practising for the fundraising event which took
place on Wednesday 26th March. An audience of
150 pupils and staff raised the roof singing and
clapping and the buzz was electrifying.
Many thanks to the prom committee for their
organisation and execution of duties on the
night. In addition, grateful appreciation is given
to all the performers, staff and pupils who helped
make the show a success. £325 was raised in
total, which will go a long way to ensuring this
year’s prom night will be an enjoyable one to
remember. Thank you!
Mrs Ranyard
Below:
The Healing
school
cheerleading
team.

Above Top: Joe Kershaw, Ben Ayres and Nathan Lambie
get ready to rock.
Above: The sound system’s technical team.

Above:
Duo: Kaysha Nada and Rachel Nixon.

Above: Mr Hirst, the compere for
the evening and Miss Compton,
who helped manage the
performances.
Left: Performers across all year
groups took part in the prom
fundraising event.
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Mobile Phone Use
in School

Please Ensure Your Child
is Equipped
It is the school expectation that ALL pupils
attend school with the correct equipment
needed to access their learning. At the very
least, this must include pens, pencils, a 30cm
ruler and a rubber. A scientific calculator is also
essential for maths, science and ICT.
On occasion, pupils attend school without the
necessary tools, which means they are poorly
prepared for the day ahead.
Year 11 pupils will shortly begin their exams. It
is especially important that they are fully
equipped. Please ensure your child has the
necessary stationery items to use in lessons.
Pupils may also purchase stationery very
cheaply from the library shop in the learning
resource centre at breaks and over the lunch
period.
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Parents are reminded about the
rules regarding pupils bringing
mobile phones into school. Mobile phones
should NOT be brought into school by pupils,
unless it is essential to do so. Phones must be
lodged in the morning with the office staff, in
the new hall annexe. If pupils arrive late, they
must go directly to the pupil office to sign in
and hand their phone in. If pupils are found in
possession of a mobile phone in school, it will
be confiscated until a parent comes to collect
the phone. Failure to comply with these
instructions or breaching school rules by using a
mobile phone to take pictures or recordings will
result in serious punishment. Please note - if a
pupil loses a mobile phone at school, this loss is
not covered by the school’s insurance.

Road Safety Awareness
It has come to our attention, as we have had a
number of incidents reported to the Senior
Leadership Team, that some Healing School
pupils travelling to and from school are
behaving in in a dangerous manner. This
ranges from pushing each other into the road
in front of cars, to rushing out in front of traffic
to cross the road. Pupils on bicycles and those
walking are not making allowances for other
uses of the cycle pathway or are making
dangerous manoeuvres, whilst on their bike.
Not only is this behaviour dangerous to the
pupils involved, it also endangers car drivers
who have to make an avoidance manoeuvre.
Therefore, please ask children to be sensible
when travelling and to be respectful and
courteous to other road and cycle path users.

Forthcoming Events...
29th April
Year 7 Parents' Evening
5th May
Bank Holiday
21st May
Support Your Child's Learning in Science
(Year 5 Evening)
9th May
GCSE Exams begin

