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GCSE Examinations 2021
Welcome to Year 11! This booklet has been designed to support you and your parents in your
preparations for GCSE examinations in 2021. In this booklet you will find information on each
examination, along with valuable revision techniques suggested by specialist teachers in that
area. Please use this during your regular revision and utilise the support on offer, both in and
out of school.
What changes have been made for 2021?
This year, exam boards have made changes to courses to account for the reduced time in
school you experienced during a period of school closure. The latest information, announced
in September, confirmed that exams will go ahead in 2022 and feature amendments to the
course specification to make examinations as accessible as possible . The main exam series
will start on the 11th May 2022 and end on the 23rd June 2022. Please be advised that this
information was correct at the time of going to press but may be subject to future
updates.
Remember: Not only are the mock exams used by your teachers to plan the next steps in your
learning, but there is the posibility that they may become even more important when being
awarded your final GCSE grade .
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Revision Techniques
Top Tips for Revision


Avoid simply re-reading your notes. Try re-writing them in a different format such as mind
maps or labelled diagrams.



Find past papers (get them on the internet or from your teacher) and practise your answer
to a single question under timed conditions, or write the plan for a longer written answer.
Use mnemonics to help you remember a sequence or key events e.g. BIDMAS in Maths
to help remember the order of operations (Brackets, Indices, Division, Multiplication,
Addition and Subtraction), or PETAL in English to remember sequence for language
analysis (Point, Evidence, Technique, Analysis, Link to question).
Create a ‘memory palace’, a route through an imaginary building where memorable items
appear that link to the key facts you are trying to remember. There are a number of helpful
clips about this on YouTube, although they often link to further products/websites. One to
watch
for
an
overview
of
a
mind
palace
can
be
found
at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3vlpQHJ09do.
Use revision videos to break up the monotony of pen and paper revision. Your teachers
will be able to direct you to subject specific websites.
Create split lists or Venn diagrams to revise key arguments or differences, where you list
the main point for one side in the first list and the opposite view in the second list.
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Create summaries. At the end of each section of revision, see if you can cover the main
concepts and key points on no more than one page of A4 paper.
Create flow charts or tree diagrams to show cause and effect. For example, a flow chart
to describe photosynthesis.
Try creating a simple diagram to explain a complicated process.
Use a kitchen timer – 20 minutes of revision work, then 5 minutes of doing whatever you
please until your scheduled revision session is over.
Create a revision timetable. This must include time for breaks, food and relaxation –
cramming huge amounts of material without breaks will not be effective and will cause
stress levels to rise. According to Ed Cooke, a British “memory champion”: ‘The best thing
to do is break up your studying of a subject – read it for 10 minutes, test yourself an hour
later, then again on day 2, then again day 7 and day 14.’ (The Telegraph, 26th January
2013).
Flash cards – cut card into credit card size pieces. On the front of a card write a key term,
e.g. photosynthesis, and on the reverse write the main points about the term that you have
to know. Creating a pack of such cards will allow someone to test you, or you to test
yourself when you have 5 minutes.
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Metacognition
Metacognition and Growth Mindset
Metacognition is about you identifying your current
thought process and selecting helpful strategies to tackle
challenges more effectively.
It is often divided into three parts:
 Before an activity – planning;
 During – monitoring and checking the work;
 and after a task – reflecting and evaluating.
As a school, we are developing resources and tasks to
help you develop your metacognitive skills so you can
improve your memory retention and make progress in
your subjects.
Pupils that have a growth mindset are aware that
intelligence is not fixed and that through time, hard work
and effort, everyone can be successful at any level in
education.
Pupils with a fixed mindset think that intelligence is fixed
and when they struggle with a subject or topic, they think
they are ‘no good’ at it and never will be.
Working together, we need to try to develop a growth
mindset. Having a growth mindset means that you can
accept feedback well and realise that improvements can
be made to all work; rather than thinking ‘I can’t do this’,
you should think ‘I can’t do this yet, and these are the
strategies I can put in place to help’.
To the right are some tips and advice from the company
Inner Drive; the diagram below can be found in your
journal:
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Grading
GCSE and BTEC
Grade Number
9
A*

L2D*
8
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7

L2D

6
B

L2M
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C

4

L2P

D

3

L1D

E

2

L1M

1

L1P

F
G
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Art and Design
Course Title
GCSE Art and Design

How am I assessed?


Number of exams: 0 (for this year only the final 10 hourr exam has been removed)



% breakdown: 100% coursework from Year 10 and 11.



Controlled assessments: ongoing assessment of classwork throughout Years 10 and 11
makes up the 100% coursework element mentioned above. It is split into 4 assessment
objectives, each worth 25% of the marks:
-

AO1 – Investigating Artists

-

AO2 – Experimenting and Exploring Ideas

-

AO3 – Drawing and Observations

-

AO4 – Personal Response – Final Piece

What support is available?


At home:
- Very useful PowerPoints on your school drive with instructions for each
assessment objective.
- Literacy support sheets in Year 10 books.
- Google Classroom is available for catching up on missed lessons.



At school:
- Staff are available break-time, lunchtime and after school.



Revision guides/material available:
- Material available on Google Classroom.

What should I be doing now?


Each week guidance is given.



You should currently be working on A01 Artist Studies (25% of marks).
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Biology (Science Triple Award)
Course Title
GCSE Biology (AQA 8461)

How am I assessed?




Number of exams – 2 (each is 1 hour 45 minutes)
% breakdown – 50% each
Controlled assessments? None, you complete required practical tasks during lesson time.
There will be questions in all of the final exams based around these tasks.

What support is available?








At home:
- On-line resources, you have logins for Seneca Learning and Kerboodle. Kerboodle
has access to a copy of a textbook for the course which you may find helpful. Seneca
learning does have premium packages that can be bought into.
- You also have a collection of yellow exercise books with lesson notes and checklists.
- Google Classroom.
- Your drive on the school system.
At school:
- Science teachers are available for individual support via Google Classroom and in
person at lunchtimes.
- Intervention sessions (shared between three science subjects).
Revision guides:
- The ParentPay shop has a suggested revision guide for this course. Content includes
revise, practise and review sections, clear indication as to paper 1 & 2 content,
glossary of key terms, practice papers and free online access to an ebook.
Material available:
- Other GCSE revision guides and cards are available to purchase. Please ensure that
you buy the AQA Biology (9-1) version.

What should I be doing now?


Complete revision resources e.g. mind maps, flash cards, etc. using the checklists that
you have been given throughout the course and on Google Classroom for guidance.
 Answering practice questions (answers can be found in the revision guide on the U drive
and via Google Classroom). These can be accessed from home as well as in school.
 Working through Seneca learning content.
 Concentrate on completion of any quizzes on GCSE websites, using the available notes
and explanations to help you with any uncertainties that may be encountered.
 Useful websites (check that the content is AQA Biology):
o BBC Bitesize
o YouTube channel “MyGCSE Science”
o GetRevising
o Doc Brown
o Primrose Kitten – a YouTube resource
o S-Cool
o studywise.co.uk
o gcsesciencerevision.com
Suggested revision timetable
W/c 25/10: Homeostasis & response
W/c 8/11: Inheritance, variation & evolution
W/c 1/11: Inheritance, variation & evolution
W/c 15/11: Ecology
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Chemistry (Science Triple Award)
Course Title
GCSE Chemistry (AQA 8462)

How am I assessed?




Number of exams – 2 (each is 1 hour 45 minutes)
% breakdown – 50% each
Controlled assessments? None. You complete required practical tasks during lesson time.
There will be questions in all of the final exams based around these tasks.

What support is available?








At home:
- On-line resources, you have been given logins for Seneca Learning and Kerboodle.
Kerboodle has access to a copy of a textbook for the course which you may find helpful.
Seneca learning does have premium packages that can be bought into.
- You also have a collection of yellow exercise books with lesson notes & checklists.
- Google Classroom.
- Your drive on the school system.
At school:
- Science teachers are available for individual support via Google Classroom and in
person at lunchtimes.
- Intervention sessions (shared between three science subjects).
Revision guides:
- The ParentPay shop has a suggested revision guide for this course. Content includes
revise, practise and review sections, clear indication as to paper 1 & 2 content,
glossary of key terms, practice papers, a copy of the periodic table as provided for the
exams and free online access to an ebook.
Material available:
- Other GCSE revision guides and revision cards are available to purchase. Please
ensure that you buy the AQA Chemistry (9-1) version.

What should I be doing now?


Complete revision resources e.g. mind maps, flash cards, etc. using the checklists that
you have been given throughout the course for guidance.
 Answering practice questions (answers can be found in the revision guide, on the U drive
and via Google Classroom). These can be accessed from home as well as in school.
 Working through Seneca learning content.
 Concentrate on completion of any quizzes on GCSE websites, using the available notes
and explanations to help you with any uncertainties that may be encountered.
 Useful websites (check content is AQA Chemistry):
o BBC Bitesize
o Youtube channel “MyGCSE Science”
o GetRevising
o Doc Brown
o Primrose kitten – a YouTube resource
o S-Cool
o Royal Society of Chemistry & other professional societies
Suggested revision timetable
W/c 25/10: Rate & extent of chemical change
W/c 8/11: Chemistry of the atmostphere
W/c 1/11: Organic Chemsitry
W/c 15/11: Using resources
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Computer Science
Course Title
GCSE OCR J277 Computer Science

How am I assessed?
There are two exams within Computer Science:


Component 1: Computer Systems



Component 2: Computational Thinking

Each component contributes to 50% of the final grade awarded.

What support is available?
You have access to all material linked on our Virtual Learning Environment (Google
Classroom) which is available both at home and at school:
 Digital Textbooks
 Lesson Presentations
 Flipped Learning Videos
 Revision Guides
 Practice Questions/Learning Grids
 Flash Card and Revision Strategies

What should I be doing now?
You are directed weekly by your classroom teacher as to which topics you should be revising.
Revision should include the following activities:


Watching Flipped Learning Videos



Making/Expanding specific notes around keywords



Reading revision topics/presentations on the topics issued weekly



Using the issued flashcards and the strategies shown to you in lessons
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Design & Technology
Course Title
AQA Design and Technology (8552)

How am I assessed?
There is one, 2-hour exam in the GCSE exam series which is worth 50% of the overall grade.
You are also required to complete 30 – 35 hours of non-exam assessment, which is also worth
50% of the overall grade.
The themes highlighted below for NEA (coursework) were released on 1st June 2020 and you
are currently working on this component of your GCSE:
1. Outdoor Living
2. Keeping Fit and Active.

What support is available?


At home:
- You are required to work through your Collins All-in-one Revision and Practice text
books. You have specially designed Revision Guide Record sheets to facilitate this.
This and other key material is available on the school system by following the path
U:\Subjects\DT, Food & Textiles\Design & Technology Help.



At school:
- You are currently working on your NEA (coursework). All resources and help
information can also be found on Google Classroom that has been assigned by Mr
Ramage and Mr Holmes.



Revision guides/material available:
- You need to prepare for the DT Practical Exam day in January 2022 (dates to be
confirmed).
- Use the revision advice and additional resources that are listed on the Revision Guide
Record sheets.

What should I be doing now?






Ensuring all NEA coursework is completed to a high standard by internally set deadlines.
Use your E-Book of the revision guide and the Seneca website.
Visit www.technologystudent.com
Access Design and Technology Help via: U:\Subjects\DT, Food & Textiles\Design &
Technology Help
Check your exam feedback and purple pen previous assessments.
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English Language
Course Title
GCSE English Language

How am I assessed?
There are two examination papers in English Language:
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing – 50% 1 Hour 45 Minutes
Paper 2: Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives – 50% 1 Hour 45 Minutes
Each paper is made up of a Reading Section worth 40 marks (25% of GCSE) and a Writing Section
also worth 40 marks (25% of GCSE).

Section B - Writing

Section A - Reading

Assessment Objective (AO)
AO1 – Being able to make inferences and interpretations within a text;
being able to write summaries of the differences or similarities between
texts.
AO2 – Being able to analyse the writer’s use of methods – language and
structure.
AO3 – Being able to compare the writers’ ideas and perspectives on a
topic in two texts as well as analysing the methods used to show these.
AO4 – Being able to evaluate texts, responding to two parts of a given
statement and analyse the methods used by the writer.
AO5 – Content & Organisation
Content – Being able to match the style, purpose and tone of the text to
the task; use interesting vocabulary; clear ideas in connection to the
topic; use a variety of appropriate linguistic devices.
Organisation – Being able to clearly structure a text; use discourse
markers; use a variety of structural features.
AO6 – Accuracy
Being able to write formally using Standard English; use a variety of
punctuation, interesting vocabulary, sentence forms for effect; be
accurate in sentence demarcation and spelling.

Paper 1

Paper 2

Q1

Q1 &
Q2

Q2 &
Q3

Q3

-

Q4

Q4

-

Q5

Q5

What support is available?
At home:
Google Classroom: Following the mock exams, there will be an English Language Revision Guide for
each examination paper prepared by Mr Hirst (Head of Faculty and AQA Senior Examiner) which will
be available on Google Classroom.
At school: (after half term)
English after school revision be offered to all pupils. These sessions will be delivered by Year 11 class
teachers with a focus on revision strategies, skills and resources to help prepare for the examinations.
Revision Resources:
AQA GCSE English Language Revision Guides are available on school Parent Pay Shop.

What should I be doing now?
You will need to remember the specific method for each question. The following strategies would be
useful:
 Spider diagrams; flashcards; Subject Terminology cards; practice questions; reading of
newspaper/website articles for understanding; understanding of 19th Century issues/perspectives;
reading of reviews/articles/magazines to develop vocabulary and style.
You need to revisit revision regularly to keep this information in your memory. The following websites
would also be useful:
 https://www.senecalearning.com/ – AQA GCSE English Language Courses
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_language/
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news
 http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700
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English Literature
Course Title
GCSE English Literature

How am I assessed?
Paper 1: 19th Century Novel & the Modern Text – 46% 1 hour 45 minutes
Paper 2: Shakespeare & unseen Poetry – 54% 1 hours 45 minutes
The examinations are all closed book which means that you will need to remember what happens in each text and,
where possible, remember key quotations on the major themes, characters, writer’s methods and the context of
the piece. The following texts have been studied by each set:
Shakespeare
Set
19th Century Novel
Modern Play
1, 2, 4, 5 & 6

A Christmas Carol

An Inspector Calls

Macbeth
Blood Brothers
3&7
There are four Assessment Objectives that you need to achieve in the questions; you need to be aware of which
ones relate to each section of the exams. The mark schemes across both Literature exams are made up of the
following three AOs – AO1, AO2 & AO3 – with 6 Levels of ability. AO4 SPaG is only assessed on two questions.
Make interpretations in relation to the text and question using the phrase ‘this suggests…’;
AO1
Use of evidence to support your interpretations – integrate short quotations where possible;
Analyse the writers’ use of methods (language/structure/form) using accurate Subject
Terminology; analyse a method (e.g. simile/metaphor/personification), then pick out individual
AO2*
words and analyse further;
Comment on the effect that the methods create;
Explore the context of the text i.e. the ideas/issues/themes of the time and the intentions of the
AO3
author/playwright.
AO4
SPaG**
* - AO2 is assessed in EVERY question in the English Literature GCSE so every answer MUST ALWAYS
include comments about the methods (language/structure/form) and the effects created in EVERY question.
** - AO4 is only assessed in Paper 2; however, the use formal language and ambitious words in explanations
is required to achieve the higher marks.

What support is available?
At home:
Google Classroom: Following the mocks, there will be an English Literature Revision Guide for each examination
paper and each text prepared by Mr Hirst (Head of Faculty and AQA Senior Examiner) which will be available on
Google Classroom.
At school:
English after school revision will be offered to all pupils. These sessions will be delivered by Year 11 class teachers
with a focus on revision strategies, skills and resources to help prepare for the examinations.
Revision Resources:
AQA GCSE English Literature Revision Guides are available on school ParentPay Shop including guides for each
of the texts studied.

What should I be doing now?
You will need to recall a lot of information within the exams: you need to remember how to answer the questions,
include the elements of the relevant AOs outlined above as well as remember key quotations for each of the texts
studied. The following strategies would be useful:

Top-Trumps – characters from novels; spider diagrams – key words, themes, characters with key
quotations; flashcards; quotation explosiions; consider the author’s intentions and quotations that connect;
Time Lines – listing the key events within a text; practice questions; recording on a device and listening
back to key quotations.
The following websites are also useful:
https://www.youtube.com/user/mrbruff/playlists – Mr Bruff’s Youtube Page
https://www.senecalearning.com/ – AQA GCSE English Literature Courses and Text Courses
http://www.sparknotes.com
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702
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Food Preparation and Nutrition
Course Title
GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition

How am I assessed?
There is one exam for Food Preparation and Nutrition and it is 1 hour 45 minutes long. The
exam is worth 50% of the overall grade. The other 50% is made up of controlled assessment:
 (For this year, the NEA1: Science Investigation (15%) has been removed, with the NEA2
accounting for 50% of the GCSE, rather than the usual 35%).
 NEA2 (Food Preparation and Nutrition Task – includes 3 hour practical exam) – 50% (Nov
– March).

What support is available?


At home:
- Online resources including Seneca, Folder – U-Drive (U:\Subjects\DT, Food &
Textiles\GCSE Food Prep & Nutrition), Google Classroom, online version of AQA
GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition textbook.
- Two study/revision books – Collins Workbook and Illuminate Revision Guide (the latter
to be returned to school on the day of the GCSE exam).



At school:
- Support from teachers, intervention sessions (TBC), lunchtime drop-in support
sessions every day, availability of laptops and a variety of textbooks.



Revision guides/material available:
- Your own folders with work from Years 9 and 10.
- Study Guide workbooks and textbooks – Collins and Illuminate.
- Textbooks – Illuminate, including on-line version.

What should I be doing now?






Revisiting, retaining and applying information examples:
- Preparation for mock written exam – breaking down content into manageable chunks.
- Work through Collins revision workbook questions (study before answering the
questions).
- Questions and Activities in AQA GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition Revision Guide.
- Make flash cards with key words, terms, definitions.
- Work through Seneca topics (https://app.senecalearning.com).
- Summary sheets from each topic (use textbooks and folders from Year 9 and 10 to
help).
- Past/sample exam papers.
Useful websites:
- Seneca Learning.
- Online version of AQA GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition textbook:
(www.illuminate.digital/aqafood username: SHEAL3 password: STUDENT3).
Each week you are given set tasks:
- Currently upskilling for Food Preparation Task NEA – practical work – Section B
Technical Skills and Section D – 3 hour practical exam
- Revisiting subject content – working on retaining and applying information
- Ask if you are unsure!
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French
Course Title
GCSE French

How am I assessed?



There are four exams that make-up GCSE French: Listening; Speaking; Reading and
Writing.
These exams are all equally weighted at 25 %.

What support is available?




At school:
- Language mats to be used during lessons, text books in class, past papers
uploaded onto Google Classroom (as well as key revision and grammar sheets).
- After school revision sessions TBC.
- AQA revision guides, revision workbooks and translation skills books.
- Class teachers are readily available at lunchtimes to help with revision skills and
exam preparation, when required.
Online revision websites:.
- EXAMPRO
- www.memrise.co.uk – useful for learning/revising vocabulary.
- www.linguascope.com – user name: healing password: mflhealing (use the
intermediate section for vocabulary activities).
- www.kerboodle.com – here you are able to access listening and reading activities,
as well as practise general vocabulary. See your teacher if you have forgotten your
login details.
- www.pearsonactivelearn.com – user name: your usual user number, password:
your usual school password.
- www.cram.com – flashcards and activities to practise key vocab and grammar.
Type in “EJH Y11 verbs/Studio” to find pre-prepared lists.
- www.senecalearning.com – use this website on your own or join a class set up by
your teacher – good activities to practise key vocab.

What should I be doing now?









Meet deadlines for homework and any written task preparation.
Go through the past papers done in class this term and look at where you went wrong.
Use the mark-scheme to find the traps you fell into and the key vocabulary you missed.
What can you do better next time? The papers and mark-schemes etc. are on Google
Classroom.
Do any of the Exampro tasks for extra practice.
Learn conversatino questions prepared inclass ready for the speaking exam
Learn key verbs in all three time frames.
Learn vocabulary regularly (use the websites to help).
Listen to French songs on YouTube/French radio stations/watch French films with
subtitles.
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GCSE PE
Course Title
GCSE Physical Education

How am I assessed?
60% Theory based elements
30% Practical (two sports)
10% Practical analysis (coursework element)
The breakdown of the theory aspect of the course is as follows:
There are two papers and each paper is out of 78 marks. You will have 1 hour 15 minutes for
each paper.
Paper One – Content
1. The structure of the musculoskeletal
system
2. The structure and functions of the cardiorespiratory system
3. Anaerobic and aerobic exercise
4. The short and long term effects of
exercise
5. Lever systems
6. Planes and axes of movement
7. Health and fitness
8. The components of fitness
9. The principles of training
10. How to optimise training and prevent
injury
11. Effective use of warm up and cool down

Paper Two – Content
1. Classification of skills
2. The use of goal setting and SMART
targets
3. Basic information processing
4. Guidance and feedback on performance
5. Mental preparation for performance
6. Engagement patterns of different social
groups in physical activity and sport
7. Commercialisation of physical activity
and sport
8. Ethical and socio-cultural issues
9. Physical, emotional and social health,
fitness and well-being
10. The consequences of a sedentary
lifestyle
11. Energy use, diet, nutrition and hydration

What support is available?
Please see Mr Norman or Mr Phillips for a topic of the week during the specified revision
sessions. Intervention sessons TBC.
You are able to purchase the suggested revision guide on ParentPay:
GCSE AQA Physical Education.
For the grades 9-1 Exams
Complete Revision and Practice
ISBN 9781789080087

What should I be doing now?
You should use your folders, classroom textbooks, past papers, Seneca and Google
Classroom to assist with revision.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zp49cwx
https://www.senecalearning.com/
https://classroom.google.com/login
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Geography
Course Title
GCSE Geography

How am I assessed?
N.B. 2022 timings/weightings are subject to change due to Covid-19 arrangements, TBC.
 Paper 1 – 88 marks. 1hr 30 mins (35%):
- Answer all question from Section A – Natural Hazards
- Answer all question from Section B – Ecosystems but pick Cold Environments not
hot deserts when given option
- Answer 2 question from Section C – UK Landscapes, Coasts and Rivers
 Paper 2 – 88 marks. 1hr 30 mins (35%):
- Answer all question from Section A – Urban Issues
- Answer all question from Section B – Challenges of the economic world
- Answer 2 question from Section C – Resource Management Challenges and
Energy
 Paper 3 – 56 marks. 1hr (30%):
- Answer all question from Section A – Issue Evaluation Pre-released material
- Answer all question from Section B – Unfamiliar Fieldwork – these are
questionsabout fieldwork skills set in an unfamiliar fieldwork context. There will be
no questions related to a familiar fieldwork trip (removal of 20 marks).

What support is available?


Useful websites include:
-



www.acegeography.com/
onlinegeography.wikispaces.com/
www.coolgeography.co.uk
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/
Exam papers are available online or from your Geography teacher.

At school:
- Students exercise books
- Google classroom
- Revision materials, resources, examination support can all be accessed
- Afterschool revision sessions TBC
- Revision strategies taught in lessons

What should I be doing now?




Make sure that you complete all outstanding work.
Practise examination questions.
Learn your work thoroughly!
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Health and Social Care
Course Title
Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Health and Social Care

How am I assessed?
The course consists of three components. One of these components is externally assessed
and the other two are assessed internally through coursework. The components you study
are:
 Human Lifespan Development – Coursework element.
 Health and Social Care Services and Values – Coursework element.
 Health and Wellbeing 2 hour exam in Year 11 taken in February.
Course % breakdown:
A variety of assessment methods will be used, such as projects, assignments and
presentations.
A grading scale of Pass, Merit and Distinction is applied to all units.
 Component 1 – Human Lifespan Development (30%) assessed through controlled
coursework.
 Component 2 – Health and Social Care Services and Values (30%) assessed through
controlled coursework.
 Component 3 – Health and Wellbeing (40%) assessed externally – 2 hour exam
Internal assessment
 Components 1 and 2 are assessed through internal assessment. The components focus
on:
- Knowledge and understanding of human growth and development.
- Knowledge and understanding of how people deal with major life events.
- Knowledge and understanding of health and social care services.
- Practical demonstration through role plays and a Primary school visit.
External assessment
 There is one external assessment, Component 3. Component 3 builds directly on
Components 1 and 2 and enables learning to be brought together and related to a real-life
situation.
 Component 3: Health and Wellbeing requires learners to assess an individual’s health and
wellbeing and uses this to create a Health and Wellbeing improvement plan.
 The external assessment takes the form of a two hour exam in February taken under
specified conditions that is then marked and awarded a grade awarded by Pearson. The
external assessment contributes 40% of the total qualification.

What support is available?
Support is available in school from your class teacher. See Mrs Yeadon/Mrs Dickinson for a
topic of the week during revision sessions.

What should I be doing now?





Use folders, textbooks and past papers to aid revision.
Seneca and Google Classroom.
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/health-and-socialcare.htmlhttp://www.hscic.gov.uk/ – provides an insight into what makes up the health and social
care sectors.
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History
Course Title
GCSE History

How am I assessed?
There are two exam papers that make up GCSE History.
Paper 1 is based on Germany and Conflict and Tension, and 2 hours is given for this exam.
This paper is worth 50 % of the overall grade.
The period studied for this is Germany (1890 – 1945).
The wider world depth study is Conflict and Tension (1918 – 1939) inter war years.
Paper 2 is based on Thematic Studies and British Depth studies with the historic environment
and 2 hours is given for this exam. This paper is worth 50 % of the overall grade. The period
studied for this is Britain: Health and the people: c1000 to the present day. The British Depth
study is Elzabethan England c.1568 – 1603.

What support is available?


Useful websites include:
- www.johndclare.com
- www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history
- www.mr.Allsophistory.com
- Past papers are limited, please ask your teacher for these or alternatively, they are
available online.



At school
- Students exercise books
- Textbooks
- Google Classroom
- U-drive
- Folders for each year group with notes
- Folders for each teacher with additional notes
- Revision booklets and question papers
- Afterschool revision sessions TBC
- Revision strategies taught in lessons



Revision guides/material available
- See ParentPay for details – all four examined units have their own revision guide

What should I be doing now?
Make sure to learn your work thoroughly! Revise all of the units that you have already
completed and complete all written work including any outstanding tasks/units of work.
Utilise the resources available as per the information above and make sure that you check out
the websites suggested.
See you class teacher for guidance.
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Information Technology
Course Title
BTEC Tech Award in Digital Information Technology

How am I assessed?


There are three components within Information Technology:
-



Component 1: User Interface Design – Coursework (30%)
Component 2: Presenting and Interpreting Data – Coursework (30%)
Component 3: Digital Working Practices – Exam (40%)

The coursework for this course is a significant amount contributing to 60% of final overall
grade and therefore you are very much in-control of your final grade based on effort within
lessons.

What support is available?


You have access to all material linked on our Virtual Learning Environment (Google
Classroom).



All assignments and tasks are available to you along with the vocational scenario you must
work towards.



All lessons both to support coursework and exam revision are pre-recorded as videos and
available within the Flipped Learning Documents.



Support is also available by our faculty at Lunchtime Tuesdays and Fridays, 12.10 –
12.40pm every week where you are welcome to come and use IT rooms to continue with
coursework.

What should I be doing now?


Ensuring that coursework deadlines are met promptly when issued and work is produced
to the best of your ability at all times.



If stuck with a particular aspect of work you should communicate this with your classroom
teacher at the earliest convenience.



Revision in preparation for the Mock Exam and Final Exam through:
o The completion of Component 3 Workbooks A through D
o Watching flipped learning videos
o Using provided flashcards
o Using provided learning grids.
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Maths
Course Title
GCSE Maths

How am I assessed?





Number of exams:
- There are 3 exam papers (all are 80 marks each)
- 1 is a non-calculator paper (90 minutes long)
- 2 are calculator papers (90 minutes each)
% breakdown:
- The papers are equally distributed in marks so each is worth 33. 3̇ %%
Controlled assessments?
- There are no controlled assessments for this GCSE

What support is available?




At home:
- For home study we suggest the use of MathsWatch, Hegarty Maths and Google
Classroom. You have all of the information you need to log on.
At school:
- You can ask for support during lesson time, through Google Classroom or at the
intervention sessions we will hold this year (dates to be confirmed).
Revision guides/material available:
- You have access to many sources of extra revision materials that include:
o Past papers
o Worksheets
o MathsWatch
o Hegarty Maths
o Corbett Maths

What should I be doing now?






Revision examples:
- You should now be able to create revision cards and mind maps to help with your
revision. You can also find a revision schedule to use on MathsWatch for ideas of what
to study and when. If you want something specific, you can ask your teachers and they
will be happy to help.
Useful websites:
- vle.mathswatch.co.uk
- hegartymaths.com
- corbettmaths.com/
- www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z8sg6fr
- www.mrbartonmaths.com/index.html
Each week guidance:
- On a weekly basis, you should be starting to:
o Complete MemRi and/or Fix up 5 on Hegarty Maths
o Complete the homework set by your teacher
o Improve on targets following lessons
o Use past papers and the feedback given to set personal targets and make
improvements
o Attend intervention where available

Year 11 Information 2021
Page 20

Music
Course Title
Eduqas GCSE Music

How am I assessed?
Component 1: Performing – 30%
Component 2: Composing – 30%
Component 3: Listening – 40%
Component 1: Performing. Total duration of performance: 1 minute 30 seconds to 4 minutes.
A minimum of one piece. May be a solo or ensemble or a combination. If performing an
ensemble, the duration must be at least 2 minutes. Non-exam assessment: internally
assessed, externally moderated.
Component 2: Composing. Total duration of compositions 2 – 4 minutes. One composition.
May choose one brief from a choice of four or compose a free composition for which you will
set your own brief. Non-exam assessment: internally assessed, externally moderated.
Component 3: Appraising. Written examination: 1 hour 15 minutes. This component is
assessed via a listening examination. Eight questions in total, two on each of the four areas
of study, which are:
 Area of Study 1: Musical Forms and Devices
 Area of Study 2: Music for Ensemble
 Area of Study 3: Film Music
 Area of Study 4: Popular Music

What support is available?






At home:
- Focus on Sound.
- Google Classroom.
- BBC Bitesize.
At school:
- Teacher feedback.
- Intervention sessions.
- Support within lesson time.
- Instrumental teachers
Revision guides/material available:
- WJEC/Eduqas GCSE Music Revision Guide – Jan Richards
- Rhinegold Education: WJEC/Eduqas GCSE Music Revision Guide
- WJEC/Eduqas GCSE Music Listening Tests

What should I be doing now?
 Create flashcards to enable quick testing at home.
 Create mind map charts to enable retrieval of key terminology.
Useful websites
 Google Classroom
 Youtube
 Focus on Sound
 Classic FM
 BBC Bitesize – KS4 Music
You should revise and re-cap on set pieces and key terminology, such as: texture, timbre,
instrumentation, metre, rhythms as well as the key works each week to ensure the best marks
for the listening exam.
You need to ensure that you continue to practise your instruments to aid with your
performance coursework and listening exam.
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Physics (Science Triple Award)
Course Title
GCSE Physics (AQA 6463)

How am I assessed?
There are two exams within Physics, each is 1 hour 45 minutes long and both are worth an
equal percentage of the overall grade.
There are no controlled assessments in Physics, you complete required practical tasks during
lesson time. There will be questions in all of the final exams based around these tasks.

What support is available?








At home:
- On-line resources, you have been given logins for Seneca Learning and Kerboodle.
Kerboodle has access to a copy of a textbook for the course which you may find helpful.
Seneca learning does have premium packages that can be bought into.
- You also have a collection of yellow exercise books with lesson notes & checklists.
- Google Classroom.
- Your drive on the school system.
At school:
- Science teachers are available for individual support via Google Classroom and in
person at lunchtimes.
- Intervention sessions (shared between three science subjects).
Revision guides – The ParentPay shop has a suggested revision guide for this course.
Content includes revise, practise and review sections, clear indication as to paper 1 & 2
content, glossary of key terms, practice papers, a copy of equations for the exams and
free online access to an ebook.
Material available – Other GCSE revision guides and revision cards are available to
purchase. Please ensure that you buy the AQA Physic (9-1) version.

What should I be doing now?


Complete revision resources e.g. Mind maps, flash cards, etc. using the checklists that
you have been given throughout the course for guidance.
 Answering practice questions and retrieving actual answers which are to be found in the
revision guide, on the U drive and via Google Classroom. These can be accessed from
home as well as in school.
 Work through Seneca learning content.
 Concentrate on completion of any quizzes on GCSE websites, using the available notes
and explanations to help you with any uncertainties that may be encountered.
 Useful websites (check content is AQA Physics):
o BBC Bitesize
o Youtube channel “MyGCSE Science”
o GetRevising
o Doc Brown
o Primrose kitten – a Youtube resource
o S-Cool
o Institute of Physics & other professional societies
Suggested revision timetable
W/c 19/10: Forces
W/c 09/11: Particle Model of Matter
W/c 02/11: Waves
W/c 16/11: Space Physics
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Religious Studies
Course Title
GCSE Religious Studies

How am I assessed?
There are two exams in GCSE RS (AQA Specification A).
Paper 1 covers the study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices. You need to answer
all questions for the two religions studied (Christianity and Judaism). This exam is 1 hour and
45 minutes long.
Paper 2 covers thematic studies. You will answer four themes from six themes:
1. Religion, peace and conflict
2. Religion and life
3. Religion, crime and punishment
4. Relationships and families
This exam is also 1 hour 45 minutes long.

What support is available?


U Drive → RS folder → GCSE revision



Recommended book –CGP GCSE AQA A religious Studies (for the grade 9-1 course)



Your revision notes/exercise book



Google Classroom has lesson resources and revision materials.



Seneca learning

What should I be doing now?


Completing all or any outstanding work



Learning work thoroughly



Completing weekly examination practice activities
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Science – Double Award
Course Title
GCSE Combined Science (Trilogy) – Double Award (AQA 8464)

How am I assessed?




Number of exams – 6 (2 for each Science subject). Papers are 1 hour 15 minutes each.
% breakdown – all papers have equal weighting.
Controlled assessments? None. You complete required practical tasks during lesson time.
There will be questions in all of the final exams based around these tasks.

What support is available?







At home
- On-line resources, you have been given logins for Seneca Learning and Kerboodle.
Kerboodle has access to a copy of a textbook for the course which you may find helpful.
Seneca learning has premium packages that can be bought into.
- You have a collection of yellow exercise books with lesson notes and checklists.
- Access Google Classroom.
- Access the pupil drive on the school’s system.
At school
- Science teachers are available for individual support via Google Classroom and in
person at lunchtimes.
Revision guides:
- the ParentPay shop has a suggested revision guide for this course. Content includes
revise, practise and review sections, clear indication as to paper 1 & 2 content,
glossary of key terms, practice papers and free online access to an ebook.
Material available:
- Other GCSE revision guides and revision cards are available to purchase. Please
ensure that you buy the correct AQA versions.

What should I be doing now?


Complete revision resources e.g. Mind maps, flash cards, etc. using the checklists you
have been given throughout the course for guidance.
 Answering practice questions and retrieving actual answers are to be found in the revision
guide, on the U drive and via Google Classroom. These can be accessed from home as
well as in school.
 Work through Seneca learning content.
 Concentrate on completion of any quizzes on GCSE websites, using the available notes
and explanations to help you with any uncertainties that may be encountered.
 Useful websites (check content is AQA combined science)
o BBC Bitesize
o Youtube channel “MyGCSE Science”
o GetRevising
o Doc Brown
o Primrose kitten – a YouTube resource
o S-Cool
o Royal Society of Chemistry & other professional societies
Suggested revision timetable
W/c 25/10 Homeostasis & response rate & extend of chemical change, forces
W/c 1/11 Inheritance, variation & evolution, organic chemistry, waves
W/c 8/11 Inheritance, variation & evolution, chemistry of the atmosphere, magnetism &
electromagnetism
W/c 15/11 Ecology, using resources, chemical analysis
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Spanish
Course Title
GCSE Spanish

How am I assessed?



There are four exams that make-up GCSE German: Listening; Speaking; Reading and
Writing.
These exams are all equally weighted at 25 %.

What support is available?




At school:
- Language mats to be used during lessons, text books in class, past papers
uploaded onto Google Classroom (as well as key revision and grammar sheets).
- After school revision session TBC.
- AQA revision guides and revision workbooks.
Online revision websites:
- EXAMPRO
- www.memrise.co.uk – useful for learning/revising vocabulary.
- www.linguascope.com – user name: healing password: mflhealing (use the
intermediate section for vocabulary activities).
- www.kerboodle.com – here you are able to access listening and reading activities,
as well as practise general vocabulary. See your teacher if you have forgotten your
login details.
- www.pearsonactivelearn.com – user name: your usual user number, password:
your usual school password.
- www.cram.com – flashcards and activities to practise key vocab and grammar.
- www.senecalearning.com – use this website on your own or join a class set up by
your teacher – good activities to practise key vocab.

What should I be doing now?









Meet deadlines for homework and any written task preparation.
Go through the past papers done in class this term and look at where you went wrong.
Use the mark-scheme to find the traps you fell into and the key vocabulary you missed.
What can you do better next time? The papers and mark schemes etc are on Google
Classroom.
Do any of the Exampro tasks for extra practice.
Learn conversation questions prepared in class ready for the speaking exam.
Learn key verbs in all three time frames.
Learn vocabulary regularly (use the websites to help).
Listen to Spanish songs on YouTube/Spanish radio stations/watch Spanish films with
subtitles.
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Healing School
A Science Academy
Principal: Mrs M. Dewland
Address:
Healing School – A Science Academy
Low Road
Healing
Grimsby
N E Lincolnshire
DN41 7QD
Telephone:
Fax:
Email:
Web:

01472 502400
01472 502401
office@healing-school.co.uk
www.healing-school.co.uk

School Office Opening Hours:
08:00 – 16:30 (Mon – Thurs)
08:00 – 16:00 (Fri)
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